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*It's funny and a wonderful
family story,” safid Grynjewics.”
*The three oldest girls are
tosnagers and crany. 'I'hz{

_want to wear pi and sl
stockingo. It's a good history les-
son about hnw life and culturﬂ
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Elyse mny not have the
premise for the play quite right
but she’s having a good time,
One of the favorite sayinge by
Frank Sr. is that everything,
cendy or kids, comes cheaper by
the dozen.

“It’a a utcry about how it's
cheaper to buy a dozen kids than
to buy one or two kids,” eaid
Elyse.

Thin is Elysos fourth timo on
the Manronic atngo. Sho's boen
acting since age 4, Provious roles
in Tinderbox Productions’ “Onco
Upon a Shos,” “Annic” and the
“Ted Sullivan Variety Show” pre-
pared the All Saints’ kindergart-
ner for o speaking part as one of
tho Gilbreth children.

Grynivwicz previcusly acted at
Walled Lake Weatern High
School and Michigan Technologi-
cal University, whore she had

earing lipstiek 5

ma Gam
ln nddmon to pllyinn the

housekeeper, G: cs {8 nlso

- cueing the sound just like she

did at Walled Lake Western High

School. After gradusting from
college, she wont back to the
high achool to tehch chomistry
and coach the cheerleaders. She
also worked with the drama
department there cucing the
sbund.

Family affair -

Fathor and daughter team
Rich and Mara Bezerko of Farm,
ington Hills atko have amall
parts in the production. Rich is a
little nervous bacause this is his

first time on stage even though-

he watched daughter Elizaberh
ploy tho lead role in Tinderbox’s
“Annic” earlier this year.

*I only have five lines as the'

dector giving the father bad
news about hia heslth, but it's
scary.”
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a magical
flight of the
imagination
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APRIL 9
WORLD PREMIERE
The artist, Marc Chagall, trans-
lated the Keles of the Aroblan
Hights into a series of beilliant
Rlustrations. Playwright, Karlm
Alrawl translates them both
Into an imaginative production
that makes Hs world premiers at
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rennial bachelor,” said Lans.
“His nurse is very devoted and
ted but she's very unfemi-

nine, He's o playboy that'told his

nurso to poss as
his wife to say they’re getting
divorced. 8he's enjoying tho rolo
aying ané makes comu
to & climax in the play, nnhnl-
is the character
L At the end lhu llb-

tion difficult.

“Its very funny !nn thero are *

some real and tender momonts. I
like that whift because it draws
peaple in on a lot of leyelu. Peo-
ple can relate to the chlucwru

Lying dentist’

Brion Taylor, a Plymouth resi-
dent, is the lying dentist who's
fallen in love,

*He's been ucin. Toni Sim-
mons for about a' yn.r because
marriags scares him,” waid Tay?.
lor. 'Hln girlfriend tﬂ,l to kill
herself and he just gets {ri deeper
and dooper with his lies when
sho wanta to meet the kids.” .

The must difficult aspect of the
role for Tuylor ia playing an older
man, Taylor is 26, Dr. Winston is
in hia 409, .

“I find it difficult to slow him
down,” said Taylor.

Taylor'a firat exposure to acl-
ing came whon he took acting
classes from Hartman, He'd
wanted to audition for plays
while a student at Plymouth

Back In time: James Hartman cues the lights and sound for a rehearsal of Sckool-

craft College’s “Cactus Flower.

Salem High Bchool but was “too
scared.”

“The theator and acting claso-
o8 gave mo tho confidence by just
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training in boapic scenos,” said
Taylor.

Village Players have fun fooling ‘Sherlock Holmes’

By BTEVE KOWALEK]
BTAYY WIITRR
SKOWALAKIQOR. HOMKTOWN.NET

Tim Wittlinger has practiced
law for 35 yearw and as a hobby

he's apent the last 33 of thase
acting in and directing plays
with The Village Players of
Birminghom.

He knows what you're think-
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ing sbout the law and acting
fields.

“Thoy'ra one and the same,” he
said, joking, before giving his
real opinion on the subject.

“In apite of the goncrt:l opinion
that a lot pf acting is nceded to
practice law, it's a lot more tech-
nical profession than one might
think,” said Wittlinger, a partner
with the Clark-Hill law firm.
“There's a lot more to it than
standing in front of a jury and
trying to emotionally persuade
them to your side.”

But like a courtroom, the the-
ater has o jury and it's scated in
front of the stugo. Wittlinger
likes the challenge of entertain-

.ing a ¢crowd and tho next plny

hell direct'{x *Sherlock Holmes,”
opening Friday at The anlnge
Players theater in Birmingham,

Comedy

Unlike the Sherlock Holmes
famoua mystery novels, this one
is more of & comedy, a “farce” and
not o mystery, according to Wit-
tlinger.

Holmes (played by Uregg
Watkins) and Dr, Watson (Wayne
Yashinsky ) try to protect Alico
Faulkner (Ashley Gaum), who
has in hor posseesion important
dccuments,

Madge

Lorraboe (Diana

McClain) and Jamea Larrabee
(Christopher Crosscn) are inter-

‘thetr team.

What: “Sherlock Hotmaes®
Whon: 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday,
March 17-18, March 24-25,
March 31 and April 1; 2 p.m.
Sunday March 19 and March
26

Whero: The Village Playaers
Theatro, 752 Chestnut Street,
Blrmingham (two blocks south
of Meple Road on the east
side of Woodward Avenuo)
Tickets: $12 vach. For reser-
vatlons, call (248) 644-2075

ested in the expensive docu-
ments and they lure Professor
Morinrity ('l'nm D Agnslina) to

Bidney Prin(a -(4¥olinon
Leonard) ia the go-botween and
ono of the play's funnicst charac-
ters, trying to arrange the heist,

“He'’s o ‘humbling criminal,' a
rea) comic,” Wittlinger said.

Holmes' humor comes across
more subtly, but Wittlinger
hopes, just as entertaining. For
instanco therd's the timo Holmes
announces he hears & knock at
the door before the actual knock.

*I hepe it's a funny part — if
not I've made a mistake,” ho
said. “It accontuatoa his observa-
tional abilities that we've all
read about.”

The cast also includes Gary
‘Templa of Plymouth in the role
of Parsona,

Witthingor said he jikes direct-
ing and acting the same because
he gots dlﬁ'erant rowards from
each.

] certainly don’t do it for the
money,” he said. “It's not a pay
proposition. 1 get enjoyment and
a sense of nccomplishment when
acting becauso you're building a
character. As director, you get to
interpret the show in the way it
ehould be artistically created.”

Family twist

The play has a family twist.

Ashloy Gaum, who plays Alice,
and Lorne Gaum, who playa
Billy, a teenage errand runner,
aro the children of co-producer
Stephanie Yashineky.

Stephanie Yashinsky {s mar-
rled to Wayne Ynshinsky, who
plays Dr. Wataon.

“There's nothing hetter for the
family thnn thester,” co-producer
Maureon Cook of Bloomfield
Hils said. *It’s & uniquo experi-
once for them. It's o fabulous
cast and we've got a iot of new,
young membera which is excit-
ing”

‘Thore also is a family connec-
tion 1o acting in Wittlinger's fam-
ily, though not for this play.

Hix 26-year-old son David, who
lives in Colorado, acts on the
aide, Ironically, he played a
lawyer in his most recent play.
Wife Diane and daughtor Kris-
tine are mors content to watch.

“I gave him some tipa (on how
to play a lawyer)," the slder Wit~
tlinger said, lnughing. “I'm not
sure he took them ™



