either gone or is going to see the
Vincent van Gogh exhibit at the
Detroit Institute of Arts, While I high-
ly recommaend the exhibit (I've scen it
twice), there's so much more going on
in the arta,
Whether you're intercsted in watch.
ing & multi-disciplinary performance

E veryone I talk with lately has

your own jdeas by attending a writing.
workshap, the nrts will uplift your
spirit and give you insight into the
human condition.

IHere's 8 guide to what's going on.
There's no excuse not to broaden your
mind through the arta,

Women's Historical Center

Take  trip to Lansing to see the
paintings of Farmington Hills artist
Edee Joppich and learn more about
the achievementa of Michigan women
at the Michigan Women's Historical
Center and Hall of Fame, Juppich is
proud to have n one-woman show of
her large-scale watercolor paintinga
at the center, which offers exhibits
portraying the Jives and history of
Michigan women. An instructor ot the
Visual Arts Association of Livonia for
more than 26 years, Joppich shows
four works from her “Gallery Dilem-
ma” series, The series started six
yeurs ago after a trip to a San Fran-
cisco gallery where sho became
intrigued by a group of large acrylic
sculptures,

“It's an honor to be asked to exhibit
my work there,” enid Joppich, the
1978 Artist-in-Reaidence chosen by
the Farmington Aron Arts Commin-
sien. "And from tims to timo, it's
important ta see your werlk all togeth-
or.

Thia i the 316t ono-perarn show by
Joppich. A nationully known artist,
rhe'o had work accepted inte more
than 100 exhibits. When not entering
her work into competitions, sho orga-
nizes weelt-lung painting sworlahops
for women on the Leelanau Peninaula
and trips to exotic destinations to cre-
ate art on location. The next
Artescape depurts for Mexico Dec. 2,
The six-day trip costs $1,400 and
includes round-trip airfare. For more
information, call Joppich at (248) 476-
1528.

The Michigan Womeon's Historical
Center and Hall of Fame is a project
of the Michigan Women's Btudies
Ansociation, an academic-p :
organization founded in 1973 on the
campus of Michigan State Univeraity.
Located in the historie Cooley-FHazo
House, the nonprofit center opened in
1987 to give visibility to Michigan
women. Changing exhibits feature
topics such as the important role of
Latino women. Traveling exhibita
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Edes Joppich

Art Events

B Artlut Edoe Joppich axhibits work through
Sundsy, Aptil 2, et the Michigan Women's,
Historieal Conter and Helt of Fame, 223 W,
Main, Lansing. Hours are noon to B p.m,
Yiednesday-Friday; untll 4 p.m. Seturdey!
oad 2-4 p.m, Sundey. Admission is $2.50,
$2 sonior citizens, $1 studants, call {617)
484-1880,

@ *Bordsr Crosaings,” a muiti-tayered o \s
concert, B p m, Wednesaey, March 29, In
Rockham Auditorium in Ann Arbor. Frae,
Coil (734) TAT-8885. .

& Sarles of writet's workzhaps and resdings |
bagin Wednesdey, March 29, in foom 200 of
ihe Liberal Arta building et Schooloraft Cot-
lege, 15600 Schooicraft, batween Bix snd
Soven Milo roods, Livorde. Cadl Arthur Un- *
oenberg at {734) 4624400, Ext. 8202,

Express yourself
through the arts

spectacle or learning to botier expreas:

€

BY LINDA ANN CIIOMIN
BIAY? WriTZR
Ichamin@oc.homecommnet

When the lights go down on the
Music Hall stagu in a little less
than two weeks, Barbarn Selinger
and Paula Kracer will be celebrat-
ing in the winga. The co-founders of
the Detroit Dance Collective have
seen their ghare of ups and downs
over the last 20 years but now
they’'ve reached the pinnacle of
their careers. Their ensemble of
nine gives a Gala Concert Satur-
day, April 8.

Sharing a dream

Ever since their daye ao students
in the dance department at Wayne
State University, Kramer and
Selinger, o Farmington Hiils resi-
dent, shared a dream to form a
modern dance company to have o
platform for their own choreogra-
phy. Together with Anita Surma
Saganski and Sue Ellen Darr-
Moustapha, thoy established the
Detroit Dance Collective. An ambi-
tious company from the beginning,
.it gave 15 performances in schools
nnd other venuea the firat year.

“1 think tho reason why we're so
puccessful is because we're a full
teaching compony and because
we're very persistent,” said
Krumer, a Huntington Woods resi-
dent, “We sense where the pendu-
lums are swinging. We're like sen-
tinels. We're always watching.”

The company spent the first few
years based at the Midwest Dance

i g

Center in Onk Park until they were
offered a residency at Onkland
Cormmunity College in Royal Oak
wherae thoy worked for the next 14
years, After outgrowing the space
threo yeara ago, they moved to the
Detroit's downtown theater district
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Muitt-modla worke Barbara Selinger dances “Virtual Voices,”
a piece she choreographed

in 1999,

ViSIAT: The dance coripany celebrete:

p.m.

