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ENCAGEMENTS

BALLENTINE-WILLIAMS

Mr. and Mra. Gary Ballen-
tino of White Lake announce
the engagement of their
daughter, Kathorine, to
Charles H. Williama IfI,.eon
of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Bodoh
of South Lyon and tha late
Charles H. Williumas If,

An April wodding
planned in Farmington.

WILLIAMS S0TH
The Rev. L.S. and Clara
Williams of Farmington Hills
will celebrate their 60th wed-
ding anniversary on April 8,
The couple was married in
Detroit on Aprii 8, 1950, and
have been residents of Farming-
ton Hills for 20 years.

Willinms has been the pastor
of Goodwill Baptist Church in
Detroit for 37 years and Clara ia
& homemaker na well s nasist-
ing her husband in his ministry.

Thoy have four children, Regi-
nald, Duane, Yvotte and Tink;
and eight grandchildren.
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CHWALIKFOX

Free marriage
seminar set

‘The First Baptist Church of
Farmington is sponsoring a rem-
inar entitled “Marriage by the
Book” on Saturday and Sunday,
March 24 and 25, at First Bap-
tiat, 33400 Shiawassee Road in
Farmington,

Well-known Christion authors
Kent and Barbara Hughes will
be the speakers. This seminar is
free. To register call 474-0360.

ton Families In Action and the
schoals.”

“I started with simple things

.. planting bulba and pulling
weeds in front of the school. It's
very addictive. That evalved into
parent udvnaury bonrdn and dis-
trict committeen.”

When she decided to run for a
school board seat in 1996,
Enberg asked others who had
done it before. She read moteri-
als, asked friends, neighbors and
school buddies for opinions.

Getting up to snuff

“I had to bone up, get up-to-
date on the background of
issues,” she snid.

In that firat election, she spent
$2 800. Qukland Community

College had a ballot proposal
that June and it brought mere
voters to the polls. The second
time she ran for office — laat yeur
- she ron unopposed.

“It’s invigorating being a
woman in politics,” she said.
“The advantage of running for
school bourd is that it's non-par-
tisan. You don't have to play the
political gomes played at highey
levels, I'm free to be me, to stato
my opinion.”

When Enberg firat maved
here, she was pursuing a mas-
ter's degree in business adminis-
tration. Her two sons were In
elementary school. i

“I was a pack mother for Padk’
45 at l.ongnm Elementary ang:

Orchant

United Methodist,” she recalled.

When she eorned her degree,
her nons were at Power Middle
School and she became involved
in the parent advisory beard
there ns well as Farmington
Familics in Action.

As the boys progresscd
through Farmington High
School, she was president of the
FHS parent advisory board and
active behind the scenes in areas
like swimming nnd marching
band,

“Their activities became my
uchvmcs. she sai

Now in her second term on the
school board, Enberg states, “I'm
working os part of a team to

. tmake this district hetter.”

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Chwalik
of Farmington Hilis announce
the engagemeont of their daugh-
ter, Barbara, to Bret Fox, son of
Mr. and Mrs. J. Dennis Fox of
Canton, Ohlo,

The bride-to-he is presently
working on her bachelor’s degreo
in thorapeutic reereation at
Eastern Michigan Univorsity.

She ia employed by the Ann
Arbor P'ublic School System.

The groom carned a ‘master's
degree in clectrical engineering
from tho University of Akron.

He is currently working for an
engineering conaulting firm in
Beverly Hills.

The couple is planning a July
wedding at §t. Fabian's Catholic
Church in Farmington Hills,

OVERALL-SWEENEY
Carol Overall of Walled Lake
and Gary Overall of Highland
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announce the engagemont of
their daughter, Gena Dee, to
James H. Sweenoy Jr., aon of,
James and Beverly Sweeney of!
Farmington.

The bride-to-be is a graduate
of Walled Loke Westorn High -
School and Michigan Technologi.
cal Univernity.

She is employed as a softwars
documentation writer for Com-
puware Corporation in Farming-
ton Hills.

The groom is a graduate of
Harrison High School and
Michigan State University.

He is employed ns a systems
engincer for Unigraphica Solu-
tions in Livonia. .

