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Youth hockey tryouts-

Tryouts for Bantam level plnyn’n

looking to play spring hockey for a -

select house teom at Redford Ice
Arena will be from 9:30-10:30 p.m.
Friday, March 32,

Most positionn are open for the
Spring Shootout 2000. The cost for
the tryout i $10. For information,
call Art Rolston at (248) 388-3499 or
Mark Rhodes at (313) £:38-4366.

Michigan Open goif

Western Golf and Country Club in
Redford is among eight sites around
the state chosen to host qualifying for
the 86th Detroit Newspapers Michi-
gan Open,

The ficlds ot all sites will be limited
10 104 goliers and assigned on a firat-
come, first-perved basis.

On May 22, qualifying will be at
Greystone Golf Club in Romeo, Foreat
Akers Golf Club-West in East Lans-
ing, Gull Lake Country Club in Rich-
land and Meadowbroock Country Club
in Northvillo,

Applications are nvm!nbln at the

ing sites and Michi Sec-
tion PGA office by mlllng {734) 622-
2323. The $200 entry fre and opplica-
tion must be received at the Michigan
PGA Office by 5 p.m. Tuesday, May 9,

Girls 12-under hockey?

Suburban Hockey iv conducting
preliminary inquiries ns to the feasi-
bility of u fall hockey league for girls
12 and under. All games would be
played at the Suburban Training Cen-
ter in Farmington Hills and the Novi
Ice Arenn.

The league would adhere to ail
Michigan Amateur #lockey Associn-
tion and USA Hockey rules, which
menny there would he no checking.

Girls interested in such a program
should call Amy Jones at Suburban
Hockey (248-478-1600) snd indicate
their interest by April 1. If there ia
enough interest, a registration period
will begin immedintely.

Spring Baseball Camp

‘Total Baseball's Spring Break Base-
ball Camp {ages 7-17) will be from
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Monday
through Wedneadny, April 24-26, at
Powera Park in Novi.

‘The coat is $100 per player.

University of Detroit Mercy assis-
tant toach Lee Bjerke and former
Montreal Expo farmhand Aaron
Knieper will be the inatructors for the
camp, which covers l'elrlmg, hitting,
pitching and bose running.

Drills will be run to help improve
each individual's game.

Rogistrations will be token by
phone at (248) €68-0166 or via mail
to: Total Baseball, 30990 S. Wixom
Road, Wixom MI 48393,

Stampede of Races

The second annual U-M Heart
Core/ Domino's Stampede of Races
will be Saturday, April 8, at Domino's

| Farms in Ann Arbor.

The first entry deadline is March
13. Fees are $16 for the 20- and 10-

" kilometor races, along with the 5K

run/ walk. Cost is $5 for the Mitral
Mile and Mini-Mitral (400 meters).
Entries may be printed off the
event Web site at www. AthleticVen-
tures, com or enter online with a cred-

it

For more information, call (734)

" 332-3981.

- Biues baseball tryoutis

uta ara planned for the South

L Tryo
- Farmington Blues 13-year-old base-

ball team 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday, March 25 and 25,
at Draka Park, field No. 1. The field is
on Drake Road south of Grand River.
The Little Caesars Federation team
has all new players and managers
For more information call

assistant Lan Clapp at (248) 476-
1

Softball teams needed

Madonna University has two open-
ings remaining for ita 2000 high
1 tournament, which will

school
' h&y%!la(thmumsoﬁball

All teams aro guaranteed three
games. Call Madonna softball coach
Al Whita at (784) 432-8783 for move
information.
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Roturning players: Senior Lisa Berenholz (foreground) returns to play svccer for North Farmington
as does junior Abbey Houscr (rear) for Farmington Harrison. Both teams start their seasons Friday.

Remaining injury-free
is key for North squad

which have p!

BY DAN O’MEARA
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After losing key players to injury in
rocent years, North Farmington girla
soccer coach Tim Russel! is keeping hin
fingers crossed as the Raiders preparc
for o new season.

