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Grootinga: Farmington Public Safety Director Gary Goss stops to pet Pongo during o
trek through the CVS drug store.

re are bands

Pﬂngo from page Al

owner,” said Paws volunteer Gail
Montgomery. “They can pick up
things thut small.”

Pongo can push buttons on an
elevator, turn lights on and off,
pick up medicine hottles in his
mouth and watk up ataira one at
a time, He olso knowa basic com-
mands and the accompenying
hand signala.

*1 want him to be perfect for
someone cloo,” Elson soid. “I
spend more time with him thon [
do with my own dogs.”

Elson also has two 100-pound
Lobradors and three cuts.
They're used to sharing dod's
affection. For more than nine
years, Elson fostered cats end
dogs for the Humane Sccicty. He
would house pots for days ond
sometimes months. Some of
them wore sick. Same were too
young to be adopted. Some just
needed training.

Ho still occasionally velunteers
for the Humane Society, but
Elson's new causo is Paws. He
heard about the program at a
Cobo Hall dog show, where the
group had an informational
booth and dogs deinonstrating
their talents.

Elson was impressed. He
anked if he could help. He hopes
others will, too,

While the group has 120 foater
homes across the country, Paws
needs about 150 more.

If you'd like to become a foster
parent, Elsen said you need
time, patience and some extra
caah, if possible.

“You just have to work with
them,” Elson said. “Don’t Jose
control. You'll work with these
dogs more than moat people
work with their kids.”

When it comes time for Ponge
to leave, Elson will ask for
another puppy.

“My house is already troshed,
5o another dog won't hurt it,”
Elson joked.

According to Pawa numbers,
handicapped Americans are
underserved when it comes to
service dopa. A Michigan Depart-
ment of Labor study found that
13 percent of people with disabil-
ities would like an assistance
dog, meaning that more than six
million people with disnbilitics
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Tralaing: Pongo and trainer Jess Elson walk through
the CVS drug store in Farmington.

want a dog trained to uasist
them with daily living activities.

Paws trains about 40 percent
of all service, hearing, seizure
and guide companion teams in
the country.

“There's such a nced,” Elson
said, “My mom taught me to give
back to my community. I'm not a
wealthy man, but this is some-
thing I can give.”

Paws foster parents must ful-
fill gimple but important obliga-
tions, Most importantly, they
must show the dog love and
attention. Additionally, they
must pay for food and veterinary
bills, take the dogs to obedience
training and socialize them by

escorting them to public places
and cvents.

“As they grow older, they
become aware of their surround-
ings, hut they won't ashy away,”
Montgomery said.

Paws, formerly catled Ears for
the Deat, originated in 1979. The
group hos pluced more than 500
service dogs ncrogs the United
States, The donar-supported pro-
gram reccives no state, federal or
local funda.

If you're interested in fostering
n puppy, call Paws at 1-800-263-
7297 or view their Web sice at
hittpy/www.pawscause.org/paw-
shome.htm.