A May wedding is planned st . °
Brentwood Country Club in
White Lake.

provost, Bates obtained a grant to do gerontology
research and set up a workshop. A survey of Hills
senior citizens provided an interesting laok at
their necds, ity services and r

“I went to the City Council und asked them to
form a Commission on Aging,"” she recalled. *I
went from there to knowing city officiula.”

After becoming involved in a couple of cam-
paigna, because of her background in public rela-
tions, Bates learned an important lesson, one that
literally propelled her to action.

“The way things finally got done, it scemed to
me, ia political necess,” she seid, “That's when 1
got involved.”

She served as Mayor in 1993, when that position
wan council-elected, and began her current term
after Jast fall's general election.

Value of networking

Compaigning on her own behalf has shovn her
the value of networking, and Bates places tremen-
dous impartance on the contacts that she made
through community involvement long before she
suught 1 political office.

*It's crucial,” Bates stressed. “People like a face
o o name, And the people you. have around you
are important.”

While she has never been fond of fund-raising,
Bates said citizens who have supported her goals
and idens have been “very kind.” She has been
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careful, however, to avoid conflicts in the realm of
campaign finance.

“I have returned many checks,” she said. “They
underatood. People expect you not to have cven
the appearance of impropricty.”

Being a woman in politice hos never been sn
ieaue; in fact, Bates said women have done quite
well in local public gervice. Character counts here,
as do izsues surrounding children and families,-
from which Bates has never ahied away.

Strong political agenda

While women might be criticized for seeking out
those issues - as though they were “softball” or
stercotyped concerns ~ she has made children and-
families a strong, consistent part of ker political
agenda.

“I've owned two businesses,” she said. “I've done
the other side of it, too.™

Bates encourages any woman with even a
peripheral interest in politics to first get invoived
in her community, whether it’s city committees
and commissions or civic and special interest
groups.

“It's rare, unless there's o really hot topie, to be
clected the first time around unless you've been
involved in the cnmmunity," she soid. *As you
begin to form your opinions on issues, it gives you .
a bnckground of where the community has becn
and where it's headed.”

octually cost her an clcctiun.
“It was a nasty campaign,” she
recalled. “The opposition put out

club's first woman president.
Smith was approached to run

wasn't casy facing angry cmmm_
and trying to communicate and -
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involved in my church, i

A

1984, it was the Democrat’s turn to run for the
state House agninst popular veteran and Republi-
can Sundy Brotherton, She lost. In 1994, she ran
for the state Senate. Again, sho lost,

Her own clection attempts weren't her only
forny into politics. Barnett ran campnigns for for-
mer state Sen. Jack Faxon of Farmington Hills
and state Supreme Court. Justice Marilyn Kelly, 1s
well as o state petition drive for the public funding
of achoola.

Learned the ropes

“It was with Jack Faxon that I learned the ropes
of big campaigning,” Barnett said.

Quite honestly, Bamnett said, she also had guid-
ance from former Farmington Hills Mayor Aldo
Vagnozzi when it came to political carnpaigns. "He
taught me the ropes of campaigning. It scared the
heck out of me going to door-to-door,” she said. “I
rvelied on the kindness of strangers. I sent out let-
ters. Actually, we did the beat we could with limit-
ed resources.”

Her jump from high school student government
to ndult community politics was prompted by some
landscaping work - and financing - the city of
Farmington Hills wanted to do along Orchiard
Lake Road. Barnett and her husband, Mark
Steckloff, lived in nearby condos, whose residents
had already lnndscaped their share along the thor-
oughfare.

*1 felt I had something to contribute to the com-
munity. I believe in open government, accessible
government. I think there’s room for people who
listen and want to help,” she said.

Being 8 woman in pnlltxcu Bnmcu said, just
brings a di and
poasible outcorse. “I think women tcnd to be more
nurturing. We tend to seck positions that bring
conflict to a reasonable close through conv vrantmn

“Conflict to us is not a win or lose We

nasty, nosty stuff.”

It's the price public officials
often pay for stapping up to the
plate of government service, but
Smith deesn't regret a minute.
She got politically involved dur-
ing the height of proteats over
the war in Vietnam, and never
looked back.

