Master class
features former
CAPA student

ail Mock had tickets to see

“Fosge™ lung before she knew

her former student, Greg
Reuter, v:as ono of nix principal
dencers in the production, which con-
tinues through March 19 ot the Fish.
cr Theatre. Mack frequently goes to
wee shows at the Fisher, Gem and Fox
to atoy on top of her job as director of
the Creative and Performing Arts pro-
gram nt Churchill High School in
Livonia. But she never would have
had the opportunity te coordinate a
March 2 master dance class with
Reuter if it hadn't been for Mary Mur-
phy.

It was during a November class trip
to Chicago to see “Fossc” that the
CAPA dance instructor discovered
Reuter doing some of the same steps
he'd done in the CAPA production of
“Swecet Charity”

Still, students weren't expecting
Mack to begin the master clawa by
reminiscing about how Reuter locked
students in a props cabinet when a
substitute teacher was filling in for
one of her theater clasacs in the
1980s. Reuter's come a long way since
his dayn in the CAPA program. Thin
year the program is trnining 160
Livonia high school students in the-
ater, dance and music.

Sharing experiences

“I think it's wonderful that studenta
who've gone on to success come back
to sharo their experience,” said Mack.
“For the dancern in CAPA it gives
them the chance to dance with profes.
sionals and find out whut'y involved.
For theater studenta, it exposes them
to dance and musical theater”

After a briefintroduction, a video of
the production featuring “Big
Spender” and “Mein Herr” was shown.
Reuter end cast members Linda
Bowen and Jenaifer Savelli then led
40 CAPA students through u combi-
nation of steps from “Bye, Bye Black-
bird.” Afterward, during a question
and answer session, students had the
oppertunity to find out what it takes
to becume o professional performer.

Did Reuter bave a degree in the-
ater? Yes, he earned a bachelor of fine
arts in musical theater performance
at Western Michigon University.
Bowen, originally from Maryland, has
a degree in dance and choreography.
Savelli went straight from high school
to performing with & bailet company.

How did they survive while audi-
tioning in New York City? Bowen
worked as a waitress on Second
Avenuo before she got a break. Reuter
advised studenta to get a job and save
money before lcaving Michigan.
Getting the job

How did they got the job dancing in
the production that showcases the
works of legendary chorcographer
Bob Fosae? Through open calls. Before

Pleaso soo DIPREFSIONS, C3

STA7 PRUIO BT Ak, UM
Steppin’ out: Greg Reuter
shows CAPA students at
Churchill High School a few
dance steps from the musical
“Fosse.”
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inda Simmons is a little nervous,
but nonethelesa thrilled about the
Great Lnkes Region American Col-
lege Dance Festival coming to Wayne
State Univeraity March 16-18. More
than 700 students and faculty mem-
bers from 16 universities throughout
the Midwest and Canada are partici-
pating in the avent that sxposes
dancers to the latest techniquez and
choreography in master classes, lec-
tures and performances. A faculty con-
cert, Michigan Chorcographers Con-
cert and Gala Concert cap the festivi-
tiea.
This i the firot time WSU in hosting
the event founded in 1973 to support

and affirm the role of dance in higher
education.

An honor

“This is an honor for us,” said Sim-
mons, the WSU dance professor coor-
dinating the festival. “We're excited
about showing off the dance depart~
ment at Wayne and all the great
artists in the area. With our Michigan
Choreographers Concert we wanted to
showcase Michigan and show them
our very best.”

S8immons, and the staff of the uni-
versity's dance department, m\nwd
established comrmmcl nuuh as Eigen-

on Friday, March 17 at the Dotroit
Opera House. Ann Arbor based-Bichini
Bia Congo Dance Theater will add cul-
tural diversity to the concert with its
Congolese-flavored fare.