WHIRS)
forming Arts, 350 Madison Ave.,
Detrolt,

and reception for petrons, No chage
(313) 9632368,

Its 2Gth nanlvarsary with a gein concert.
V/BH: B p.m. Saturdy, Apvil B. Cham-
pogne rocepticn for patrons begms 8:

Music Hall Contar for tho Per.

TICKETS: $16.50 concert; $35 concert

sftergiow following pesformsnce. Call

4 Road" at o gala concert to cele-

where they're housed inside Cen-
trel United Methodiat Church on
Grand Circus Park.

Vision

“We havo a vision that has to do
with creativity and communica-
tion,” eaid Selinger. “A lot of the
works are influenced by visual art.
I feel choreographers are liko visu-
al nrtuu We just use a different
canvas.”

The Gala Concert to celebrate
their 20th anniversary, like their
vision for dance, includes every-
thing from full-out fun pieces like
the 1980 “Zydeco Songs” to deeply
introspective works and atrong
social commontary. Nearing the
end of the program, the Dotroit
Dance Collective will premiere
Selinger’s newest piece, "Passing
"] Through.” Set to the music of J.S.

8 Bach, it features dancers creating

pathways through space and inter-
secting one another in a continuing
Journey of intricate dance pattorns.

“We wanted to represent aur-
selves with some of the best pieces
‘we'vo choreographed,” said
Selinger.

A painting by Mel Rosas inapired
the first selection on the program
back in 1994, Choreographed by

mer to the music of Poter
Gabriel and Stevs Relch, “La Puer-

3 GILATED HXINBIT:

B A 20yesr photographic retrospective
of the Detrcit Danco Colloctive by
Tom Kramer continues thiough Satur-
Omy, Aprit 15 et Lhe Detrolt Puliic
Library, 5201 Woodward Ave. The
Images documant dancers In
Tehaacsals, pof formances, and at
cisssas/demonttrations in matra
Detroit schoots. Also on dlspley are
historic costumes by Livonis designer
Benading Vids.

30

for

it Dance Collective perform the

Colohrating 20 years: Paula
Kramer co-founded the
Detroit Dance Collective
with Barbara Selinger.

ta” features a set piece designed by
the Detroit artist, Kramer thinks
Rosas' painting mirrors the Detroit
Dance Collective. .

“It's drawn directly from Met i
Rosas’ painting,‘La Puerta,’ which !
means the doar,” said Kramer. “He
frequently features arches in his
work. Many of our pieces are about
going thiough pasanges or door-
ways. We're always growing and
changing, alwaya Jooking for new
doors to atep through.”

Newer pieces L
*“Virtual Voices” is one of the

newer pieces chorcographed by

Belinger, who also dances the work

with company members Anh i

Nguyen of Windsor and Karen

Lci|gh tfm, X-‘u;‘minxtan l[illt!.'l"h\!4

e et

y
the photography of Anne McCarthy
in n video edited by Selinger. The
work was made possible by o Cre-
ative Artist Grant awarded by Art-
Serve through the Michigan Coun-
cil for Arts and Cultural Affairs.

“I'd visualized the dance for sev-
eral yeara and wanted to coordi-
nate movement on screen and on
stage,” said Selinger. “It combines
virtual movament with the actual
movement on stage.”

Kramer was inspired to create
“Travelers on the Same Road™
(1982) after viewing Picasso’s
“Guernica” and Ernst Barlach’s
bronze sculpture “The Avenger” at
the Detroit Institute of Arta, The
title for “Travolers”™ ia from a
Hebrew prayer of mourning. The
dance serves as a warning — hoed
the past or “ethnic cleansing” will
continue in the future.

“It's n strong anti-war picce,”
said Kramer, who will recoive a
Jewish Women in the Arts award
from tho Jewish Cominunity Cen-
ter on Sunday, March 26.“It's
abaut more than a Holocaust picce.
It's a human rights piece because
the killing continues as wo've scen

ntmmm CaoMN .

Mnrlha Miller in all for computers
lnd time- nvinu davices speeding us

lives, but being in an
“luttlnt modo leaves little room for
anriching our spirits
through the visual arts,
music and dance,

As chairman of the
rusic and fine arts com-
mittes ot Nardin Park
United Methodist
Church ln !urmin]um Hills, Miller in
doing something about that by bringing

Sce
testival

all three to the community in a celobra- |

thon of the visual and performinyg arts
Saturday-Sunday, April 1-2, -
“Let Your Spirit Boar” will feature an

art exhibit, concorts, children's work-
shopa and speakers, and except for a
Saturday evening concert by the gospel
group "Kingdom Heira,” all activitics
are

The choir from Plymouth-Canton
Bchoole' Tonda Elementary performs 2
p.m. Saturday,

*Music ia on international langunge,”
said Miller. "I believe the arts arc the
language of the soul, The weekend of
art Is an oxporience our church can
bring to sociaty and our community. It
makes us whole human beings and
helps us get in touch with our spirits.*

The idea for the weekend arts extrav-
aganza came about as a way of expand-
ing on tho church's musical activitios.

T Ploasc see FISTIVAL, C

Fine arts festlval will help your ‘spirit soar’

Painted pop-
ples: Mar-
Jorie Hogan
Chellstorp is
oneof 18 -
artists
exhibiting "
work as parf
of a celebral
tion of the
visual and
performing
arts.




