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BABES from page A1l

hq,d puppets (so-called “Puppet
Pacple”) and stary books.
'ﬂninbt:ﬁonhumdy

ml'amuon. @0 wo treat it gen-
tly.

!lolluk 1sn’t the only one mak-
inﬁ the weokly half-hour presen-
tations to third graders all over
thq Farmington school district.
Others are Mary Bruzos, Gori
O!Grady-Perahing, Carol Snod-
geass, Chantal White and Mari-
o Wood.

sAccording to Helisok, who has
been part of ths BABES program
in Farmington since it began in
the mid-1980s, a key aspect is
tHat kids arc told there are
trnined adults at every building
i the district should they
edcounter problems they might
nét know how to deal with or
cgmmunicate.

Two rocurring points that
B‘qlluk tries to make to third
gradars is tAat it o *brave and
sthart” to seck help if they aro
eder in a difficult, uncomfortablo
aybstances-related situation at
hqmn and there is a difference

ible and irre-

lllnforhlnuwy,onomnndorlngmmw
tivensss of lessons taught in BABES [s that chil-
dren often receive mixed signals cutside of
school about what Is right or wrong,

3pondhl‘ upe of alcohol by thoeo
over age 21.

“We conatantly stress tho dif.
ference,” said Helisek, citing the
drinking of wine in religious cer-
smonios ae one example of
responsible use.

Unfortunately, ono problem
hindering the effectivenesa of

in BABES is that
children often recoive mixed sig-
nals outside of school about what
is right or wrong. With that in
mind, students take home lottera
after BABES scssions, to talk
with their parenta about what
waa discussed,
“The problem is it needs ta be
modolod ln the home, it needs to
be d i{n the

party storo. “If we enforce the
law, the word would spread that
it's not OK to do this in Farm-
ington (and Farmington Hills),
But we have a long way to go
before that happens.”

Certainly of help in achieving

that goal is a recent $4,450 grant .

from the Farmington

.Hills/Farmington Community

Foundation. 3

*We applaud the ... foundation
for their support of tho BABES
mission of teaching elementary
students the danger of drug and
alcohol use and abuse,” Helisek
said. “Their gift helpe ua further
aur gonl of intréducing theso

Hoeliaek zaid. “You can’t Jun
throw these blips at them. It has
to be reinfo: in the communi-
ty. And, the laws have to be
enforced.”

8he said lessons con lose
impact if thoy soe teonagers

king cigarettes in front of a

at the
and presenting chxldren thh llv-
ing akills that enhance confi-
denco and self-csteom.”

BABES is a worldwide pro-
gram which waa originated in
the carly 1980s by the National
Council on Aleoholism.

m @smg@ from page A1l

Ldnchnr or caunnalor,

'And not telling somebody
ubout such a problem is in fact
keeping o “bad” secret that
enables the situation to go on.

“Sccrets are like decisions,”
ifplisck tald the youngsters, “A

good docision is ono where you
don't get hurt or in trouble. And
a good secret is the samo. ... But
a bad uemt? You'ro feoling bad
becauss yuum gotting that ‘oh-
oh' feeling.

With that Helisck closed the

book on part one of the two-part
Rhonda story. The conclusion
would have to wait until the fol-
lowing Monday's BABES ses-

sion.

‘The Great 8 sees hike
in viewership this winter

As the winter months seemed
to linger we find anurselves deter-
mined to stay sheltored indoors,
And during this winter scason,
the city of Farmington Hills
Vidoo Production Division cer-
trinly had secen o tremondous
incrense in viewers who watch
The Great 8,

“We've received numerous
calls from residents compliment-
ing us on the programs that we

W GOVERNMENT
: CHANNEL

produce and I belleve this is due
to The Great 8 providing resi-
dents with informative 2nd hij
quality programs.” said David
Tietmeyer, video production
supervisor,
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According to
recent statistics,
88 percent of
Americans
watch television
and 69 percent
rely on televi-
sion as their
main #ource for
news and infor-
mation. And
adults are not
the only ones
tuning into The
Great 8. Local
students in the Farmington
school district were assigned to
watch and study the Farmington
Hills council meetinga.

*Woe just reccived a thank you
eard from a student at High
Meadows Middle School who
participated in the school pro-
gram study,” said Tietmeyer.
“It’s great to sce studonts atrong-
ly encouraged to watch their
local government station.”

In the coming months tune
into Channel 8 for the following
new programs:

B Inside Farmington Hilla will
present its 231st show with
Mayor Nancy Bates and City
Mannger Steve Brock as host.
Batcs and Brock wilt provide
local residtats with up-to-date
information on city issuea.

M Formoer television anchor
Vince Wade will entor his 10th
seagon as host for Farmington
Hills Policc Journal. ,

inco's professionalism has

been an asset to Police Journal

and we really do appreciate his
time, effort and sincere dedica-
tion,” said Tietmeyer,

@ The monthly show Secrets of
Spaco with host Mike Besat
recently landed at Cranbrook's
Inatitute of Science, Due to high
demand and request the award-
winning shows will be available
for checkout at the Farmington
Hills tibrary,

M Currently in pre-production
at the video divieion is the Multi-
City Rouge Water Shed Project
which will show residents the
importance of keeping water-
sheda clean. It is intended to be
distributed throughout the state.

W Also in the line-up of future
shows: a show highlighting the
Detroit Institute of Arts and th
Dotroit Opera Houso; schoot
safety; drug aewnroness;
advanced technology.

As the apring season swiftly
approaches embrace a chilled
glass of iced ten nnd cozy up to
watch The Great 8 ... the govern-
ment channcl that continues to
play an intricate part in provid-
ing local residents with informa-
tive, educational and a diverse
schedule of programming.

Annette Slomka is a video pro-
duction assiatant for the South-
western Oukland Cable Commis-
aon.

Plastics firm

opens in Hills

Rhodia Enginnu’-lng Plas-
tics, & world leader in specinlty
chemicale, will calebrate the
opening of its 8,000-square foot
North American Application
Dovelopment Centor in Farming-
ton Hilla with an open houso and
taurs beginning 9 a.m Thursday,
March 8. Visitors attending the
SAE Congress are wolcome. For
more information, call (248) 256-
1000.

ANNETTE .
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