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Downtown e-commerce plan slow to find takers F@S om puea:

BY T Baimy
BYAYY WRITER
tamith@os.homecomm.net

‘The e-commerce bandwagon is
perked on the street in down-
town Farmington. But so far,
few merchants ars jumping on
board.

Desplte an offer by the Farm-
ington Downtown Davelopment
Authority to give rebates to the
first 10 businesses who sign on
for the "Downtown Farmington
MarketPlace,” aunly two had
enrolled as of late last week.

The “Downtown Farmington
MarketPlace” is an e-commercs
Web aite to be designed by Mar-
keting Communications Counsel
Inc., located on Grand River
npay Farmington Road. If the
lftc is launched, the city of
Farmington could boast of being
the.firet in Michigen to tap into
the-growing, multi-billion dellar
Ig¥arnet sales bonanza,

“But as of now, that'a a big if.

Gi II from page Al

The FnrmingL Center
Floris: and Bakers Street
Draperics alrondy signed up.
Clothes Encounters and Throo
Qaks Furniture are at leact seri-
ously intorested in joining, said
Jody Boronen, of Marketing
Communieations Cotnsel Inc.

“I'd hkave liked to see It go
more quickly,” said Boronen, for-
mer presldont of the F

subsidios totaling $600 for the
firet year only. That breaks
down to a 850 per month sub-
sidy, lowering the monthly fee
from $200 to $160 ~ and the
annuel total from $2,400 to

$1,800.
8oronen and MCC chairman
Ron Baker sald ono of the prob-
tems might be a lack of under-
ding about what morchants

Chamber of Commerea, *I'd like
to gat it up and running. The
longer it takes for businesses to
nign on, that means the longer it
takes to launch it.” . |

The firm probably will soon
meet with the DDA ta revisit the
concept, and whother to keep it
alive, said MCC chairman Ron
Baker. “People need to take a
chance. Put lamathiqg up and
sco what sells.” ‘

Marketing Communications
Counsel would design and oper-
ate the site, If 10 buasincsses do
sign up, each would recelve DDA

T

will get for their money.

“The site is 100 percent main-
tenance free and it'a getting peo-
ple to understand that,” said
Baker, noting that the firm
would meke all necessary text

pleined at a February meeting
about the fee, and that they
could get Web exposure for a lot
lesa money.

The feeling among some mer-
chants, said Roger Ratkowski,
who owns the Pasta Stop, is that
the e-commerce proposal “is so
outrageously expensive com-
pared to some of tha things that
they are already involved in.”

Baker defonded the cost for
businossea to sign up.

“We're not meking any money
on this, 10 (businesa) sites is
baaically a broak-even” point,
Baker explained. “We're doing it

and photo ch for

But, Baker emphasized, mer-
chants would still need to contin-
us whataver store promotions
thoy now do, and that it would
be a smart idea to “lot poople
know there's o Web eite” too.

Possibly more at the heart of
the matter is the coat to sign up.
Beveral DDA merchants com-

because we think it's the right
thing for merchants to do.”
About 10 porcent of business
salea are being generated on-
line, ding to national statis-

o<
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“What people don’t reslizo is
that if the festival wasn't taken
over, it most likely was going to
die,” Stark said.

Councilmembor JoAnne
McShane thanked the group for
taking over and wished Stark’s
group well. "A lot of people real-
ly didn't roalize all that was
involved with the festival. There
‘was no money tree.”

The following morning, Nowak
reprosented the DFBA's inter-
ents at the DDA meeting. Like
Stark, Nowak asked for
increased communlecation, He
raid his group would like a
viable end point for communica-
tion with the family festival's
board and the DDA.

*It's boen a somewhat tense

tics, Baker said.
“And that's not taking away

at hers, created b
there's been no outlet for discus-
mion,” Nowak szid. “We're newly

from " Baker

said.

d and we want to main-
tain a communicative link so it's

always opsn. I just want to
announce our presence on au .
obssrvatory basis.” e

Nowak said it's too late fer the
DFBA to bring real chango t¢’
this year's event, but the group’
may be able to provide l.notm{a",
set of opinions for upcoming fes-
tivals, s

Downey voiced her support for”
the DFBA, using Traverse Ci!})l:l'
succesaful downtown as af
example. She zaid the Michigan-
hot-apot owes much of its suc-"’
cess to fta downtown merchant's’
association, "

City Menager Frank Lauhoff ..
suggosted that the newly formed -
group continue the open dia. *
logus between city leaders, Fam-
ily Fest organizers and business
owners.

the parents.”

dents per class this'year) and

Teachors aloo
the year-round concapt.

