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Elm,sh stage shaw perf rmer m roots in Redﬂam

1V MARY KICTIONOUGH
TIAFE FRITSR

mx‘ncdmough@oa.hnmmmn.nut
\"When actor Brian Mallon

talke, & alight lilt in his voice,

gives away his years of infermal
gorfermances in the pubs of ire-

l@nd and @ hint of New York

saarl roveals years in the Man-
lmlhm theatar elreuit.

T\vonzy yeors ago ho met 2
schaol teacher, Frank McZourt,
new known far teyond the deor-
wayy of those ginoky puks a5 the
author of the Pulitzer Frizo win-
ping wmomoir "Angely’s Ashus,”
along with McCourt’s fun-loving
brother Molachy, follow nctar,
bar ownor and nuthor of *A
Monk Swimming.”

*Tis Mallen’s zesocintion with
the elder McCourt that ia bring-
ing him back home.

The Redford notive slars in
“ourt’s stage nhow, “The Irish
d How They Got That Way,"
uong~nnd dance ntngn porfor-

mance culuhrnting the Irish in
Amorica, playing through Sun-
dny, March 12 at Music Hall in
Totrait.

“It's great. I'm Jooking forwurd
40 it," enid Molen, of performing
the whow in his hometown. The
1970 graduato of St. Mary's of
Redford said he oxpacts muny
couaing and his mother, who
rezides in Livonin, to attend,

Spoaking from his hotel in
Seattle, Matlen said the ghew is
“firat and foremost ontortain-
ment. It's got heart and sowl nnd
razzinatazz. It a colebration of
the Irish experience in America,
rveally”

In *Irish,” six actors joke,
dance and. sing their way
through anippets of Irish history
ranging from the potato famine
te the assnesination of the John
F. Kennody, the nation's firet
Irigh-Catholic president.

“It makes ftin with the stereo-
types nnri how they came to be
and iv's really irreverent,” said
Mallen.

W@E@P@W@ﬁt@ from page E1

What: “Tho Irish . . .

p.n. Thursday; 8 pan, Fricey: S
pum, and 7 p.m, St

Ave., Cotrolt

mallan

and Hew Thay Got That 'Way®

Whomt continues through Sunday, March 12, porformances 7:30
unday,

Whero: Music Halb Comer {or the Porforming Arts, 350 Mudison

Tighote: $20-$35 may be purchased at tha Music Hall box ofiice
,ond alf TickotMester locations, cell (aia) 963-2368 for morg infor-

pm, and 9ip.m, Saturdsy; and 3

Unlike McCourt's molancholy
“Angdu Ashen,” “Irish® contains
30 songs and is mostly upbeat,
said Malten.

“{McCourt] talls about n family
leaving Ireland .during the
{amine ard it gets fairly serious
treatment. One-fourth of the
Irigh populotion was lost, 0 it's
sort of ho holocaust of the
Irish," said Matlen,

As the grandson of Irigh immi-
geants who fled Ireland during
tho famine, Mallen said those
sceaes recalled familiar territory.

Tho show's reception has been
favorable, porticularly in San

Francigco, where Mallen said it
attrneted a diverse audionce
which included, “Asiens and
Iacks nnd sl typéa of people
who aren’t frum this pnrtn.ulur
tribe.”

Mallon says thoe pessonal,
irzeverent nolure of Irish story-
telling is what ecniinuee to por-
petunte intereat in Irish culture.
With “Angela’s Ashes,” o eubse-
gueat momeir and a third ene
written by McCourt’s youngor
brother, there hus evolved a sort
of “McCourt cult,” says Mallen.

“When [McCow) etarted writ-
ing it he never thought it wae
going to go snywhore,” said

Mallen. “Tho ﬂmt thres chapters
used to yun in a pub nowalelter.”

Malien sayn thut the “McCourt
cult™ iv pact of tho second of two
recent waves of intecest in Irish
film and culture,

"It started with ‘My Left Foot!
Triv}t works huve sort of e stark,
rantiatic quality, For & whils it

. was a lot of fake accents and

storectypes but sinco then.
they've gotien hit with the reel
thing and I think in & way pcupln
feel that's move engaging,” said
Mallen.

The public’s renewed interest
in the "real thing” hasn't hurt
Mullon's opportunities for roles
any.

Ha ie preporing to reprise hia
role as General Hancock in
“Gods and Generals,” the pre-
quel ta the film “Gettysburg,” co-
starring Jeff Daniels, which
begins shooting this summer.

He has toured the United
Statos and Eurepe with his
award winning enc man show,

“Becroty uf lhu .,ull(c Heart,”
directed by actresw/ditcetor Bllen
Burstyn, He han aloe sorved as
the artiatic arts director at Now
York's Trish Arts Center.

True tu the lrreveront nature
of Irish entertainmeni, Mallon
accantonaily retreats to nis home
in Ireland, to the comfortable
stoge in the pubs of Gallway, to
perform his comedy pieco
“Benide tha Pint,” based on
“crazy pubhumor.”. .

His favarite Irish pub in the
Detroit aren? Cowleys’ Oid Vil
lage Inn in downtows Farming-
tan. “They have some grest lrich
bands thet play there,” he Laid.