With 12 playern returning with var-
sity experience and everyone healthy
entering the 2000 campaign, Russell is
optimistic about the prospects for

orth.

*I think we have not only a good
chance to be .600, but I plan on us hav.
ing a winning scason,” he said. *I'm

North Farmington coach Tim Russell believes
his girls soccer team can have a succes:
season ag lonf as the Raiders avoid injuries,

agued them in past years.
North starts the season Friday.

going to knock on weod all year long.
Hopefully, we're not going to succumb
to injury again.

“There-are just 8o many good atti-
tudes on the team; I don't sce us get-
ting down after mistakes, and I think
that's going to make a significant dif-
ference in our play.”

The Raiders, who were 4-11-1 last
year, have their firat game Friday
night on the road at Milford. The start
time is 7 p.m.

Senior Ali Edwards is a key player
who miesed games due to injury us a
freshman and junior. She still man-
aged to return and win North's most

valuable player award for the sccond
year in a row last season.

Edwards, a two-time, All-Lakes Divi-
sion player, been the teum’s sweep-
er but will have a new role for the firat
time oa the center midficlder.

“I'm hoping she’s going to have a
atrong senson,” Russell said. “She came
back and made a significant difference,
and we're counting on a lot of good
things from her again. She maokes a
huge difference.”

Edwards is one of four returning
seniors and will cuptain the team along
with Lisa Berenholz and Jackie Tate.

Berenholz, Tate and Lindsay
Berbiglia begin their third yoar on the
vaoraity. Berenholz plays defense, Tate
midfield and Berbiglin forward.

*Lisa worked hard in the off-scason
and improved her skills,” Russell said,
*and Jackic has worked hard to be
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Well, maybe this can be classified s, .
o puyback of sorta

After oll, laat senson everyone con-.
nected to tlm Ontario Hockey Lﬂuguu
figured the Plymouth Whalers — the
regular-season champions and one of
the Canadian Hockey League's premier .
teams — would be a favorite to win tho
Memorial Cup.

B HOCKEY.

Then nlong came the London Knighta « o
in the sccond round of the OHL play-
offs and, in an ngonizing seven-game -
series that included three overtime,
games, the Whalers were eliminated.

This scason, no one expected the .
Whalers to be much of a contender for
anything outside of a playoff berth,
Four players from last season's team —.
David Legwand, Harold Druken, Paul
Marn and Jason Ward — gradunted
and are currently playing in ithe NHL.
Several others had also moved on, s

Sa what happened? How did the,
Whalers achieve the impossibie by !
repeating as winners of the Hamiltod .
Spectator Trophy, presented to the.
‘OHL's regular-season chnmpmn? .

“We didn't expect it,” said Whuler
couch/general mananger Pete DeBoerl
“It's been renl surprising. Comihg intes.
the senson, we were juet hoping lQ
make the plnyoﬂ's

The Whalers' season goala started '
be reshaped in December. Early in the
manth they were struggling to remain’
at the break-even plateau. But that
changed; an the younger Whajera
adapted to the game, the team started-’
making strides — small oncs ot first,
then bigger and bigger, culminating i,
a 17-game win streak thot was stopped
last Friday by Guelph.

Plymouth was in third place in the
OHL's West Division and struggling to
maintain that position in December, By
mid-February, they were first in the
division and climbing. :

“We made very few changes,” said
DeBoer, when asked if the team mada.
some sort of blockbuster move. *Wg,
just have such a young team, there was
room for improvement.”

Improvement is onc thing. But devel-
oping the kind of consistency that leads
to a 33-5-1 record since Dec. 1 (which
the Whalers are) is usually something
reserved for & veteran squad.

DeBoer credits the players who did
veturn for providing the necessary
leadership. “We have four key guys
who turned down a chance to play in
the pros,” said DeBoer, referring to
team captain Randy Fitzgerald, Shaun
Fisher, Eric Gooldy and goalie Rob
Zepp. .
Much was also cxpected from others
who played smaller roles on last sea.
son's star-studded team. Fisher, a.
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