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Secretary of state to speak at Orchard Ridge

Oskland Community College
ludos its winter/anri hH

Harrison Township supervisor,

onclu ing Dia-
tinguished Speaker Serios with a
presentation on “Virtual Cus-
tomer Sorvico” by Michigan Bec-
retary of State Candice S. Miller.

Miller will appear 9:30 a.m.
Thuraday, March 30, ot the
Smith Theatre on OCCa
Orchard Ridge Campus in Farm-
ington Hills. Admi is free

tho first fomale to hold
that post. After reelection to two
more terme aw supervisor, she
waa elected Macomb County
Treasurer in 1992.

Since taking office in 1998,
Miller has made customer ser-
vice the operative phrase of her
administration. 8ho has used

h

and the public ia invited.

Millor was elected Michigan's
40th eecrotary of state in
Ni ber, 1994, and reel d

y to oxpand customor
sorvice options, such as offering
licenso plate and watoreraft reg-
iatration rencwals by fax, touch-

tone tolephone
and Internet.
She has
expanded
instant title ser-
vice to all
regions of the
stato and imple-
mented & now
driver lecensing
syatem that paves the way for
additional improvements in cus-
tomer service. To case access to
the department and its informa-

Candice
Miller

tion, Sccrotary Miller estab-
lished the department’s web site
and fax-on-demand scrvice from
which information can be
obtained 24 hours a day, seven
days a week.

Miller is a member of the State
Administrative Board, chairing
tho transportation, natural
resources and environmental
quality cammittees. She i also a
member of the National Associ

u SPEAKER

sion and the Federal Electiona
C  caion's National Cleari

National Guard Base Communi-

ty Council, Care House Child |

Advocacy Center Board, and the
Detroit Economic Club.

For further information on the |

call Professor Harvey

program
B in at (248) 522-3622.

house on Eloction Administra-
tion's Advisory Panel. Candice
Miller is a mombeor of sovoral
other or izati includi

tion of Secretaries of State, the
Michigan State Safety Commis-

thoe St. John'e Hoapital and Med-
ical Center Board, Selfridge Air

The Orchard Ridge Campus is -
located at 27055 Orchard Lake

Road, just south of I-8986.

Ample free parking is avail-
able in campus lots near the
Stmith Theatre.

to a second term in Novamber,
1998. She is tho first woman sec-
rotary of stats of Michigan histo-
ry. As such, ahe is Michigan's
chief motor vehicle administra-
tor, official historian, chief elec-
tion officer and keeper of the
Great Seal. She is second in line
of succeanion to the governor and
acts in that capacity whenever
both the governor and the liou-
tenant governor are out of the
atate.

Miller began her public service
carcer in 1979 when she was
clected Harrison Township
trustee. In 1980 she was elected

Genetic
info won’t
be available

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWA BERVICK
MMALOTTOHOMECOMM.NKT

Health insurers won't be able
to view genetic information
obout prospective policyholders
before deciding whether to sign
them up, under a bill approved
by the Michigan House and Sen-
ate and now awaiting final
approval by the governor.

“We don't want people to avoid
gotting the medical testa they
need out of fear that the DNA
information could be used
againat them later. They should
not be afraid to have the genetic
teats they need done so that they
can start getting the trentmant
they need, if there is a treatment
that would be helpful to them,”
Rep. Gerald Law (R-Plymouth)

explained.

Fear that gonetic tests con-
ducted to identify future health
problems might later be used as
grounds for denial of health care

ge had Michi id
concerned, accarding to the Gov-
ernor's Commission on Genetic
Privacy. When the copumission,
created in 1997, reported back to
the legislature last year thit the
fear could cause residenta to
begin avoiding getting genetic
teats, it also recommended the
pending legislation.

The commission also heard
from researchers who said that
fears DNA information might
fall into the hands of health
insurance companies was
already having a “chilling effect”
on state residents signing up to
participate in genotic research

projects.

Tha four bill package, spon-

sored chiefly by Sen. John
Schwarz (R-Battls Creek) would
prohibit Blue Cross Blue Shield,
health insurance companies and
health maintenance organiza-
tions from reviewing genetic
information prior to issuing poli-
cies and from selecting cua-
tomers based on genetic informa-
tion.
Federal legislation has already
been enacted barring the use of
genetic information for group
health care providers, but the
taw doea not apply to insurance
companies when customers are
geeking insurance individually.
President Clinton has called for
the extension of the rule to all
health insurance companies. But
Schwarz' package would take
care of tho issue here in Michi-
gan.

Weeding out proapective poli-
cyholders based on a predisposi-
tion to certain genetic diseases
would defy the purpose of health
insurance, says Schwarz.

“That’s what insurance is
about — shared risk,” he said.

Law, who shepherded the
packagn through the state
Houss, agroeca. Insurance premi-
ums might be lower-for soms but
prohibitively expensive for those
who have DNA markers for some
genetic disenses, whether they
actually dovelop the malady or

nof

The bills have seen little oppo-
sition. Blue Crosa supports the
pack as does the Michi
State Medical Society.

Thoy received atrong support
in tho Legialature. The main bill,
Scnate Bill 581, pussed in a 37-0
vote in the Senate and a 106-0
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