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Limp Bizkit fans
and teeny-bop-
per sensations
he Backstreot
oys and N'Sync
lios a middle
ground. In West-
érn Wayno
County that
P middle ground is
marked by the music of Branded.
Bringing in ,Imir new-style
punk and a bundle of baliade
sure to make young girls swoon,
the band officially relocated from
its native Lake City to the
Detroit area last year. Still get-
ting used to the new digs, threo
brothera Jason (vocals) and
Shone Bergeron (guitar), Robert
Barck (drums) and their friend
Bill Chesney (buss} have dropped
their horn section to return to
the rock-infeated roots, Together

STEFHANIE
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since 1887, the musicians have
grown together and finally
raleased their debut, “Jump
Btart” on Goldtooth Recorda.

. Branded will kick off the-CD's
debut oh-so-appropriately when
they open for Howling Diablos,
8t. Patrick’s Day at Redford’s
Bulifrog Bar and Grill. While
the band wouldn't say what they
had in store for audiences, words

tike “choreographed” and
“adrenaline” were tossed about
during a recent interviow.

Jason Bergeron, lend vocnliat
and Canton resident, said the
band’a strength lics in the closo
ties the musicians have with
each other and their mannger,
Dave Perrine. “We're really, real-
1y tight right now;” he said. Berg-
‘eron joined the band when he
roturncd from the Navy. The
moniker was derived from the
brand of his fnitials the singer
mads on his left arm.

He said working with family

and friends only amplifies the
musical benefits, we write
music, wa're always on the same
wavelength... I couldn't have
another guitar player” '
Parrine's devotion to the band
is just as strong. A Schooleraft

. College graduate, he began pro-

mating thom while still in col-
lege. Perrine hasn't locked back
since. *I believe in thoir music so
much, I won't stop until they are
guceeanful”

Branded’s music appoals to a
younger audience, mostly
teenagers. That means that the
reaponse at Pharoh’s Golden Cup
in Westland hae boom over-
whelming. The band only wishes
more venues catercd to a
younger crowd, .

I the Backstreet Boys can do
it, why not Branded?

The band ~ whose membeors
mostly reside in Wesatland ~ has
nudged near local success, win-
ning four battle of the bands con-

testa to date and snagging a:.':

spot per

the 19088 Michigan Btate Fair.
Bergeron recalled the wild
response Branded received at a
middle school benefit: “Fourteen
and 18.year old girls were
. Everyone was coming

up and asking for an sutograph.”
Having achieved notoriety in
Lake City, Branded hopes to
replicate and surpass that suc-
cess here. The band ia counting
on songe like “When I'm Away,”
“Locked Out” and “Junkie” to
help them gain such recognition.

Check out Branded opening for
Howling Diablos, 10 p.m. Friday,
March 17, The BullFrog Bar and
Grill, Redford. (313) 533-4477.
Buy “Jump Start” at all Desir-
able Disc and Dearborn Music
locations, Rock of Ages in Garden
City, Repeat the Beat in Ply-
mouth and Record Collectors in
Livonia.

Third Eye Blind’s feeling ‘Blue’ on tour

BY BTEPHANIE ANGRLYN CASOLA
STAYY WRITRER
scasola@oz.homecomm.net

Arion Salazar speaks in o decp
tone, with the sounds of Japanese
music filling in the telephone line
Thursday afternoon, March 2. He
calls me “grasshopper® and says
he's in his hotel room in Las
Vegas. But before he can pull off
any mtore of the interview in that
pscudo-throaty tone, Salazar
laughs and admits he's stumbled
upon music on some atrange
cable station. One-fourth of Cali-
fornia's best-known Bay Area
alternative band, Third Eye

3 ‘We're usuatlly not
what we seem.’

Arion Salazar
Third Eye Blind

Blind, he's in gr:at spirits, just
beginning to tour in support of
3EB’s sophomore Elektra
Records releasc, “Blue.”

Obsorver & Eccentric:
How's the tour going?

Arion Solazar: “The tour is
going well. Last night was the
firat night. It's great. The Muffs
are opening for us for the first
two shows. They are one of m;
favorite bande. That has ndded
They have just
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to the exci
been my favorite for years.”
O&E: To what do you

Are you hip to the tocal scene,
into supporting Metro area music?
Send us 8 photo of yoursel! and 3
list of your top five CDs from local
bands, compiete with band names.
Then, inctude your list of the top
five local bands 10 sea live In the
Mastro area. Tho Ouserver &
Eccentic will publish entrles in our
Entertainment section on
Thursday, as space provides,

8 SEND entries with your full name
and ¢ity of resldence to:
O&£ Entertainmont
38251 Schocicra’t
Uvonis, M! 48150
W Or FAX to:
(734) B91.7279
W Or E-MAIL ta:
scasola@os.homecomm.net

it Third Eye Blind's suc-
cess?

Arion Salazar: *I'd like to
think we write good aongs. 1
think we're a grent rock and roll
band. I'm kind of close to it, too
close to it. I don't know. The
muric we make is something we
can be proud of. I think most of
the time when an artist puts out
something real, it translates.”

O&E: Being such radio dar-
lings, how did you approach
recording the new album, “Blue.”

Arion Salazar: "We put time
conatraints on ourselves. We
jammed through it. We didn't
.want to labor over it. It has a
fresh, raw feel. The other thing
we did differeatly, (there were)
no boundarics as far as instru-
mentation. We used different

instruments like sitars, key-
boards, atrings, a boy's choir. We
wanted to go off and use as many
different textures as we had the
opportunity to..It was the most
fun I've had in the atudio.”

O&E: Do you have a favorite
track on the album?

Arion Salazar: “1 really like ‘10
Days Late’ (it's bound to be the
next single off of “Blue” and
Salazar co-wrote it). It has a
theremin (a wood and metal
high-pitched instrument) on it.
These songs realtly are fresh to
us. I think lots of songs come
across an meant to play live”

O&E: What's the significance
of the title, other than the fact
that it’s my favorite color?

Arion Salazar: * It's my
favorite color, too. We had a
stupid name for it, ‘Guardians of
the Universe. If you look at the
caver, it's like we're superheroes.
When wae were making the
tunes, for & minute (we were
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going to name it after) a defen-
sive chess move. It was so
stupid...It's a bit too brain-iac.
Why don’t we just call it ‘Blue?’
It's neutral”

O&E: The title suggests some-
thing sad, or moady, but the
album ian't that way at all.

Arion Salazar: “We're usually
not what we seem. The eound we
have is usually one way on the
surface. In that way, I think (it)
refers to the band.”

O&E: What can Third Eye
Blind fans expect this time
around when they catch you at
Detroit's State Thentre?

Arion Salazar: “To get
racked...We have a 60-foot inflat-
able ant-eater”

O&E: You're kidding about the
ant-eater, right.

Arion Salazar: “Yeah. We're
super-excited to come to Detroit.”

Third Eye Blind performs with
guests Tonic, 7:30 p.m. Friday,
March 24, State Theatre, Detroit.
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Branded aims to make.its mark on.metro

and Jay Bergeron. are ready to rock this St. Patrick’s

Brermoy J. Provo:

Branded: Bill Chesney, Shane Bergeron, Robert Barck '+

Day. Check out branded.ontheweb.nu. -

Stephanie Angelyn Casola papers. She can be reached ct

writes about popular music for
the Observer & Eccentric News-

(734) 953-2130 or e-mail at zca-
sola®oe. homecomm.net.
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