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Hills library focal point for kids’ reading effort

BY JON1 BUBRED
STAYY WRITER
jhubred@oo.homecomm.not

When it comes to pr:;r‘nring
young caildren to read, the cpi-
conter of Oakland County lics in
tho Farmington Community
Library.

The Hills branch has bocome a
distribution site for Read, Edu-
cute and Dovolop Youth
(R.E.A.D.Y.} kits. Produced by
Central Michigan Univorsity,
the boxed materials omerged
two yoars ago, from Gov. John
Engler’s Reading Plan for Michi-
gan, designed to help every stu-
dent read at or above gradoe level
by the time they complete third
grade.

Library Dircetor Bev Papai
snid the movement towurd
working with kida carly in their
lives has gone on for years, but
began to take on a more scientif-
ic focus in the mid-1990s, with
brain research directed b_v the
U.S. Department of Education.

“What they found in that chil-
dren who are read to loarn to
read,” sho caid, “that parents
are the first and best teachers of
the child, and that essentially,
reading is a key to lifetime suc-
cess. And it sounds 6o besic.”

At the time, Papai was presi-

dent of the Michigan Library
Association, Tho group began to
look at two “at riak” categorica:
unrl{ teens, when teacher/par-
ent Interaction tends to drop off
and other {nfluences becomo
strongor; and newborn to age 4,

bofore kids atart their formal
education.

Dolan xugpw into the picture,
A former Farmington Hills City
Council member and stato rep-
resentative, she's been a long-
time advocate of early childhood

cducation.
Dolan heard about tho
R.E.A.D.Y. packets several years
hoy contain

) “Y‘Vo began to [l The Hille branch ulnms likl,m T‘mad(i
ook at programs atong book an

directed for those has become a dIs-  cqaectto of Seanmo
two at-risk ‘catu- tribution site for S;mut}:ure;anlelct-
gories,” Papai said. ed to help dovelop
“We looked at what Read, Educate the skills and abili-
the library's goud Develop Youth tics necessary for
impact could be on R.E.A.D.Y.) kits. learning to read,
that age group as a ( nER.U. ') o a8 well as support
determinant for information_and
lifetimo auccess.” an ‘I Am Your

Everyone realized the Child” video for parenta.

libraries couldn't do it alone.
The offort would require a col-
laboratien with all the commu-
nity's servico providers, Papai
Baid.

In Farmington Hills, that
included the Commission on
Youth and Families, of which

ai is a member. The group
tnl ed about creating an infor-
mation packet that could help
parenta with ideas for activities
geared toward improving read-
ing roudmeaa in the very
youngest childre

That's Bbout the time Jan

Kits specially designed for
cach of three oge groups - under
12 months, 1-2% and 2%4 — have
heen produced thmugh Central
Michigan University's Educn-
tionnl Materinls Center. .

“No one from Oakland County
was responding to requests to
distribute the kits,” Dolan
recalled. “That's when I suggest-
ed doing it through the library.
It's a very necutral, non-threat-
cning place.”

The subcommittee took a look
at the kits and asked the
Depariment of Education about

making tho library a distribu-
tion centor. A number of organi-
zations submitted letters of nuY-
rt, including the Boys & Gi

ublic the city of Farmington
Hills, Farmington Schools,
Farmington Youth Assistanco,
Oekland Family Services and
the Interfaith Association,

The only way tho state would
jet Papai have the kits would be
if tho library could serve ns o
distribution point for the entire
county. She didn't really have
the upaco or the staff time,

“But I figured we would never
got it if I didn't find someone
who was willing to do it for us,”
she said, “So I called the Oak-
land County Reference Library.”

After hearing aer presentation,
the Oakland County Library
Board agreed to do it. The initin]
shipment of 1,000 kita went to
Farmington Hills, but the rest
will go through the county.

In addition to the prepared
materinls, the kits contain local
inl'ormntion about library pro-
grams, preschools and parenting
aupport resources. Kpds from
Boys & Girls Republic helped
assemble the packets.

For more information about
the R.E.A.D.Y, kits, call the
Farmington Hills branch, (248)
563-0300,

Crime rate
continues
downward
course

BY TRACRY BIRKENEAUER
STAFY WRITER

Major crime in Farmington is
at a record low for the third
year in a row, Gary Goss
reported at Monday's Farming-
ton City Council meoting.

The city's director of public
safety said scrious crimos in
1089 were down about 12 per-
cent from the provious year.

Thore was one murder in the
city, the third in the past 20
years. The others were in 1994
and 1881,

Goss said the suspect in the
1889 murder is mentally dis-
turbed and is still undergoing a
forensic evaluation. He is
scheduled to appear in court on
March 24.

The low crime rate is partial-
ly attributed to low unemploy-

ment rates and a good economy,
Goss said.

