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hoavy rains, ne rymm
designed to handls

dents have been wrappsd up in all that rain,”

logal mlehhq‘il:u lhu“&ey

decided fo aue fo recover

m...’f in 1998, .n.,. Hands tied:

the city was negligent in The Iawsuit residents have
ing und operating the sewer ny'- ' also ties the city’s hands to

tom, and that caused jllnexsea,

| Where from

Hills City Mlnlger Bteve
Brock stressed the monsy spent
on Eloven Pines came not from

- sewer funds but from a separate
and distinct water fund. The
money was collected from the
northwest pressura diatrict,

~ where the property is located.

Jones wants to know why offi-
cialn aren't using funds eollocted
in her neighborhood to fix an 11-
year-old problem.

A life-long resident of Farm-
ington Hills, Jones bought her
homo 14 years ago, before laws
had been passed that require a
sellor to disclose sawer problems.
By the time she found out her
basoment would flood during
heavy rains, the seliers hed
moved cut of atate.

Since 1989, sho’s been strug-
gling to got answern and action
rom city offcials who havs, ahe

l
)
}
i

. rays, offered mo solutions. In

pddition, much to Janes”
they’ve approved new houvsing
developments, farther taxing the

sowrT sysbem.

Her heecment bas flooded half
2 doxen timeas. The family has
lost forpiture, Christmas decorn-
tions, clausic record slbums,
clothing and ather belonginga.
While t costs mount,
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, the
oo Jones' mind has been her
3y

“It’a 18 inches of raw scwsge,”
Jones said_ “Tt aboots up thromgh

svwrem.”

‘While the goopy, smelly stuff
will dear gut on its own, depend-
ing an how saturnted the ground
is, some folks pay to have it
pumped out. The Jones family
has becn driven out of their
bome s leng as four days
because of it.

had their home
nnnllly cleaned after clcl\
but cven thet
oo mold ¢oa-

taminaticn, recording to Comnic
Morbech, vier t of Troy-
baged Sanit Air. Spores take
hold om any cellulooe materinis
that becomer extremely wet, she
L
Bloldy situation

So what’s the big deal about a
littte

In o report filed with the US.
Department of Health and
Human icom last yeer, doo-
toxw in Ksnsas City, Mo. report-
ed the dexth of an infant in a
home found to be contaminated

with stachybotrys and other

“The DOH has pro-

= for exposure to
mddumhmmnm.

Concern for her family’s

undreds

health,

of bours she has already invest-

ed in the fight, keeps Jones

geing through hours of conrt
it of docu-

0

Schaeol are sponscring AR
and drug-froe all night

nnnyenmdu-u-nnnilz.
l’luu mail donations to

Mercy High School, 290500

Kleven Mile Road,

Hille, 45336; Atta: John Gerna-

.
Make chacks to Marcy

a&idrdl‘md-

alcohal

a da‘rea. Brock said the city
would like to get into the homes
to investigata.

“We're at a loss to explain why
Mra. Jones and her neighb

I ‘At this polat, | have 50 much time Invested,
1¥'s & matter of principle. If | win $25,000 In this

lawsult, it won't change

Jeanne Jones
—Flooded resident

have lwypod Ouhllnd County
has bee

are still having problems, but
because of the current situation,
it's problematic,” he aaid. “We
want to work with our residents.
The lawsuit has camprcmiud
our ability to do that.”
That's not to say all efforta

study nf sewers along um Farm-
ington/Evergreen lines, he said.
‘The will examine i

and whether the county’s sewer
lines can handle whatsver comes
their way — including the

of mundwaw fiitering into the

soptic system,

The cost of fixing the problem,
if it can be fixed, would be
shared by the county and city.
Brock eaid funding might come
from an increase in sewer rates,
but officiale would contact state
and federal agencies to learn
what is available.

Not cheap

But it just isn't cheap to
replace aging sawer lines, and
the problem isn't just in Farm-
ington Hills. Residents from
Beverly Hills and Birmingham
also filed suits last year. Birm-
ingham roportedly settled with
residents and sought govern-
ment granta to improvo their
sewers. The communities of
Groszse Pointe and Westland
apent millions of dollars in set-
tlements that ended similar law-
suits jn their communities.

In published reports, county
officials have estimated that

increasing capacity by 60 willion
gnllono would cost in excess of
$180 million.

“Some of the solutions being

kicked around now are vexy cost- .

ly,” Brock ssid. “You have to look .

at what's reasonable or practi- |

cal®
Jones doosn't ses the-rvason-:
ability of watching her bﬂemml.
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