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BY BUIAN TAUBER
BTAFF WRITER
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Hore are a few theater trivia
questions: What play won the
Tony Award for Best Play in
1964? “The Teahouse of the
August Moon.”

Next: Who wrote the script for
this outstanding comedy, which
was mndo into & famous mavie in
1968 starring Marlon Brando?
Anaver: John Patrick.

OK, name another play by
John Patrick?

Stumped? The anower is “A
Bad Year for r

On Stage

What: SRO Productlons pra-
sonts *A Bad Years for Toma-
toes”

When; 8 p.ra. Fridey-Saturddy,
2 p.m. Sundey, through March

Whore: Tho church st the his-
toric Burgh site, st Civic Cen-
ter Drlve and Berg Rood,
Southfield

Tiekota: $10 genorat admis-
slon; $8 for s2nlor gdults end
chlldren, For Informatlon, call
(248} 8270701,
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But the biggest challengen to
proparing the production for
opening night wern findiug a
beaver and inatilling a New Eng-
land accent in the actors.

“We had the hardest time find-
ing a stuffed beaver for a prop,”
said Terry. “Luckily, my daugh-
ter, Petricia knew someonu who
lived in Brighton who had one
we could borrow.” :

Alice Durbin is the dialect
conch to this group of community
theater performers. Ves Spindler
probably has the casiest time
with hig accent, according to
Terry. His lines conaist mostly of

d retort, izal of

ind if you aren't familinr with
the play, Standing Room Only
Productions is offering everycne
a chance to aee another of
Patrick’s warm comedies olse
filled with personable, zany char-
acters.

The title, “A Bad Year for
Tomatoes,” tends to make ane
question vihut kind of play it ia.

“It's a comedy that will make
people feol happy and pleased to
be slive,” seid director Gennvieve
Torry of Farmington Hills,
“Adults and kids will get a big

* kick out of it because of the
funny characters.”

The story is about an actress
who wants to get away from her
hectic life. She leages a house in

Talented

The Players Guild of Dearborn
presents “Night Wateh® weekenda
through Saturday, March 18,
Performances 8 p.n. Friday-Sat-
urday, March 10-11; 17-18; and
2:30 p.m. Sunday, March 12, The
theater is on Madison St neer
the southweat corner of Monroe
and OQuter Drive in Dearborn.
For tickets or more information,
call (313) 561-TXTS.

By SUE SUCHYTA
SPECIAL WRITER

The Players Guild of Dear-
born's production of Lucille
Fletcher's suspenscful drama
“Night Watch" ia a well-acted

the small town of Beaver Haven,
to write her memoirs, according
to Willinm Mandt, SRO produe-
tions executive producer. The
plot revolves around the actrees,
her agent, pretend sister, funny
neighbors and the town sheriff.
The name of the play stems from
convernations about tomate
growing. !

The play takes place in the
year 10689, which, Terry said,
allows Barbara Amman of Live-
nia a chance to uso crazy clothes
for costumes. Set designer Mag-
gie Gilkes of Farmington Hills
ereated a tiny haven in Vermont
ook with an old woed cabin,
complote with cedar shingles
and other authentic touches.

s ;
2 smail town New Englander.

Mot sa for Linda Pellicciani of
Northville, who haa tho tead role
of Myra. She's on stage for 56
pages of the 58-page script, said
har husband, Larry Pelliccioni.
He plays her wise-guy agent,
Tom.

“A Bad Yenr for Tomatocs” is
the sixth community theater pro-
ductjon the Pelliccionia have
been in together.

“This play io reaily fun for us,”
Larry Pelliccioni said. “Wa've
added some dialoguo to the part
when I attempt to seduce her.
1t's more fun for us since we're
married. .

In fact, community theater is
what brought this theatrical cou-
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left to right)
Linda Pel- -
3 liccioni, -

Y 2brri Denise
Faison, and
Connie Foi’
(seated) ina
scene from
"A Bad Year
For Toma-
toes.”

ple together.

*We were beth cast in a play at
Ridgedale Players in Troy
together in 1991 and we were
married in 1992," he said.

“I bave hat the good fortune to
have married my leading lady
and that's just as true todny as it
was eight years ago,”

Linda said she enjoys workiog

with her husband on stage. “It's
actually very comforting to have
him up there with me,” she said.
Working behind the scenes are
producer and stage manager
Joan Boufford of Southfield and
ousistant director Martha Tabac-
co of Farmington Hills. Ben
Chunov and Mark Liljegren are
responsible for lights and sound.

