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became Judge Schaefer,” Dolan
snid. “I'd worked on her cam-
paign, but politica was not my
thing.”

She first encouraged a noigh-
bor to apply for the open apot,
then found herself on the other
side of the fence whon he told
her the Council wanted women
to apply. After jokingly agreeing
to do it, she finally applied ... as
a joke.

During the interviow procoss,
Dolan answered the questions
henestly, from the perspective of
a perdon who had lived and
roised children in the communi.
ty. She renlly had no agenda or
spocial interest, and believes
that played a part in her being
appointed.

The mother of four sons and
longtime Boy Scout dcn mother
says her parenting’ experionce
gave her akills that proved valu-
able in politica.

“Anyone who has raised chil-
dren knows thore's n give and

tako,” she said. “You can’t just
pick up your ball and go home.”

That held true at both the
state and local level. Dolan
found serving on city council a
very porsongl experience. She
mot her constituents all over
town; even o trip to the grocery
store usually ended with some-
ono stopping her to talk or com-
plain obout mn issue.

Things were quite different in
Lansing. Much of the work was
done in committee sossions,
which were open to the public
but not woll attended. Dolan
held regular office hours at
home and encouraged people to
call or write her with their con-
cerns or questions.

“You have to remomber who
sent yau,” she said. “You repre-
sent all of your constituents. You
have to work harder.”

While women legislators are
still in the minority, Dolan folt
she was troated fairly and
respectfully. She'd like to seo the
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for when it was time to run as
an individual.”

After noven years on the
board, she reflects on what is
most meaningful,

“I'm working for kids,” she
said. “I'm working to ensure
they get the knowledge and
skills appropriate for them.
That's really gratifying to me.”

She also enjoys working with
parents, especinlly when she can
resolve a problem that is bother-
ing them.

In addition to her school board
position, Feldmon works at
Wayne State University as o
research assistant. She intends
to carn her master's degree in
aocinl work from the Detroit-
based university this year,

Asked how it felt to be a
woman in politics, Feldmun was
stumped.
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After o pregnant pausg, she
said, *I don’t know how d<man
feeln... I don't know how to
answer how it feels. It feels fine.
I've never felt any type of die-
crimination. There's never been
any gender issue at all for me.
In fact, it's probably: very
empowering to be in my posi-
tion.”

With her casunl manner, Feld-
man doesn’t oxude a political
presence. She’s a mom with a
cause that she believes in.

Thus, she doean't consider her-
nelf at all media savvy, She just
says what she thinks.

“Everyone I've dealt with has
been wonderful,” she said. “It's
been n really nice relationship.”
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balance shift a Jittle and cncour-
ages women of all backgrounds —
whether or not they've consid-
ered politics ns a carcer — to seek
public office.

“I would like to see o much
higher ropresentation in Lans-
ing, in Washington and every-
where else,” she said. *We need
all types of backgrounds to be in
politics.”

While she enjoyed public sor-
vice, Dolan didn't care much for
compaigning and fund-raising.
However, she found having
built-in community connections,
through her involvement in
beautification committees, gar-
den clubs and Scouts, among
other groups, gave her a leg up
in the process.

“To me, tho better way to do it
is if you get involved in the com-
munity first,” she said. “That
made it easier for me, because I
had a base of contacts. And life
»xperience is a big help.”

shot. In 1990, I was clected to
my first term.”

Webb ran her firat election
“from scratch. [ got a tiny bit of
advice from Janice Rolnick. I
vearched and discovered things
on my own, developing tech-
nigues.”

Thoae lcchnlqucl mcluded
“making the
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man in politics is perceived as fr ee R Ufus

ambitious. A woman is looked at
as taking time away from her
family. But you really can have
the beat of both worlda.

She recently received a bache-
lor's degree in political scionce.
She i o fellow of the Michigan

That's very lmportnnt l wrule

State Uni y Political Lead-
ership p

letters

to friends, I held fnmlly—onenud

fund-raisers. I relied and I con-

tinue to rely on friends and fam-

ily. I uee them an a sounding
ard.”

Webb believes it's great to be a
woman in politics,

“Women bring a nice balance,”
she said. “They tend to look
more at family issues and are
less partisan. They tend to be
more remedial rather than puni.
tive. Jt con be challenging for
women. I found that out when 1
ran for state representative, A

Beginning at the PTA district
level, Webb's public service to
the Farmington Public Schools
now spans a decade of service on
the board of cducation. She was
also appointed to the Commis-
sion on Children, Youth and
Families and was a three-year
member of the board of trustees
of the Farmington YMCA.

“It's great to be able to make a
amalil contribution. It is much
needed.”

concert

Contemporary Christian
recording artist Rufus Harris
will perform 7 p.m. Saturday,
March 18, at the Jeaus Center
Chris-
tian
Music
Cafe in
Farm-

Admission is free. The cafe is

MARCH i8

located at 20911 Inkster Road,” -
between Eight and Nine Mile

roada,

Harris, & former Farmington
Hills resident, released n self-
titled album of original music
last summer, shortly after head-
lining a concert at the Warner
Mansion in Farmington,
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