CH{F)

The Observer & Eocentric/ THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2000

Salem stays close for half in loss to Pershing

}
BY DAN O'MEARA
Srary
dbmearafos.homeccmm.net

A strong first half atlowed Ply-
mouth 8alem’s baskotball team
to retain a measure of pride
deapito a 16-point Joss Tuesday
in a Class A boyo regional gamo.

:The Rocka can take comfort in
kpowing thoy forced heavily-
favored Detroit Porehing to play
the accond half to beat thom,

{Porshing was only up four
pbints at haiftime but distanced
itsolf from Salem in the third

quarter and eventunlly won 84-
6B at Southfield-Lathrup,

‘The Doughboys (20-2)
incrensed their dofensive pres-
stiro in the aecond half, caused
Splem to make more turnovers
and scored a bunch of pointa in
tzansition.

i “We picked them up full court
ahd went to a zone press and &
hpif-court trap,” Porshing coach
Arnold Nevels aaid. “We
thought, if we picked them up
dbeper and kept the game in the
back court more, we could dia-
rupt their offense.”

:After Salem's Matt MeCaffroy
acorod tho first basket of the
third quarter to put the Rocka
within twe, 41-39, the Dough-
bpys wont on a 16-2 run that

i BASKEYBALL

decided tho issuo.

Pershing guard Michae! Bailoy
scornd half of his team-high 24
pointa in that period and for-
ward Jacob Bhaw sovon of his

6.

‘The Doughboys, who led 66-49
going into the fourth quarter,
scored nearly all of their second-
half points on layups or dunks
by 8-foot-9 Arthur Johnson and
8-10 Darris Manciel, both of
whom blocked a good many
shots, ton,

“We can’t make somo of the
mistakes wo did and miss open
shots and expect to stay closs to
a team like,” Saiem coach Bob
Bradie said, “because once you
got down it'a real difficult.

“It was like a time bomb wait-
ing to happen. You just hope you
can defuse it by making somo of
those puppy shots,

“If you don't, then you're tak-
ing threes and, if you don’t make
them, they're going to bo slam-
ming at the other end, which ia
what happened.”

Aftor missing its first throe
shots of tho sccond half, Persh-
ing madoe its next seven in o row
and, during a stretch that

Warriors /o pu.c:

extended in the fourth quarter,
18 of 26. The Doughhoys' lead
waa 80-57 at that point,

Johnson eand guard Karl Duck-
ett contributed 14 pointa apiece
to the Pershing effort, and Man-
ciel added 10. The Doughboys
made 38 of 78 shots overall for
47 percent.

McCaffrey, a 8-foot-7 senfor,
scored a game-high 28 points for
the Rocks, Sonior Andy Kocolos-
Li toased in nine, senior Ryan
Nimmerguth and junior Jeff
Hanr eight apiece,

8alem (13-10) matched Porsh-
ing point for point in the first
half. The Rocks advanced tho
ball with authority againat light
prosaure and got the ball in tho
low post to McCaffrey, who had
17 points in the first half, includ-
ing eight of 10 frec throws in the
second quarter.

“Wo were playing more their
way (in the first half),” Nevels
said. “Wo were trying to double,
ond thoy were getting the ball to
the open man.

“In the second half, we turncd
up the defense and took awny
their second shots. They ran
those back cuts, and we took
them out of tuot. Turning up the
defense was the moat important
thing.”

quarter.

.“They really came out and
played hord,” Stanczok soid of
the Big Reds. “They attacked our
press and they had around a
nine-point lead at one point in
tho second quartor. We were
able to cut it two by halftime,
but T waan't real happy. Thoy
ohtmboundod us 17-10 in the
first half.

* Western outscored Port Huron
19-16 in tho third quarter and
mnnngud to tnko n 61-50 lond

thanks to Kip Szostek's basket
at the third-quarter buzzer.

‘The Warriors owned tho fourth
quarter. Dawood, who sank five
3-pointers for the second straight
gnme, scored eight points and
Westorn made ail 10 of ita free-
throw attompta.

Chris Howder scored 16 points
for Westorn and Brandon
Routhier added six points.

Robsrt Banks paced Port
Huron with 20 points.

DENBY 77, ATHENS 61: Troy Athens
stayed with the toller, more pthletic oppo-
nent for & half Tuesday In o tegional game
at East Dotrolt High Schaot, but tho Tara
owned the second hall,

A 24-poles third quornter followed by o

30-point fourth period wiped out a two
polnt, Athens (13-10) naiftime lead and
sent the Tars Into the regionsl final.
* Mark Abro, tha only Junlor among the
Athens stonting five, tossed In 20 points.
Rob Fams led the renior brigado with 14
points; Mike Clesiak netted 11, Chris Cis
©hie nine and Robart Closlak soven.

Robert Strickland tozped Dondy (36-6)

with 24 points; Nathaoiel Wilson had 20.

Salem made 12 of 31 shotas in
the socond half and shot .376 for
the game (24-0f-84). Tha Rocka
made seven of 19 threes, inclad-
ing three by Kocoloski, and the
Doughbays six of 27.

McCaffroy was 12-0f-17 at the
lino and Salem 13-0f-19 as a
toam. Pershing sank six of seven
freo throws.

“We ron the high-low game
and got the ball inside in the
first half,” Brodio said. “We did-

com) Devo:a0e recepuon includod « sinte prce, Bubiect 1o 3

o't have that in the second half.
© “We wore taking the 10-foot
jumper instead of tnking it to the
basket. Theéir big guys had some-
thing to do with that, however.

“Lato in the game we had to
come out of our offense. You
can't do what you want and then
you're rushing shots. Onco they
had the third-quarter run, then
it was hard to dictato.”

With the season now ended,
Brodio expressed great pride in

Try our fun and effordable Femily Value
Package snd got free ticksts to The indoor
Superfalr. Enjoy 0 5poCious twoT0om suita
with separate bedroom and Iving room., froe
home-mado pizza, four sodas, a pool toy {great
for our heatod indoor pool}, ene free movie
rantal and microwavable popcorn, plus an
evening baverage tecoption snd complimantary
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tickets to Indoor Superfair, tho world's greatest
indoor carnival...
the Pontinc Sliverdeme. Just present this ad
upon hotel dwdk-in. For reservations visit

the 1899-00 Rocks.

*I told the kida I'm more proud
of them than any team becausa
of the adversity thoy came
through,” ho said. "Wo lost a ot
of close games, but they never
quit and kept coming back.

*“We won three championships
{holiday tournement, division
and district) and played for four.
You can't ask more out of a high
school team.”
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