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Julie Barber and Karen Bergor
moro than 660 hours to com-
plete. The girls chose tho project
as tho final stop toward enrning
their Gold Awards, Girl Scout-
ing’s highest honor.

After more than 10 yeara of
carning badges, why did they
choose to tackle such a chal-
lengo?

“It was n good way to finish off
Girl Scouting,” Berger snid after
n brief ceremony at Hills Fire
Station No. 6. “It's a groat
award, and it's nationnlly recog-
nized.”

Barber ngrud cxp]mnmg aho
got intercsted in firefighting an o
careur ofter attending a National
Leadership Conference with
members of Explorer Post 28,
Clinton Valley Boy Scout Coun-
cil, “That’s why the project
seemed intereating.”

It nlso proved a littios frustrat-
ing. After gotting their plans
approved through the Michigan
Metra Girl Scout Council, the
girls trooped over to Farmington

Hills City Hall in search of 8
map they could enlarge and
detail.

Thero was just onc problem.

*"We didn't cxpect the maps to
be so out of date,” Borger snid.
“A lot of thinge, like apartmenta
and condos, woran't on there.”

Afer spending a lot of time in
the Planning Department aod
touring the city, the girla finally
produced their first draft. They
found a company that could take
a photograph of the original,
make the changes and then
enlargo tho image.

But the complications scemod
endless.

“We made nll the corrections,
wo'd bring it back, and there
would be something else,” Berg-
er explained.

Firefighter Dave Feichtner
helped the girls with the detail
work, like rounding up firefight-
ers to proofread tho maps. They
also put in some additionat land-
marks on tho section maps.

“It was a lot of work,” he aaid.

“But up until now, only a couple
of stations had good mapa.”

From the time tho project
started — just after the girls’
sophomore year - it bogan to
grow, from tho Bergors’ base-
mopt up into #ie dining room.
Karen's mothor, Leah, said the
long, tedious process had to bo
worked into the girls’ already
busy schedules,

Persistence pays off

Both maintained high grade
point averages at Harrison High
School and got involved in sporta
and music programs. They put
in nbout 30 hours a week during
the fall, as members of tho Har-
rison High Mdrching Band.

“[ think they had the idea that
it would just go perfectly,” Leah
snid, “It was a long and tedious
project, and both girls had an
awful Jot of things going on at
the time.”

Both Leah and Julie's mother,
Fern, saw growth in their
daughters throughout the two-
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,year project.

“Hor persistonce was amaz-
ing,” Fern said of Julie. “At all
times, thoy wanted to be o accu-
rate. They would drive out in
their cars to neo it certain atroets
wero really th

Iu addition lo Lho

have crowned’ Vice
oat Al Gore az the

skills, the girls often took lcadur—
ship roles as their friends
pitched in to help. They learned
to solve problems creatively, and
had to take initintive in contact-
ing city officials and local buai-
nesses to make the projoct go,
Leah added.

‘The girls have taken the akills
and talents they've acquired to
college, Karen at Vanderbilt
University's Blair School of
Music and Julic at the Universi-
ty of Michigan's Collego of Lan-
guage, Scienco and Arta. Finigh-
ing the map project haa loft
them with something in short
supply as they slogged through
their senior years — free time.

More importantly, it has loft
them with o sense of accomplish-
ment and having dono some-
thing important for their com-
munity.

“It’s nice to sce the maps being
used the way we'd huped,” Karen
said,
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nee, ares Democrata shouldn't
shy away from Saturdoy's ,

,pomimt caucuses.
If there's ved to bo no
race loft, probably the turnout
wul‘bu vnry low, which is
unfortunates, uga thore's &-
6t more that heppeas &t the
caucus,” acknowladged Farm-

nett,

In addition to muung the
presidentisl vote, thosa whn
attend will hoar
vnnaty of inuolwenrythﬁn.
from “home rule” to ntate-
lsoued vouchers to off-set the

De m caucus Saturday

ington Hille l:hmr Vicki Bar-

anin on Hilh City Hall,
%i.e ywmdl X
beginning at 10 u.m. ol

* tion atfam.

cost of private u:lmnl m!ﬁm.
Barnott said partioipants
wilt llkuly hn;:d.lueh:x:n ::
algn onl 5 drive
got a c«:uﬁmgldnal amend-
ment that would requiro a
“super ruajority” of lsgislative
vates on any iesuo that
favelves the -u\hoﬂ% of locul
Hovarnments 50 get a
‘chance to meet and lnteract’
with aras govornmans and

, she added.
s will be hald at’

~Thoye will not be a De:
cratic ‘cancus'in Fnrmlngwﬁ“
Redaidents in that iy should’
to the Hille caucus site,. s
Janice Schmidt of tho clork's
office. '

City offices to close down March 1 7

Farmington City Hall will be
closed from noon to 4:30 p.m.
Friday, March 17, to allow for

ne i
offices to be rofurbished. v

The facility will re-open on
Monday, March 20.
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Seniors get

and the respect
they deserve at
Sunrise Assisted
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to meet our dedicated, caring staff and experience a
bomme-like

they need

nceds of residents

 Wellniess prog pervised by licensed
" nursing staff
 24-hour caregiving staff and security

o Individualized service plans to meet specific care

Three delicious meals

Alzhcimer's disease or

® Activities, social programs and weekly excursions
Scheduled transportation
*'A special “Reminiscence” program for those with
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734-327-1350
(Now Open’)
2190 Ann Arbor-Saline Road
Ann Arber
Ann Arbor North:
734-731-9500
(Models Now Opent}

1901 Plymouth Road
Ann Arbor

Farmington Hills North:

248-538-9200
{Now Openl)
29581 Middiebeit Road
Farmington Hills
Northville:
734-420-4000
(Now Open!)
16100 Haggerty Road
Pymouth

Rochester:
248-601-9000

(Now Open)
500 East University Drive
Rochester
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