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Nuardin Park has a l4.year
history of promoting music with
a serics of concerts which most
recently foatured Now York bari-
tone Erik Chailfant. So whon
Miller looked around the church
at the art worke received as
memorial gifts through the
years, it aparked the idea to
have an art exhibit surrounded
by plenty of music.

IMusical offering

Miller hopes to attract people,
other than art patrons, into
church by offering concerts by
the Tonda Elementary choir;
Kingdom Heirs, the host quartet
for the Southern Gospel Music
Hall of Fame and Musoum in
Tenncssce; the Qakland Singers,
and the Hillside School Harmo-
ny Choir & Handchimes, 120
voices strong from the Farming-
ton School District.

“We have a lot of interesting
art in our church that a lot of
mombers and visitors aren’t
aware of,” said Miller. “We want-
ed to invits those artists to show
their work and to invite the com-
munity in to give the artists a
venue, We wanted to bring in
musical groups that would
attract a different audi

“Let Your Spliit Soar”

What: Celebration of the visual and performing arts which Includes
art exhibit, concarts, workshops and speakers

When: Saturdey-Sunday, April 1-2. Art exhiblt hours are 10 a.m. to
7:30 p.m. Saturday, and 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sundey.

Where: Nordin Park United Methodist Church, 29887 W, 11 Mile
Road, wes! of Middlebelt, Farmington Hlils.

Yickets: Events are freo oxcept for Kingdom Helss gospel concert 8
p.m. Saturday {$8). Calt (248) 476-8860 .
Highlights: .

& 10 a.m. Soturday - Children's mustcal activity follawed by mural
palnting sesslon or dance oxparience

M 2 p.m. Saturday - Concert by cholr from Plymouth-Canton
Schools' Tonda Elementary

® 9:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday - WorshIp services (Jazz and
gospel} featuring cholrs, sololsts and Waterford clarinetist David

Bennett

® 9:30 a.m. Sunday ~ Redford sculptor Sergio DeGiustt "Artistic

Croatlon®

Rab Koch, director of the Tonda
Elsmentary choir and the chil-
dren’s choir at Nardin Park, will
lead a musical workshop for chil-
dren Saturday moming.

“We want to attract families,
parents locking for a quality
experience for their kids,” anid
Miller. “After the music work-
shop children can choose to add
butterflies or flowers to a spring
mural or participate in a dance
workshop led by the li ical

If
we didn't have ather things
geing on, we'd he like any other
art show.”

In addition to the roncerts,

daneo group, ‘Lyrical Expres-
sion.™

Molvin Rookus, Nardin Park
minister of music, will team up

@@W@@ from page C1

with Koch to inatill a musical
14
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interest in tho ch

“The music workahop is an
opportunity for kids who may or
may not have had musical expe-
rience,” said Rookua. "The
emphasis is on children this
weekend, to expose them to the
arta.”

New venue

Marjorie Hogan Chellstorp is
ono of the artists grateful for the
opportunity to exhibit her work
at Nardin Park. The Farmington
Hilis watercolorist first became
aware of the church when she

This seven-foot triptych by Marjoric Hogan Chellstorp is one the works

in “Let Your Spirit Soar,” a festival spotlighting the visual and performing arts.

was commissioned to paint a
triptych as a memerinl gift in
honor of Muriol Thomas. An
instructor at Madonna Universi-
ty, the Visual Arts Ansocintion of
Livonia, and the Belian Art Cen-
ter in Tioy, Hogan Chellstorp
has oxhibited extenaivoly. In
1997, one of har pointings was
on display in the Michigan
Water Color Socioty's 60th
anniversary cxhibit.at the
Detroit Institute of Arts.

“Exhibiting is what artists do,”
said Hogan Chellstorp. “You
want people to ace your work.
Having a spocial show for artists
brings in people who wouldn't go
to a gallory.”