“I discovered the only way to
maoke things move in this coun-
try is by being political,” she
said.

A resident of Farmington Hills
since 1956, Smith was asked to
get involved in local politics by
attending a county Democratic
committee meeting. She landed
a spot on the committee and
eventunlly became the local

for city council after Farmingten
Hills became a city in 1972. She
loat by 37 vates.

“It was very difforent than it is
now,” she said of the campaign.
“The League of ‘Women Voters
sent out o questionnuire to
answer, and they had one candi-
date night. I think there were 27
candidates.”

Still interested in local issues,
Smith took a seat on the zoning
board of appeals, then ran for
council again in 1975,

“Iwns the highest vote-getter,”
she recalled. *1 beat the incum-
bents.”

The most important element of
any political campaign, and the
gecret to her success in politics,
has been honesty. While it

educate people about controver--
sial projects, Smith found most?

residenta to be blessed with com-Z

mon senne and civility, N

“You're asking citizens to-
believe you.” she said. *Some- -
times, it comes across like vou
know better thun they do, but
sometim ou do.”

She urges women 10 give pub-
lic service and politics @ go, but
to do their homework befure set-
ting out on what can be a diffi-
cult, but rewarding, road.

*“Be informed,” Smith stresscd.
*And no crying after you run and
get elected. If you can’t say when
it's over with you're glad you did
it, that's a very sorry position to
bein”

try to work toward solutions that make all sides
como ahead. That’s when government works at its
beat ~ when the solution is more than who comes
up with the idea.”

March 17 -

The Super Fair
at
The Pontiac Silverdome

S5pm-11pm M-F, Noon-11pm Sat., Noon-10pm Sun ..

Carnival Rides, Food,,

Ride All Day Weekdays
Special Prices for non-riding parents

Check out our ad in the Entertainment Section

March 26 .

Free Parking
ém, Weekends $12

Redeflning

Roysl Ooh and Canton
arx Konsad hormes box the e Mo antry e oF deposh requined.
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Retirement

Expenence the pleasure of mdependent living

Take [«o] mfort in this elegant community that
offers the ultimate in independent living. Choose from
one or two-bedroom luxury apartments with kitchens
and patios or balconies. Enjoy our fitness center, hair
salon, activities, transportation and more. We offer every-
thing you need to live in style with extras such as pre-
pared meals, housekeeping and laundry. Just minutes
away frum shopplng, dining, golf and other pleasures. Call
today for more information about our exciting new com-
munity or visit our websiie at vrww.waltonwood.com.

Living

Waltonwood at Twelve Oaks

Visit our new center at:
27475 Huron Circle
(248) 735-1500
adjacent to Twelve Oaks Moll

Waltonwood communities offer
the finest in independent living
and assisted living. Call today
for a personal tour:

Rochaster Hilis (248) 375-2500
3250 Walton Blvd.

RoyslOak {248) 549-6400
3450 W.Thirteen Mile Rd.
Cantosy (734) 844-3060

2000 N.Canton Center Rd.
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Every Summer thousands
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Laks Orion, Ml

Evalustion

Newaygo, Ml

aieme  » Comporate

fOI"Wa f'd to E gv W. Clarkaion Rd..
cam S SUMMER CAM
pees b » Camp Shirt + Baskethalls * Player
b (248 + Saller
v, CAMP HENRY
Kimball Lake

Carpr Expanwnce
e T Rocuesten Hitws Smstes {['e an sports camps

-y v Sui Day Cam|
SN Revent Programs et s sy * Hockey Instructional Camps

* Shmn-ou eare of hareay

]
ety

o vo « Environmental Education

(616) 459-CAMP

www.camphenry.org

s
3 T'wo-Week Sessions
4 One-Week Ssssions
ne-dugust $:30-2:30 pm

1810} 551:95207 @i0] 1516020

..Give them the opportunity to experience yours with an
advertisement in our 2000 Summer Camp Corner.

TROY SPORTS
«++CENTER - - -

® Learn To Skata Programs

1819 Exst Biy Bearsr Road o ooy, I

L For information contact Rich: 734-263-2069 '
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