During the festival, facuity and stu-
dent dance companies will present two
choreographed pieces from each of the
schools for judging by Luke Kahlich,
dance professor at Temple University
in Philadelphia; Gina Gibney, director
of the nll-female cnsemblo Gina Gib-
ney Dance in New York; and legendary

hower Dance E

dance/chorcographer Carmen
DeLavallade.

The best of the student and fnculty
chori phy wil

Hilis; Petor Bparling Dance Compuny,
Ann ‘Arbor; Detroft Dance Collective
and Onyxx Dance Company cf Detroit
to present the beat of Michigan dance
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Muiti-media: Peter Sparling

Dance Company previews the

first section of “Possible
ances.”

Great Lakes Roglon Amerfan
College Dance Festival
@ Facuity concest 8 p.m. Thursday, March 18, ot
Bonstelio Thastre, 1424 Woodward Ave., Detrott
8 Michigen Cnczeogrophars Concert 8 p.m, Fridey,
March 17, 21 Detrolt Opers House, 350 Maciaon

K Festiva fala Corcert. 8 p.m. Saturday, Mach
18, m Bonstelie Thestrs

Ticksts: $15 $20 for Indivicual concerts, $40 for
nit 3 concerts. Call (313) 5774273,

Galn Concert on Snturduy Mnn:h 18
at the Bonstelle Theatre on the WSU
campus. Severa) of these companies
will go on to compete in the national
festival in Maryland in Mny.

Wayne State’s dance department
will perform “Sand People of the” by
faculty member Erien Wilnan-Perkim,
and the student chorcographed piece
“Her,” by Mcgun Brunke of West
Bloomfield.

Preview

On Friday, March 17 the Peter Spar-
ling compnny will preview the first
section of “Possible Dances” which is
scheduled to premier June 30 at the
Ann Arbor Summer Festival in the
Power Center. Set to poems written by
Sparling and a score by Paul Epetein,
the work features dancers moving to
the sounds of neture. Sparling, who
spent his toen years in Ply-
mouth, will read the text for
this multi-media piece.

“Every poem is a dance in
a way,” said Sparling, a Uni-
versity of Michigan dance
4 professor who for the last
couple of years has been
R working on his poetry during
a summer writers retreat at
Cranbrook Fducational Park
in Bloomfield Hills. “It's
through imagery and the
flow that a poem comen
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Tim Smola, a member of

performs a work by Barbara the Peter Sparling Dance

Compeny, is looking forward
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Jazz musicians ready to wail and do battle

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAFY WRNIER
IchominGoc.homecomm.net

Midge Ellis remembers a time in the
‘40s and ‘50s when jazz grents such as
Gene Krupa, Oscar Peterson and Ella
Fitzgerald traveled all over the world
just to play in a Battle of the Bands.

Perched on a revolving stage that indi-
vidually showcased each group, the
bands would Jay down licks, one as hot
ag the next

On Sundly. March 19, Ellis is sound-
ing the battle cry as a fund-raiser for
the Michigan Jazz Festival at 8chool-
craft College. Larry Nozero, Matt

Michaels with Johnny Trudell, and
Tom Saunders’ Detroit Jazz All Stars
will go horn to horn playing everything
from be-bop to swing and Dixieland in
a Battle of the Bands at Clarenceville
High School in Livonia.

Ed Love, WDET jazz DJ and newly-
named programming director for the
Montreux Detroit Jazz Festival, will
emcee the battle,

“Weo're trying te bring that idea
back,” said EHis of Livonia, "It was just
the most fun. They would take turns
wailing. It's a lesson in improvisation,

and that’s the mission of the Michigan
Jazz Festival - o educate.”
Matt Mich bers those dnys

What: Larry Nozero, Matt Michsets with
Johnny Trudell, end Tom Saunders Detroit

the Bands,”

When: 3 p.m. Sunday, March 19

Wheee: Clavoncavilte High School

Audite Jum, 20155 Middiebett, south of
Eigit Mie Road, Livonia,

Tielonts: $15, call (248) 414-2720 or (734)
4592434, Procesds go to the Michigan
Jaxz Fostival (S 16 ot Schooicraft
Collage) and the l:llonctmlh Schools
Alumni & Friends Foundation.

too. Ho end his trio with guest trum-
peter Johnny Trudell will play jazz in
the swing atyle. The trio, with various
gueat artists, can be heard every
Wednesday night at Ron's Fireside Inn
in Garden City.