While he's in town, Malien
said hn plans to vinit with his
family and as a former member
of Detroit’s Gaelic League, says
he may take in Detroit's-St,
Patrick’s Day parado on March
12, on his way out of town.

With St. Paddy's Doy 'round
the corner, the timing for
Mallen’s journey back home
couldn’t be better.

win a Grammy Award. We enjoy
playing for people.”

Blackthorn’s  .ropertoire
includes ancient aires and
melodies, Irish jigs and rcels,
traditionsl folk songs and muaic
‘from contemporary Irish song-
Siters.

,h he four members play a
goznn instrumenta including
accardion, cittern, bodhran (Irish
feame drum), penny whistle and
wto. Bolfest native Richard
{ycMullan formed the group in
86. Tha other mombers are
¥red Kiein and Desnis Green.
1During the conceris McMullen
tafls jokes, and storics about Ire-
ignd, he also talks about the
gongs the group plays, and
fncourages people to sing along.
Singing and performing is a
ful thing for McMullan and
qiﬂzr ‘micabeary of tho group.
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8 ‘We hepo a goed ¢ine Is had by ono and 2l and
we're thriiled and faitorsd that peaple support
us. &6 long s poopio como s90 ts, weo will play.

"Gary McMullen

Musician and member of Blackthorn

Inapired by the Kingston Trio,
McMullen begged his parents’to
buy him a banjo when he was 12,
Ho's bepen playing for over 36
years, and also plays guitar. “T've
nlways played folk music,” he
said. *I even had a bluegrass
band, and was {requently play-
ing Xnuh m:u*s. It's just been &
passion of mine”

Often requested songa include
*The Reel & the Flickering
Light',"‘ ond “The Black Velvot

*‘Band.
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Blackthorn works to kecp their

mugic fresh. Thoy oxchange -

tapeu and-e-mail {yrics to one
another. But becauss everyone’s
5o busy, thoy do an awful lot of
reheavsing on-stoge, and some-
times in same unusunl places.
“We vorked on an a cappelln
zong on the golf course,” said
McMullen, “By tho end.of the
18th hole wo had it, We pride
ouraelves on our harmony.”

After hearing Blackthorn play,

McMullen and the other band
membera hope you'll walk away
with a song in your heart, and
know a little more about Irigh
culturc and musie.

“Wo hopo a good time is had by
one and all and we're thrilled
and flattered that people support
up,” soid McMullen. “As long as
people como £ed ug, we will play™

Family festival

Fifkeen years ago, Mick Gavin
of Redford calied some of his
Irish musician friends, and
asked them if they would pley at
an Irish Fest on St. Patrick’s
Day.

Gavin, the fathsr of threo boys,

and an accomplished local fid-~

dler, wanted to offer families an
alternative to the pub seene, The
Redford resident has been play-
ing the fiddle most of his life and
brought his sons up to love Irish
music teo,

Sezn, 18, the youngest, plays
in a group that recently won sec-
ord place in an under age 18
musjeal group conmpotition in
Ireland.

You can hear Sean and
Groupai Ceol play at the festival,
In addition to Gavin, group
members include Colleon Burke,
Joromy Kittle and Collcen
Shanks, ond Tyler Durcan,

Al Ircland champion dancer
Pat Quinn, who in-n member of
the “Riverdance” dance troupe,
will perform with dancors from
tho O'Hare School of Dance. Also
appenring will be the Kitty
Heinzman Ceilidh Dancors.

Dunean, who woa firat place

th‘e Al Ireland Fleadh Ceo (the
Irish music equivalent of the
Olympics) last summer will also
bo performing. Duncan ia the
firat American under 16 to wia
the coveted Leo Rowsome Cup,

for uilleann (or elbow) pipe soloa”

Award-viinning plger: Tyler Duncan, who won first pléce
for uilleanz pipe solo in Ireland, will be playing at the
15th annual St, Patrick's Day Irish Fest.

He's roturning home to Ann
Arbor from Dublin where he
spent the last nine months
studying Irish music and attend-
ing school..

Gavin will also be playing at
tho festival, rlong with his son,
Michael, 21 who plays fiddle and
guitar, and other well known
local entertainera including Ter-
ranco MéKinney, Charlie Wilkie,
Dawn Hudek, and Ed¢ McGlinchy.

“There will be Highland
pipers, musicians, singers and
dencers,” said Gavin. “There's
plenty of room, and 2 dance floor.
It's n great gig, I rnjoy it, people
love it, nnd are really lookmg for-
ward toit.

There will be a cash bar,
corned beef and eabbage dinners,
pizza and other snacks will bo
available for purchage.

BaRules: The person who has the most numbar of corract guesses wili win an arnual movie pass.

i +0ad for two poopla to any area AMC Theairas. In case of 4 tia, winner will be plcksd in a random

Fétrxwing, You must be'21 and over to oner. Empleyoos of tha OBE, AMC theatsos, Streat Marieting

~are not eligible 1o win, Winner will ba phone and d in the paper on Sunday,

fr »Apni 2, 2600 In the Observer & Eccentrlc Nowspapers. One entry par person plaasel.
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for MAGNOLIA
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