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Perplexztzes
of parenting
Just proliferate

ho more timo I invest in thia
parenthood thing, the more 1
find mysolf simply amazed, or
perhaps dumbfounded. No one ade-
qustely warned me to be prepared for
the unexpected. Here's what I mean:
“Eye seo.” I often wonder whether
my son will be the enly child in histo-
ry whose vision actually worsens with
gloases, An oyeglass wearoer for two
years now, ho matter how many times
I nsk bim if thoy are dirty, he says no.
When I check them, however, it's like
. looking through crumpled wnx paper.
I worry about that kid and his cyes,
so 1 supplement his diet with lots of
extra carrots and try to ignore the
orango tinge his skin is taking on.
Another son complained a year ago
of not being able te sce the chalkboard
well, o I took him for an eye exam.
The doctor determined this ono’s
vision to be 20/20, but added that my
son confesaed to him his deep admira-
tion and longing for some of the eyc-
wear styles sported by kids in his
class. Ho was particularly fond of a
pair of glasses with little cars on the
frames.

No easy answor

I bave lenrned that for some prob-
Jomn, an woawor cannot always be
clearly seen. Weolcomo to tho brave
new world of orthodontics. My nona’
- dental accesonries are quito nppropri-
* ately named oapplionces, for thoy're
virtunlly as costly and have just as
many probleme. This category could
zluo be aptly titled, “Sce Mommy
Cry."”

A geries of words and phrases
should suffice to deacribe our relation-
ship with these little gadgets: Lost.
Broken. Don't ﬁt Cause pain. Keep
'Iylenol makers in the money. "I den't
know.” Noncompliance, Spend more
tims in lunch boxes, pockets, and on
budroom floors than in mouth If
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¥ Farmington area mothers
are joining the Million
Mom March in Washin,
D.C., on Mother’s Day,

g‘ "l\:m Boonique
mrodrique@oehomecomm.pet’

Sylvia Kambouris can't think of a
better way to spend Mother'’s Day than
marching in the Million Mom March in
Washington, D.C.

The Farmington Hilla nerobics
instructor and mother of two children
feols compelled to join this grasa roots
nationat campaign of mothors seeking
an end to gun violence in the U, 9,

“After the shooting of tho little girl
(tho Michigan firat-grader shot to
death by a classmate) I didn't have to
think hard about this.”

She attended a meeting at the Livo-
nia Civic Center Library earlier this
month of the local contingent of the
Million Mom March and signed on,

“I think having the march on Moth-
er'a Day is symbolic and very appropri-
ata,” sho said.

The non-partisan group was started
nine months ago by a small group of
mothers to raige awareness to the
threat of guns to children. The mission
of the march is to educate and mobilize
families nationwide to seck common
genso gun safety legislation and atrict
enforcement of those laws.

Specifically, the Moms want sensibla
cooling off periods and background
checks; licensing handgun owners and
registering all handguns; safety locks
for all handguns; limiting purchases to
one handgun per month; no-nonaense
enforcement of gun laws; and enlisting
tho help of corporate America to
achicve those goala.

“I'd really like more people from the
Farmington area to got involved,” said
Kambouris. “I've been sending letters
to day-care centors, schools, churches,
any place whero peup!e might be sym-
pathetic to this cause,”

A family affair

Her son, Jonathon, a senior at Farm-
ington High Scheol, will accompany
her to the nation’s capital in May as
will her husband, Chris. Her daughter,
Lians, who now lives New York City,
plans to join her femily at the march.

“They're very supportive of this
effort. My son is still in high school. We
worry about it (violence),” she aaid. “T
think that idea of safeness is gone. Tho
threat is there; it'a real wherever you
live.”

Million Mom March literature states
that “While we acknowledge that guns

may be nocessary for hunﬁng, law

hbox zip re
sion, it would bz cured. A t of
maternal yelling and nagging sppears

directly propottional to degree of
woaring.

* Now the dontist has discovered
more tarture treatment: the coment-

(an

if I'vo ever heard unel). Lhcso dlslndgn
from both wearers’ mouths about
twice a wook and always on my
busiest days.

: I recall bsing talked into these
# dovices to spread teeth that are in too
| narrow a jaw. If untreated, my kide
would potentially auffer from any
number of jaw, neck, apinal or other
preblems Iater in life. But since these
appliances entered the picture, 1 am
the only one sufferingl At the very
least, my kids could have sucked their
thumbs for years to make it all soem
worth it.

. Orthodontic monster

A third child wears a bite splint
and, surprisingly cnough aeems to
have adapted well since di
he can scare younger kids by;ult.uu 17.
from hia mouth ever so alightly while
bugging out his cyes. -

‘What lersona have been revealed ta
me since encouniering tha orthodon-
tice experionce? Just a ruminating
mantra: must feed them mush, feed
them mush.

On the flip side, I wonder if my
daughter will wear out her gums from
. avervbrunhxn‘ ant wo have to practical-
| rag hor screaming from attending
| !o h-r little pearly whites.