“It helps the ataff and it helps
the students have tims to reflect
on what was learned,” said Vick-
oy Shaw, who teaches fourth
grade in the year-round school.

Principal Gayle Zimmeorer,
who heads up bath the tradition-
al and year-round programs at
Gill, said the purpose of the
meoting was to let parents
across the district know about
the choico program, which this
year has about 100 students, a
drop of 21 students from 1888
99. She said the Farmington

" school board is committed to con-
tinuing the program unless
there is a significant drop in
interest.

Tho year-round program, in ite
oighth year, can accommodate
about 140 students, Zirnmerer
added. There are single clasaes
for each grade, allowing for
smaller clase sizes {(about 17 stu-

ly like

*We have to inform, and that's
why wo had tonight's meeting,”
aaid Zimmerer, who ‘succeeded
Mike Duff at the Gill Year-
Round helm in 1988: “I strongly
believo in it. The whole learning
vetention idea, kids are learning
more bocause of the shorter
break in botween.”

Parents handed ingegistration
forms following tio meeting
when Zirmmeror asfed them to
at lenst mako & o
mitment to the p
not leavs at mid-ye:

Extending the

Although studen
aame numbsr of ifi;
days (183) in year-fir
do in the traditional school
schedule, the actual time stu-
dents attond a particular class-
room is longer.

Gill Year-Round students
enjoy three two-week “interces-
sions,” vacation breaks between

%

§-yoar com-
ram “and
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blocks of school, in addition to
the samo traditional holiday
broaks in w nter and spring that
the reat of the district receives.

Intercessions are not consid-
ered part of the instructional
year and students are not
required to attend; but if they
do, enrichment opportunities
auch as trips to the YMCA swim-
ming pool will be available, the
principal said.

Another parant at the infor-
mation mesting, Melissa Burns
of Farmingten Hills, intends to
transfer her son, Joseph, from
tha traditional to year-round
program at Gill.

*I really wantod more conois-
tency in the claesroom when
¢hey’re put forward,” said Burns.

Burns explained that Joshua's
kindergarten class was eplit into

four sections for traditional firat
grade, thuse teaving only “three
classmates in each.”

More classmates likely would
accompany Joshua from first to
second grade under the year-
round program than they would
under traditional. That would
allow for casier transitions and
contributo to continued friend-

lottery.

Several paroents said they
would like to see a year-round
program implemented in middle
school. But, Zimmerer said,
logiatics and achedules for aports
programa are a major factor in
why one hasn’t been established.

Asked whuther students might
expurience problems going to a

ships and enk d self-esteem,
she said.
Positive experience

Zimmerer said there will be st
least 18 openings, following the
move of Gill Year-Round fifth
gradere to the middle school
level. There may or may not be
additional openings for 2000-01.
Students from the Gill atten-
dance area would get first crack
at those openings, with the
remaining slots determined by a

dule when reach-
ing sixth grade, Zimmorer said
the earlier school years are the
most important ones to have a
yoar-round program, to keep
learning retention at a higher
level.

“K-5 is the key" period to
attend longer school years, she
said.

According to Gill parent Pam
Prezioso, who has volunteered to
help the year-round program for

several years, “the positive out~-
weigha the negative by far. They ~
(the classmates) are almost likt'
brothera and aisters after &
while” because they are together2
for such a lengthy period. ¥

Zimmerer told parents the dis- ‘
trict provides transportation 3
during the extra weeks of clacses »
and during intercessions. Other 4
traditional "extras,” including 7
art, munic and literary groupa,
for example, also are included in
the yoar-round program.

“The only omission is that the
school’s hot lunch program is on
hiatus between traditional
schoal year cnlendars.

March 17 is the deadline to
register for next year. Call (248)
489-3690 for information. As it ia
o district program, there is no
additional cost ta parcnts.
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Insure. invest. Protect the ones you love. Everyone haa different financial goals. At

Huntington, we have the insuinnce and investment services to help fulfill yours. Let one of our
Insuranoe and Investment Repreesntatives help you deterains the financial strategy for your way
of 1ife. Stop by your local Huntington affice for your cial Annlyais
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Yamaha Digitals, Knabe, Schimmel,
\Wusslitzer, Chickering and more.
SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Satarday, March 11th ¢ [0:00 a.m.-5130 pm.
Sunday, Marth 12th « 13:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.

Call tall-free 1-877-480-7384
or visit &Bank® at www.huntington.com

Banking. Investments, Insurance.

[ Not FDIC-Insured ¢ May Lose Value ¢ No Bunk Guarantes |
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