The public safety department
in 1998 responded to almost
half as many fires as it did in
1998, down to 24 from 46. On
the other hand, the number of
medical runs was up slightly,
The department had almost 3
percent more calls in 1399 than
in 1998,
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MARIE BENOIT

Services for Marie Benoit, 83,
of Farmington Hills, were held
March 8 at Qur Lady of Sorrowa
Catholic Church in Farmington
with the Rev. Scott Thibodeau
officiating. Burial took place at
Holy Sopulchre Cemotory in
Southfield.

Mrs. Benoit was born Oct. 10,
1906 in Germany and died
March 5 at-Alterra Wynwood
Assisted Living in Northville,

She is survived by son, Emil
(Rose); daughter, Sr. Maria
Benoit; sisters, Frieda Kiofor,
Emilia Anderson and Elisa
Schlachter; nieces, Trudi
(Richard) Gerstner and Myrtn
(Herb) Moelier; and five grand-
children.

Memorial contributions can be
made to Hartland Hoapice.

HAROLD Q. CRISMAN

Services for Harold G.
Crisman, 72, were held March
10 at Qur Lady of Sorrows
Catholic Church in Farmington.

Mr. Crisman was born Dee. 12,
1927 and died March 8 at Uof M
Hoapital,

He is survived by wife, Bar-
bara; children, Gil Ann (Neil)
MecQuarrie, Dean (Anita), Don-
ald (Rebeccen), Horold (Teresa),
Karen Bushar and Jemes
(Mary); brother, Donald; and 11
grandchildren.

Memorial contributions ean be
made to the Christ Child Society
c/o Tribute and Memorial Fund
Chairperson 16761 Joy Road,
Detroit 48228.

ALBERT V. FARLESS
Services for Albert Victor Far-
less, 53, of West Bloomfield,
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were held March 9 Hoeney-
Sundquist Funeral Home in
Farmington.

Mr, Farlesa waa born Nov. 7,
1948 in Detroit and died March
6 at Botsford Hospital {n Farm-
ington Hilla,

Ho is survived by daughters,
Lonette (John) Williams and
Angela Farless; cistor, Marilyn
(Richard) Endlein; and brother,
Thomas.

Ho was preceded in death by
his brother, James (Janct); sis-
ter, Anita (Joseph) Redmond;
and parents, Ariess and Francea
Farless.

MARIAN E. KEIMIG

Services for Marian Elizabeth
Keimig, 78, of Farmington Hills,
were held March 11 at Qur Lndy
of Sorrows Catholic Church in
Farmington with the Rev. Scott
Thibodeau officiating. Burial
took place at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery in Southfield.

Mra. Keimig was born May 7,
1921 in Pittsburgh, Pa. and died
March 9 at Angela Hospice in
Livonia.

She is survived by sons, James
(Linda) and Dr. William Jr.
{Joanne); daughters, Marianne
(Dennis) Weiss and Teresa
(Nicholas) Kober; and 12 grand-
children. She wau preceded in
death by her husband William.

Memorin] contributions can be
made to Angela Hospice in Live-
nia.

Arrangements made by
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home in Farmington.

HAZEL L. ERICKSEN

Services for Hazel L. Ericksen,
83, of Farmington Hills, were
held March 7 at Thayer-Rock
Funeral Home in Farmington
with the Rev. Raland Troike offi-
ciating. Burial took place at
Roseland Park Cemetery.

Mrs. Ericksen was born Dec.
17, 1816 in Calumet, Mich. and
died March 4 in Farmington
Hills. She was a homemaker and
member of Emmanuel Lutheran
Church in Southficld.

She ie survived by sons, Leif,
Robert, David, Raymond and
Androw; daughters, Christy
{Fred) Lukanchoff; 16 grandchil-
dren; and 13 great-grandchil-
dren. She was preceded in death
by her husband Leif.

Memorinl contributions can be
made to Emmanuel Lutheran
Church, 23425 Lahser Road,
Southficld 48336.

ERMA M. MCVAY

Services for Erma M. McVay,
87, of Farmingten Hills, were
held March 10 R.G. & G.R. Har-
ris Funeral Home in Livonia
with the Rev, David Owen offici-
ating.

Mrs. McVay was born July 6,
1912 in Mt. Pleasant and died
March § at William Beaumont
Hoepital,

She was a homemaker.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Elena (Joe) Firment and
Garry (Michelle) McVay; grand-
children, Shannon, Bethany,
Kelly, Kevin, Amanda, and
Erick; great-grandchild, Reed;
and brother, Joe Hughey.

VEpR N A o
Keep up with what s
happening in your
neighborhood —
Read the Farmington
Observer Thursdays
and Sundays

ACADEMY
Open House

Tuesday, March 21, 2000
9:30 to 11:30 aan.
Tour 8 school
devoted to teacking children
weith apecific learning disabilities
hew 10 develop strategies for learning.

Call (245) 642-1550 for iaformation
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