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Imaginative premise misses flight at Meadow Brook

BY FHANK PROVENZANO
BTAYY WRITER

fprovenzanoBoe.homocomm.net

It's pninfully clear that the
woakneas of many plays is the
lack of a compolling atory. That's
hardly the problem with Cha-
&#all's Arablan Nights at Mendow
Brook Theatre.

On the contrary, shortly after
it'a been made clear the play will
deal with the spiritual tranafor-
mation of Marc Chagall, ona of
the 20th coentury's groatost
artists, the promiasc of a noble
tale clevates expoctations.

What transpires, however, is
sevoral simultancyus narratives
told amid a tangled wob of oral
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Resldonce Karlm Alrawi

ty In Rochester Hills

What: Premlere of “Chagall's Arabian NIghts,”  love story Insplred
by the art of Marc Chagall, by Meadow Brook Theatre Playwright-in-

When: Matinee and ovening shows through Sunday, April 9.
Whora; Meadow Brook Theatre on the campus of Oakiend Universi-

Tickets: $19.50-35. Call {248) 377-3300,

storytelling.

Although there are spocial
moments of mermaids, genies,
talking trees and flying horses,
don't expect the high-adventure
of o magic carpet ride, the brava-
do of Sinbad the Sailor or a
death-defying knife fight among
thioves.

While Chagall’s "Arabian
Nights offers an imaginative

premise, it loses its way in the
fog and never quite takes flight.

Basically, the surrealistic play
is the nmbitious story of the
famous painter who loat his apir-
itual connection to the lyrical
world of lush color.

Struggling with his identity as
a Jow and his loneliness since
his wife's death, Chagall finds
solnce in the company of his for-

Courage, passion, and
love inspire great stories

There was a
time, not so long
ago, that great
achievementa
did not neces-
sarily stand tho
test of time.
Without today's
glut of media
attention that
surrounds even
minor events,
the most note-
worthy individu-
als often had to
rely on the retelling of a great
satory through the arts.

As a deluge of publicity accom-
panies the apening of Comerica
Park in April, n new film that
tells the heroic story of Tiger leg-
end Hank Greenberg is set for n
weekend series at the DIA’s
Detroit Film Thentre.

Baseball film

“The Life and Times of Hank
Greenberg” should generate
plenty of interest in the Detroit
arca. Obviously, bascball fans
will lovo this account of one of
the grentest sluggors cver to
play the gnme, Loeal history
buffs will appreciote the wealth
of archival footage of Detroit in
the 1930s and 19404, The film
also showcnses n number of well-
known local folks, from Tiger
broadenster Ernie Harwell to
politicions Carl and Sander
Levin. But the most inspiring
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B Through the ages,
Inspiring peoplo have
‘been immortalized by
artists, playwrights,
composers, and film-
makers. '

. and grace in light of the perva-

sive anti-Semitism of his heyday.

“Hank Greenberg was an artic-
ulate, smart and wonderful man
who was very upfront about
being Jewish. Hia ability to nav-
igate tho waters during tho ten-
sions of tho time estzblishes him
a8 a hero, not just for his accom-
plishments on the field, but in
the arca of civil rights,” says
Elliot Wilhelm, curator of the
Detroit Film Theatre.

The film makes ita local pro-

- micre Fridoy, March 31 through

Sunday, April 2, and will be the
subject of a featured segment on
Dotroit Public TV's BACK-
STAGE PASS, airing 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 26.

Voices of Light

Through the nges, inspiring
people have been immortalized
by nrtists, playwrights, com-
poscrs, and filmmakers. A new
production bridges today's muaic
with a silent film from the 1920s,
“The Passion of Joan of Arc.”
Nearly 70 years after Car] Drey-

nspect of the film is in
Hank's demonstration of dignity

er d his film, P
Richard Einhorn created an orig-
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Latin and Argentine Tango CIuhf Detroit proudly present Live from Argentina

inal oraterio to the movie called -

“Voices of Light,” which has been
hailed as “a great maaterplece of
contemporary music.”

The film and oratorio with the
Rackham Symphony Chair make
a Detroit premiere Sunday, April
2, at the State Theatre. BACK-
STAGE PASS classical music
host Dave Wagner offers a pre-
view in tho March 28 program.

