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“The nice thing ia how people
really stepped up off the bench
and picked up,” Brankiowicz

'Our intensity didn’t change

no matter who we brought off

the bench,” Moellgr said.

With Miller running the
offenso and senjor Nikki Down-
ing, one of the team’a best back
row players who misased the
entire senson (until Saturday)
with a back injury, in the lineup
again, Morcy seems to be in sync
and good shape heading into tho
regional tournament Saturday.

“We missed her (Miller) load-
ership and court sense,” Moeller
said. *Offense is all about
switching and passing, and that
requires rhythm and timing.”

“Qur communication nnd
togethernecss is totally there
now,” Miller aaid.

n the Class A regional at
Birmingham Groves, the Marling
play Western Lakes Activitics
Association champion Walled
Lake Central, and the winner
fucos either Birmingham Sen-
holm or Troy in tho final.

“Anyone who takes us for
granted will be in for a big sur-
prise,” Moeller snid. *This ia the
first time nll scason we've been
ot full strength.

“I think we're going to be a
real sleeper in this, because 1
think pcople are going to look
past us becauso of our record.”

The first Farmington game

went back and forth until Mercy
oventunlly prevailed. The second
started tho same way and was
tied, 7-7, when Jones sorved out
the game and match.

“The team was going wild,
because tho team knows how
hard sho haa worked to got that
serve down,” Moellor naid.

Farmington had Mercy playing
{ta game for a while, according to
Brankiewicz, but then Mercy sot
up ita offense and responded
with somo big hita.

“We'ro used to hard hits,” she
said. “We had to adjust our
defense to pick up thoe tips and
free balls, and we were able to do
that. That's when we started to
tako chargo.”

The Falcons (18-20-6) wero
timited offensively duo to an
injury to 8-foot-2 junior Lyndsy
Howard, who aprained an ankle
in practice Thursday and didn't
play againat Southfield,

“She has more than double the
kills of anyone else on the team,
and she could hardly maove,”
Farmington coach Alex Porrin
said. “She was being o real
trooper today; she did her best,

“Wo iced it and taped it up,
and she gritted hor testh. We do
a lot of slides and combination
plays with her, and we couldn’t
do that. She could only tip and
Mercy figured that out protty
quickly.,”™

In three WLAA tournamont
games, Howard had 12 kills and

District opener: Souﬂ:[}eld’s Raven Penson (right) tries

to block an attack by Farmingtor’s Lauren

only four attacking crrors out of
48 total spikes, he added.

Perrin said he thought the Fal-
cona proved thoy could hang in
there and compete with the Mur-
lins,

“We hod n 7-5 lead in tho scc-
ond game, so wo were there,” he
snid. “But all season we looked
to Lyndsy for kills and blocks,
and we (effectively) don’t have
her anymore. Wo had hardly any
time to practico nnything differ-
cnt.”

“I thought our acrve reccive
was a little stronger, but their
blocking and our inability to con-

eiman.

vert was the difference in the
match.”

In the Southfield matck,
Melissa Mytty had seven killa
and eight digs, Julie Kimmel six
kills and three blacks. Meghan
O'Rear had 18 aesists, Tricia
Krause served seven points
(three aces) and Kathryn Escott
six. Kimmel led with saven kills,
agoinst Mercy; she also had
three diga. Mytty had five kills
and three digs, Jessi Halliday.
three and four, respectively.
Howard managed five kills and
two solo blocks. O'Rear recorded;
18 assists and served six points.

Vikings roll through district into regional

BY Cmua MAYER
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The Class A regional at Birm-
ingham Groves figuros to be
extremely competitive, but that
suita Walled Lake Central head
coach Mike Lindstrom just fine,

“I think it's geing to bo a real
good regional for us,” Lindatrom
aaid Saturday after his Vikings
celebrated a district champi-
onship win over Farmington
Harrison. “We play better when
we feel the team that we're going
to play is really going to push us,

“All through the season theae
girls have played better in that
nituation. They como out and
they hit, they dig and the other
team is doing the same thing.”

Saturday's Groves reglonal
foatures Central (41-8-2), Oak-
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land Activitics Asgociation
league champion Birmingham
Seaholm (44-8-3), Troy (36-10-2)
and Farmington Hills Mercy.
Serholm and Troy square off at
10 a.m. in one somifinal; the
Vikings and Marlins meet in the
other at 11 a.m. The regional
champion advances to Tuecadny’s
state quarterfinal at Groves.

The Vikings, a atate semifinal-
ist last season, made quick work
of three opponents to capture the
Novi district title. Central
defeated the hoat Wildcats (15-5,
16-3} in the firat round, North
Farmington (15-2, 15-4} and
Harrison (15-7, 16-8) in the final.

Harrison advanced to the
championship match with a 16-
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Here Is a great opportunity to check outa
new lob. You'll be able to talk to recruiters _
from all over the metropolitan area who-

are eager to discuss a new careerora
career change with you.
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L Larry Goldsmith, The Job Coach, wlll
be on hand to help you with your
'resumé and give you vaiuable -
Interview advice.
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be In Burton Manor on the 29th!
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5, 16-10 victory over Walled
Lako Western (8-26).

“I waa a little concerned today,
because it's hard to keep that
focus sometimes,” Lindstrom
snid. *The girls are a little more
relaxed right now, but they wore
a littlo uptight carlier. But we
served well today and we possed
well today, and that’s the biggost
thiag that counts in district and
regional play.”

Christina Tudor posted 19 diga
and four blocks to go along with
29 killa on 41-0f-46 attacking.
Senior outaide hitter Kelly Hen-
zie had 21 digs, 21 kills on 36-of-
46 attacking, and six aces on 41-
of-44 serving, and senlor acttor
Colleen Saldana hed 61 assiate
and acven digs, plus two aces on
17-0f-17 serving.

Noteworthy porformnances

were also turned in by junior
middle blocker Heather Lippart
(19-0f-23 nttacking, 12 killa,
soven blocks), senior Nicole Lan-
thier (20-0f-23 serving, 10 digs,
two aces) and senior Jennifer
Crutchfield (18-of-21 serving, 10;
digs, two aces). .

Seaholm, a 7-15, 16-7, 15-13'
winner over Central in the finals
of tho Walled Lake Central Invi-
tational in January, hosted a
district tournament Friday. The
Maples knocked off rivals Bloom-
field Hills Lahser and Birming-
ham Marian, before downing
West Bloomficld, 15-8, 15-9, in
the title match.

Troy dominated the district at
Troy Athonos. The Colts won
their first titlo in seven yecars,
hammering Rochostor in the
final match, 15-6, 16-4.
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