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Course, located across the street,
plans eall for building 80 duplex-
ea and 76 townhomes on the San
Murino side and 362 apartment
units on the Eloven Pines side.

Officiala an Feb. 28 qualified
the property for Planned Unit
Dovelopment zoning. If the PUD
reccives final city approval, it
would allow the golf course and
housing to be built on a parallet
track.

Residents that night had
unked officials to slow duwn the
process by tabling the issue.
After testifying for hours at the
public licaring, they met again

Monday night with State Rep.
Andrew Raczkewski, who said
his goal is to listen and dater-
mine the facts.

“I have boen contacted by
many residents and a number of
homeowners’ assceiations,” he
snid of his involvement. “They’re
requesting information from our
office  and about  tho
DEQ...They're looking for what,
oxactly, has happened with that
property and what'’s in it.”

Raczkowski said he told resi-
dents “what’s done ia done” since
tho land is now public property,
and they should start looking at

how to work togothor to deter-
mine the next course of action,
He was bothered by talk that
residents have no right to com-
plain now, because they didn’t
protest when the land was pur-
chased.

“I reslly don’t think anyone
has the right to sny the citizens
shouldn’t be commenting at the
11ith hour,” he enid. "Thoy pay
taxos. They live in thia commu-
nity. Thoy can como forward at
11:69 if thoy want to.”

Along with the March 18 study
veasion, residents are invited to
o mecting with DEQ specinlist
Steve Kitler, to be held at 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, March 21, at the
Farmington Hills Library,

Brouiliette /.. ...

“It's imporiant that peoplo on
the bonrd nre motivated by only
their desire to make sure kids
receive n good cducation,
thought about what difference 1
could make and decided [ would
try it. I felt like I could represent
o fnir point ol view.”

She learned how to run an
clection by nsking for advice
from people who bad done it suc-
ceasfully, *I learned as I did it.”

She learned how to denl with

the media through experience.

“In dealing with the medis, it
helped that I studied journalism
a bit. T worked on my high achool
and college newapapers. I'm
comfortable with' public commu-
nicetion, but I'm by no means
polished ot it. 'm honest when I
talk about things. It seems to
have worked well.”

Brouillette says our country
has come a long way since the
19603, when she was afraid to

run for president of the student
council. She thought she would-
n't be elected because of her pex.

“I feel genorally respected
when I speak and thot my views
are listened to,” she said.
“Maybe that's the nature of
school board work. It's easy to be
2 woman in thig kind of work,
since many administrators and
teachers are women. It's certain-
ly a comfortable group. I haven't
experienced any form of discrim-
ination,”

Brouillette has served on the
Farmington Board of Education
for four years.

CiViI from pa.ge Al l

“The problem of the 21st cen-
tury is the raciol divide,” he pro-
cloimed, “And at the heart of all
discrimination lies the same can-
cor.”

He blamed people in power,
including police officers and offi-
cials ranging from Oakland
County Exccutive L. Brooks Pat-
terson to Gov. John Engler, for
onjoying tho bonefits of a racist
socioty, He said Detroit copa play
the role of an occupational army.

Ravitz said one of hia clients
was caught Driving While Black
in Redford in April of 1998. The
police said hé had a knife, Ravitz
said, although the attorney said
he couldn't see it on the police
videotape. His client received 17
bullet wounds in his body and
walks with a limp from that con-
tact, Ravitz sald.

Ravitz said he sued and won.
Tho officers kept their jobs,
Ravitz said one of the officers

was later fired for raping prosti-
tutes.

“Only we can eradicate this by
standing orm in arm oand not
allowing them to divide and con-
quer,” he said. “It's in my self-
interest to live in a self-respect-
ing world where we undem:nnd

lity and we" re
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ted to doing all we can.”
Ravitz said our civil rights
struggle started in 1492, when
an arrogant guy stumbled across
this country and claimed he dis-
covered it, even though other
people were already here.
“We've made progross,”

he

said. “But we're not even close to
achiceving racinl harmony.”

With his persanal stories of
tragedies and wuccesses, Ravitz
stirred emotions and memories,

Families share a lot more than a last'naihe. However, the things they have in common aren't always
that obvious. Like their blood pressure. High blood pressure has been strongly linked to heredity, so
it tends to run in families, Thete sre no symptoms, so it can eastly go unnoticed. And, left untreated,
high' blood pressure can fead 10 a heart attack, stroke, or kidney failure. But, the good news is that it's
caslly checked and readily neated. So maybe its time to start a-new family tradition. Call for an *
jood. To find a University of Mlchlgan physlcmn

svm Punm! BY BIARON LaMine

Penslve: Harrlson ngh School American Studies
teacher Chris O'Brien (left), with students Justin
Roumayah and Alvin Lymas.

Juatin Ravitz

bringing some tears.

Many shared personal atorigs.

Growing up in Winaton-Salem,
N.C., Lascnia Jones remiembers
the segregated 1950s well.

She stood and shared her story
with the group.

“There was nowhere to play,
swim or go to the bathroom,” ahn
said.

Her parents tzught the black
girl who would become an -cle-
mentary school principal how to
walk if she spotted a police uffi-
cer — quickly. She was always to
walk in a group, because “in cer-
tain areas of the ntnl.e thmgs
were likely €0 happen.™ *

At 52, tho respected Wdoddale
principal still refuses to drink
from a porcelain dnnkmg foun-
tain.

“They were reservdd for us,”
she gaid. “We used to refuse to
drink from them at all. My fami-
ly took a cooler in the car. We

lome)| ' *

LYES

: 9

Hutry in bbfoi'e we draw a line
through our great introductory rate
Ouf special 6.‘)9%1APR Home Equity Credit Line

offer is good for the first four months on new accounts
sopened berween now and April 30, 2000,

¢ No closing costs
* No annual feey,

c,'s-m * Flexible “interest onky”

had everything in the trunk.”

Gloria Vanderiugt approached
Jones after the talk. The family
service coordinator for Farming-
ton Public Schools had a racinlly
charged upbringing, although
she is white.

Vanderlugt lived in a predomi-
nantly black area of Chicago.
Bhe can remember being the
only white kid walking home
from school to the projects.

“Pcople would throw bricks
and cnll me names,” she said.
“Even the police would stop me
and ask what I was doing there.”

“I know what you mecan,”
Jones snid, shaking her head. “I
had to intervens for friends who
were white, or just fair-skinned.”

The multicultural/multiracial
council’s co-chnirman said the
event wos a success.

*1 think the purpose was to
create awareness,” aaid Jim
Hall. "There's a reason people
find themselves in the positions
they're in, The group in power
bears some responsibility. I'm
not playing a victim role here.
But they can use their power to
elevate people out of thnt posi-
tion.”

Ravitz called for Farmington
to become a model community.

“Lord knows, we nced some
good modeling, ch?”
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