Love story

Somotimes, artists themselves
become the subjects of other cre-
ative works, s in the case of the
Mondow Brook Theatre produc-
tion of “Chagall's Arnbian
Nights,” which runa through
April 9. At the root of play-
wright Karim Alrawi's ntest
work is a love story. While griev-
ing the death of his wife Bella in
the 1.940s, artist Marc Chagall
fell in love with his housekecper,
Virginia, It was Virginia’s
retelling of the classic *Arabian
Nights” tales that helped inspire
Chagall’s striking illustrations.
The artist's drawings are the ori-
gin for ono of the most visually-
stimuinting productions you'll
ever see, with Alrawi’s use of
larger-thon-life puppets to por-
tray flying horses, genies and
mermaids.

Courage, passion, and love
may be recurring themes in the
arts, but it is the endless varia-
tiona in how the great storics are
told that keep the arts fresh, and
the audiences entertained.
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Perlormances

in Le Detsoit & Windsor Areat

alambo and Boleadoras
“The Obsessionl”

12 Dancers and Musiclana on Stage
’ Friday, April 28th 8 PM to 10 PM
Fastern Michigan Unlversity, Ypsilanti
Phone (734) 487-2282

Qeneral Admission; 840 Students w/ID $28

www.tickets.com

Heserve Your Seal
Todn!

i

Saturday, April 26th 7 PM to 9 PM |
Royal Oak Muslc Theatre \
Qeneral Admission: $40 V.LP.* 850
Ticket Master {248) 536-6410

alOakTheatre.com or purchase at theatre

Capltol Theatre and Arts Center, Windsor
Qencrat Admission: $40 (US) (480 Canadian)

mer h
Virginia.

To inspire him, Virginia reads
the famous Arabian tales. What
unfolds, however, i» far from
insplring.

A rotating stage and a mini-
mal set hardly evoke imaginary
flights to 15th-century Arabin.
Aund there are few clucs as to
how the ancient talea trans-
formed Chagall's vision, reinvigj

tur: 3

three-dimensional  human
beings.)

In the languishing first act, for
instance, long passages of expoai-
tlon are employed to tall of Cha-
gall's insecurities, including hia
fear of being discounted merely
as a painter of angels.

Only the entranco of lifo-size
puppota offors a reprieve. But
their muffled voices do little to
enhance the illusion, and only

- h "

ornted his artistry and rokindl
his capacity to love.

Only the energy and occasion-
al wit of Robert Morgan {Young
Mare, Badr) resuscitates the play
from a generally dispassionate
performance. (Probably the
rosult of portraying charactors
that are moro like cut-outa than

draw to the
cliches.

“The secand et is on improve-
ment, only to be undermined by
an abrupt, moudlin ending deliv-
ered with a neat bow and ribbon,

The play won the 1998 USA
Plays Today Playwriting Award

in the cstegory of best script
itable for family !

But beyond the surprivc
appearance of the pupr&h and
modest specisl effects, it hardly
soerns that most children — uscd
to seeing Star Wars magic on the
screen — would find engaging
the unimpressive on-stage wis-
ardry. .

Perhaps something was Joot
when playwright Karim Alrawi
adapted his award-winning play
to the Meadow Brook stage. .

In the end, “Chagall’s Arabian
Nights” doesn't deliver on the
promise of the play's expecta-
tions, leaving only the hollow
hype of “imanginative” special -
effects promoted in the pre-open-
ing publicity.

You Could Be Next.

Someone just won a new Cadillac Eldorado at
MotorCity Casino. Qur hot machines are now ready to
reward a lucky player with a new Corvette Convertible.
Only MotorCity Casino offers the Thrill Ride of your life.

Piay Today!
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Take One For A Spin.

For more Information, vislt us at www.motorcitycasino.com or call 1.877-777-0711.
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Sunday, Aprit 30th 3 PM to 5 PM ‘
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v.LP.* $50 (US) ($70 Canadlan) includes Afterglow
Ticket Office: (519) 2537729 t

for contidentist help,

W you bee more chan you can afford o lose,
yui've gat 3 problem. Call LR 2707117
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N YOUR BACKYARD SPACE INTO
YOUR SUMMER PLACE

~ WIN PQOLS & HOT TUB!
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