“We're offering a choice of what they
like,” said Michaels, s Southfield resi-
dent and instructor at Wayne State
Univeraity. "Guy Lombardo, Harry
James, they all would engage in these.
There'll bo three different styles. Tom

Saunders has quite a large following
for Dixicland.”

Saunders began playing coronet 54
yeara ago. For more than 20 years
Jazz veteran's Surfside Six band was a
ataple in clube around the Detroit area.
It was during this time, Saunders met
the legendary Wild Bili Davison, the
musician who most influenced his
style. Saunders weat on to tour Ger-
many, Switzerland, Ireland and Eng-
land with Davison. He returns to Ger-
many for a week of performances this
summer after touring Switzerland for
three woeks as leader of the Wild Bill
Davison Legacy band.

But before he leaves, Saunders and
Detroit Jazz All Stara Al Winters, uam-
bone; Bob Pinterich, drums; Bill M
piano; Don Bnyberry, bass, and ¢! a
inetist Jim Wyso of Livonia will battle
it out with Michaels and Nozero,

“We all know each other 0 it'll be
fun,” said Saunders. "Each band will
ploy a mini-set and then their versioa
of une specific song. I got hooked on
Dixieland aa a little kid. My brother
played it. It was in the house all the
time. _l like it because it's happy
music.

Festxval debuts
avant-garde
productions

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAFY WRITEX
fprovenzano@ove.bomecomm.net

Nearly everything about the Ann
r Film Festival is avan!
from the defiant sensibilities of k.hl'
films to the actual location of the
screening room, where an annua!l
media preview of the entries is held.
Clearly, Ann Arbor isa't Sundance.
Festival organners loathe notions of
larity or mai

Film spectrum: Over six nights,
114 experimental films will be
shown at the Michigan Theater.
Shown above is a scene from
“The Bottomless Cup”.

acceptance. The intent is to prod, pro-
voke and challenge.

Experimental isn't just a concept
used by filmmakers, It's the operating
philosophy followed by featival director
Vicky Honeyman, who graduated in
film studies from the University of
Michigan in the late 1960s, and main-
tains the fervent idealism of the
counter culture.

By day, Honeyman is a hair stylist.
Every other waking moment she gives
shape and style
to the longest

What: 38th Ann Arbor

Film Festival running experi-
e Tucsday Sondor. | pmental - film
Whesa: Michigen competition in
Theater, 603 Uberty the  country,
Street, downtown Ann held this Tues-
Arbar day through

Ticketa: $7 per show;
$12 for two shows; $15
for theoe ahows; $50 for
sevies. For Informuntion
coll (734} 9955355
Schedule:

Sunday at the
1.700-8eat
Michigan The-
ater in down-

town Ann
W7 p.m. Toosdoy, Arbor.
jsech 14 - Opening . .
Recoption, programing Against the
beglns ot B pn. urre
B7p.m &9:30 pm, ¢ nt .
wch 15 Last year's

B7pom, 9:20pm. & preview venue

:‘l n"nn‘xlwﬂ Fridsy, | was in the back
arc .
A3pm. 7 pm & 9:30 | 000, of Honey:
%"' Satuiey. dhnech salon a few

blocks cast of
Main Street,
which, by any
standard, is a

WEpm,?pm &9
p.m. Sunday, March 19

bit cramped.

Certainly, there's been an in-your-
face hipnees to previewing filian in a
room where you can also get your roots
retouched and a few inches taken off
the sides,

This year's preview was held next

E—

Hot jszx: Tom Saunders and
hig Detroit Jazz Allstars put
their Dixieland mlnu' on the