“That dees nat computel” There is
only ous question burning in my
mind: Do

years of trying to
familiarize llwith the computer,
I am stil} extremely limited. I can
shop oizline, o-mail friends and use
the word processor op a very basic
::"1’9 o ok tiun of any jaunt in
ply 2 any jaunt
pay AR with. ulrﬁvo children, 2od a
* *mokbxr-bired” is

somecne you don't

ed-in npphancc Considered at least

and national security, the

e

PARENTS MOBILIZE
FOR GUN LEGISLATION

proliferation of firearms intended for
one purpose only ~ killing another
human being ~ haa become untenable.”

Mary Waahington, also of Farming-
ton Hills, is a regional coordinator for
the march. Hor job is to rouse moms
from Farmington, Farmington Hills,
Southfield, Bloomfield Hills and part of
Detroit to help coordinate the Michigan
contingent.

Washington works syith the Kintino
Edueationnl Foundnts blished in

momury of ber two nephews who were
killed by gunfire in Benton Harbor
three years ngo.

“They were innocent victims in a bad
gituation,” sho said. *They were just
about to start college, had all kinds of
goals and things.”

Alternative to violence

She lainod that the d
works with children in grades kinder-
garten through 12 to teach them alter-
natives to violence. “Someone hna to
show them a different way.”

“Enough is enough,” she aaid. “It'
time to let the gun manufacturers and
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Local Moma: Sylvia KEambouris (seated) and Mary Washington,
both of Farmington Hills, are spearheading the local drive to get
mathers involved with the Million Mom March in Washington,

D.C.; on Mother'
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and ormmxmtlom! nre jumping on the
ith us

Y.hma! is

Washington amd as a single mother,
ahe ramed her son, an attorney, an
liat, 28 and
26 years nld mspectnvcly, alone, Today
she works in her son's legal practice in
Southfield. She plans to travel to
Washington by bus with fellow
marchers “to keep the motivation
going.”
“We're really just getting started in
the Farmington area and the response
has been good,” she added. “Churches

only the beginning.

with us

National cndoraements include the
National PTA, National Education
Asgociution, Natienal Council of
Catholic Women, National Council of
Jewish Women, League of Women Vot-
ers, and the NAACP.

Anyone interested in the M:llmn Mom

. March can attend o meeting at 2 p.m.

Sunday, March 26, at Busch's Market,
upstairs meeting room, Newburgh and
Six Mile roads in Livonia. Call toll-
free 1-868.989-MOMS or visit mimam-
march@yahoo.com

BY RUTH MOXALMAN
EPECIAL WRITER

Two houses in the Farmington Hills
Historic Districts are associated with
;huHahtedfanuly They are on Halst-

Dr Lee Halsted, who died in Qctober

1989, is remembered as the beloved
doctor who cared for Farmington’s
medical needs for over half a century.
In various interviewa and speeches he
recorded the history of hia family and
that of Farmington.

‘The first of the family was James

Boorn, He came to Farmington to
develap the 80 scres “taken out” from
the government May 16, 1827. The
first purchase of land in a territory ia
not juat bought. It is removed from
public lands, thus taken out.

James Boorn had three occupations.

'Halsted Road named for family with deep roots

He was a farmer, ran a slaughter
house on his land and was n cobbler.
He tanned the leather and made the
shoes.

A tributary of the Rouge River and a
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Matla’l

Ask Merla Parkar how her career in politics
began, and she has a simple answer: “I think it
ali starts with community invoiverment.”

While Parker, a 47th District Court judge,
doesn’t consider herwelf & politician in any way,
she landed in the thick of it during the 1992 cam-

her current post.
fer votited, seven candidatas filed.
Whllodn!adbmupcnofmml?

‘armington
Hills organizations and events, this was Parker's

firat ahot at public office

*The campaign pmul was & life-consuming

After Judge Margaret

& Editor's note: In the next few weeks we will
highlight area women elected officials in antic-
ipation of a campaign workshop to help new-
comers to the political field learn how to run

for office. The workshop is 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday, March 25, at the William Costick
Activities Center. Call the League of Women
Voters for more information, 248-647-1350.

Thovgh local politics was once a main-stay in
Joan Dudlcy’s life, she doesn’t pay nttention to
much of what's happening any more.

The 47th District Court Magistrate has a pret-
ty good reason, though.

“I ean't get involved because the judicial tenui
committee says if a person is guing to bo on the
bench, they can't get involved in local politics,”
she explained.

Dudley still votes, of course. But she isn’t near-
ly aa much a part of the political scene aa sho was
in 1972,
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PR Cher Ohiverio

The Hills
City Council member Charyl Oliverio hasa't
involved any of the difficult issues she has faced

in chambers.
1t wun't cumpulnmz. or going up againat
en with her

h hall r Farmi

angry or evi
fellow council members.

The toughest part of being a council member
has been juggling her life an a single mather.

“I don't have someons at home with the kids, s0
when we have a break, I have to quick go call the
kids to make aure everything’s OK." she said.
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