Ron DeMoagd handles props.
Gilkes also handleo the playbill.
“A Bud Year for Tomatoes”
opens SRO Productinne’ 2000
season. The senson includes *You
Should Be So Lucky,” openjug
May 12; “Agnes of God,” openilig
July 28 and “The Last Night%l
Ballyhoo,” which in set to apen
Oct. 13. .

‘Night Watch’ cast will keep you in suspense"

husband and best friend plan to
have her committed to'conve-
niently pave the way for their
engoing affair. Will the police
believe Elaine, or will someone
get away with multiple murder?
Joyce McGookey i3 a fascinat-
ing contradiction ns Elaine
Wheeler, portraying both the
frustrated intensity of a woman
clinging to her sanity while at
the same time exuding a sensual
cnergy. Lanca Abke of Ply-
mouth, who portrays Eiaine’s
husband John, seems atiff at
firat but warms $o the role when
his angor, i i aud frus-

. quitkspaocd - apd captivasing prome.

duction,
Under the d hand ef

-tration are ctivved,

Alicia Ryan, as Blanche,

director Patricia LaFramboise
the talented cast has captured
the traita of cach character and
realistically blended them into
tha storyline.

“Night Watch” is the story of
Blaine Wheeler, a wealthy
heiress plagued by insomnis,
who tries in vain to convince her
hushand and the police that she
has witnessed not one, but two
dead bedies in the building
acroas from her apartment. As a
parade of istriguing characters
pasa through her life, the
motives of the difierent charac-
ters suggest many possible rea-
sons for murder and & cover-up,
As Elaine continues to insist
she's witnesaed foul her

W H

F' 474) Casy Aw. m
V8 rifas
e,

Five i3
Plecesly (5
Tenneseze "5 3
Willlams

A
by Tenn

March 10-May 6

Hilberry Theatre
Tickets $13-$18, Group Discounts
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BY KARIM
ALRAWI

a magical
flight of the
imagination
MARCH 15

THROUGH

A APRIL 9

WORLD PREMIERE
The a:tist, Marc Chagall, trans-
lated the Jofes of the Arabion
Kights Into a series of brifiany
ilsteations. Playwright, Karim
Alrawl tiznslates them both
Inlo an imaginative production
that makes its world premiere at
Meadow Brook Theatre. Meeta
flying staltion, mermaid queens,
313lking tree and a grouchy
genie.Tliese delightfully nter-
woven stolies of fove lost and
tegalned will enthant the
whofe family.

Elaine’s best friend and John's
mistress, delivers a warm, exu-
beeant

accent predicated by the script,
but the nosy and self-serving
housekeceper does inject some

Kirk Hnas' Lt. Walker is an
effective mix of sarcastic wit and
determined but overworked pro-
fessional. He wastes no words in
hia blunt but on target delivery.

In contrast, his underling, Off-
cer Vanclli, played by Marl Rip-
per, overplays tho humor and
accent in his limited role almost
to the point of mugging.

Janice Meissner's Helga would
be a lot more fun without the
studiously delivered Germnn

humor into the mix. Jennic Ash-
Jey, as Dr. Tracey Lake, needs
more authority in her veice to
pull off the iilusion of an
esteemed psychiotrist - she
comes across ns more of a aym-
pathetic friend than a confident
professional.

Rich Bulleri has fun with the
role of Curtis Appleby, the color-
ful and nosy neighbor. Jason
‘Thomas, as Sam Hoke, the local
deli owner, mnkes a brief but

explosive appearance when
Elaine’s contribution to the
erime rumor mill hurta his busi-
ness even more then his horrible
potata salad,

David Reynolds and Gordon
Mosley's set is sumptuous

and detailed. It sets the tone
for characters’ affluence. The
detailed woodwork is reul, not
painted on. The faux marble is
elegant and a natural part of the
room, and the profusion of art-
work is tustefully arranged.

The lighting crew had fun with
some offstage lighting effects

from Elaine’s window. They need
to consider darkening the
upstage foyer, though, to distin-
guish the passage of time
between scenes. .

Director LaFramboise’s atten-
tion to detail in also reflected fn
the costumes, right down to
weather approprinte coats and
elegant accessories.

The cast and crew of “Night
Wautch® add another strong show
te the Guild's season, and will
keep you in suspense until the
play's final and delightful plot
twist.



