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complaint from page Al

n school board menibora
" Temi of

school of chmcc. the principal’s
letter

vidual buildinga ~ at least at
school level - do

d of changes Miller made, in

eeping with tho elomentary

chool atudy adopted by the
rd in 1998;

N Tha achodule changes followed
:) ‘January meeting attonded by
‘the principal, a handful of High-

:meadow PTA members and
ochool board trustee Gary Sharp,
‘¥hose B-ycar-old ron Ryan
lattends the school.

2+ Sharp, on Tuesdny, said he did
'not know mbout the meeting in
‘advance. *I just happened to

‘walk into the achool and (an .

‘office umpluycr) mentioned
:something was gnmg on that I
»might be interested in.”

The school board trustee

‘ndded that he has not since
received telephone calls about
'zbo subject, cither positive or
-negnlnc *I haven't henrd any-
‘thing.”
. Miller's letter detailed that
Yitudents will attend thres half-
‘dnys, the first on Friday, March
V;O so that teachera will have
“udditional callaboration and cur-
riculum planning time. The last
two afternoon truining sessions
are get for Friday, March 31, and
Friday, May 26.

“There just aren’t enough
houra in the day to do all the cal-
laborating and team plunning
necded to implement new
themes, new curriculum, new
ideas, new practices, and new
techrologies so that we can do
an even better job of educating
your children,” soid Miller in her
letter. “The Highmeedow teach-
ers are master teachers inspired
and energized as they plan and
prepare for your children. We
have devised a plan that will
“atlow for concentrated collabora-

-tion time while meeting the
required minutes in tho instruc-
tional day.”

Accéording to the rovamped
rchedule, which is in effect from
March 1 through the rest of tho
1999-2000 schoonl year, High-
meadow students will come to
school three minutes earlier

_.cvery day then they previously
did ana will lose six minutes of
their daily lunch hour, with
thone minutes earmarked for
instruction.

Time io lead

Miller informed parents that
schedules will not be affect-
cept for the three haif-
ind that Y-Care (YMCA)
be available for children
who need afternoon care or
activiti

“This valuable time will be
spent in dialogue among teach-
ers about how to maintain
(Highmeadow) as a unique

Rates

from page Al

Gushman said he did not have
information as of yet for sewer
rates, which are billed separate-
ly.

Joanne Fournier, of Farming-

ton City Manager Frank
Lauhoff's office, said a budget
public heannz is scheduled for
the evening of Mondey, June 6.
Water and sewer rates will be
open for discussion then, Gueh-
men aaid.
It is pm}ocud that the city of
Furmington will e, on o
wholesale basis, about 525 mil-
lion gallons of water from
Detroit, which is close to what
was bought for the current fiscal
year, which concludea June 30,

Gushmari said the total cost to

operate the water and sower
department, including the pur-
chase of water from Detreit, is
approximately $2-0-$2.8-mil-
lion.
Detroit pumps water out to
communities. around the
motropolitan area (including
Farmington Hills), with water
dispatched via meter pita to indi-
vidual destinations.

One factor for different com-
muni:y rates is that costs go up
in tandem with tho distance to
the dowatown Detroit water
plant; ho said,

{arent rate,” Gushm:
ued. “It's based on water usage,
peak rates, peak (water) Sows ...

endthe:lmrbbomiuwm .

the lesa the

pum,
Although rates snhbl{dﬂl by E
pooent of

Detroit are a major com,;
what the local

will turn out to be, making m-
Parmington's water system is
is anather.

“We do maintain our ‘owu_
water system,” Gushman .
*Thare are cests incurred.

Sharp said Miller's mecting
probably was held to gauge how
parenty would react to the
changes, and then implement
them taore quickly, vather than
to receive widesprend approval
at a town hall-type meeting.

*I told Bev (Milier) that ono of
the things Highmeadow is
known for i its innovation,”
Sharp said. “In order for it to bo
that ldnd of ‘lndn;‘ schoal ...

teachors need some (training)
time,” |

Tronsportation home on the
half-days might be thé only
sticking point. Bocause High-
meadow is a school of choice,
studonts from all over the dis-
triet attond classes there.

School board president Priscil-
]a Brouillette stressod that the
kind of changes made at High-
moadow do not require board
approval. But, she added, Miller
would not have proceeded with.

‘'Wo're expecting each
Individual elomontary .
school will determine
the schadule that's
appropriate for thelr
own school.’

Priscilla Broulllette
—Sckool boa:

pruldcht .

out strong -pnnmul support.
*"We're expecting P individ-

entary school will deter-

mlnc achediile-that's appro-
priate for their own school,”
rouillette uld. “I¥s important

succossfully added to thé
instructional mix, Brouillcttd

Mnlnwhile. Shurg und the

d teacher

that (L happen b
renlly ‘néed time to collaborate.
But it doesn't 1f the p-mt

use

logy, and that teacher
m collaboration were

uunun! for thoss'areas to be -

gontract (in 1959) allows for such
changes to hn made at indlvndu.ll

achools,

*We are trying to give schools a
Tot of site-based power,” said school
board Linda Enberg. “That
school felt it was important for
thelr teachers to ?ulve some
(additional)Wikining
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“Your people did a great ioti on rny roof.
They really know what teamwork i all about.
Thanks for the excellent service;,

Roof Removal and Replacement
v0Quick. Most jobs completed in one day.
/Ciean. immediate same day clean up.
vUp to lifetime warranty on yous reof.
/$State of tha art custom and speciaity shingles
/Shingle Guard 50. “The uitimate shingle underiayment”.
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CELL PHONE
¢ OCAL CALLING®

19%

inciudes 100 Minutes a Month

NO ROAMING FEE!
NO LONG DISTANCE FEE!
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*29%

Includes 300 Minutes a Month
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248-960-4446 1
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