Among the other srtists
exhibiting their work are
painters Jerrl Fellwock, Sook-
Kyung Hong , Peggy Smith,
Gwen Tomkow, and Howard
Weingarden of Farmington Hills;

William A. Brown, basket weav-
ing, Farmington Hills; Sergio
DeGiusti, sculpture, Redford;
Suzanne Bauman, painting,
Bloomficld Hills; Kevin Bauman,
landacape photography, Royal
Ouk; Kegham Tazian, sculp-
ture/painting, Farmington Hills;
Toshi Shimoura, flower nrrang-
ing, Southfield; Donna Vogel-
heim, painting, Walled Lake,
and Bernadette Zochara, sculp-
ture, Farmingtan Hills.

tho killing continues as wa've
geen and it's not just ene cultur-
al group.”

Moking a difference
Kramer nnd Selinger believe
in making a difference. In addi-
tion to the 156-20 formal concerts
n yenr they perform in a variety
of venues and choreographing
pieces such as “Traveleras,”

they'll take their dances to 360
classes in the Farmington and
Detroit Schools by the end of the
year. Their outreach program
has been n part of who they are
since the beginning 20 years ago
as has their “Downtown Dance-
about Concert.” The Friday,
April 7 concort at Music Hall
introduces upper elementary
through high school students to
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Cealt Demonstrations
tertalnment

M ‘Artists have a responslbliiity to contribute to

Eisenhower Dance ensemble
to perform at Smith Theatre

the community. We're not Just entertalnment but

about learning and challenging the

Imagination.

isenhower Dance Ensemble,
‘s premiocre contempo-

Paula Kramer

Co-founder, Detroit Dance Collective

modern choreography.

“We want to challenge the
imagination of young viewers,”
said Kramer. “They are our
future. Without these young peo-
ple there will be no dancers or
an audience.”

Funding from the Michigan
Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs and donations from cor-
porations and individusls allosw
the dance company to keep tick-
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et prices to a minimum. It also
helps fund the programs in
schools and purchase tickets for
those who could not otherwise
afford to attend. Hudson’s and
Bank One were the major con-
tributors that make the gala con-
cert passible.

“Artists have a responsibility
to contribute to the community,”
aaid Kramer. “We're not just
entertsinment but about learn-
ing and challenging the sensecs
oand imagination. Modern daneo
companies have a long way to go.
Wa're asking you to delvo a little
deeper, be introspective and peo-
ple may not want to know about
these things.”

GET READY FOR _

rary dence company, will per-
form 8 p.m. Friday, April 7 at
the Smith Theatre 'on the
Orchard Ridge campus of Oak-
land Community College.

Ticketa are $18, call (248) 471-
7667. OCC is on Orchard Lake
Road, south of 1-698 ia Farming-
ton Hilla.

The concert had originally
been scheduled for Feb. 18, but
was canceled due to inclement
weather.

This performance will include
nthletic and engaging repertory
by artistic director Laurio Eisen-
hower and internationally
known chorcographers, Colin
Connor and Billy Siegenfeld.

The ensemble will perform
several ensemble pieces-includ-
ing “Lunacy,” n new work by
Siegenfold that will leave the
audienco dancing in their seats.
The company commissioned

Sot to the music of Gavin
Bryars, Colin Connor’s work,
titled “Pyre” explores the dra-
matic impression of one individ-
ual pasaing from this existence
leaves on those remaining
behind.

Eiscnhower adds her voice to
the program with “Moon
Dances.” Set to a Robert Moran
composition, this work blends
cnaemble symmetry with lyrical
virtuosity. Other repertory
favorites will round out the pro-

gram.

“I am looking forward to pre-
acnting my company once again
at Oakland Community College's
Smith Theatre,” suid Eisenhow-
er. “It’s a lovely little theater.”

Eisenhower founded the
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble in
1991. A vital nspect of the com-
pany’s mission is to cducate and
inform the public about the art
of dence and to encourage the

i feld's work, a rhytl
1y complex, upbeat, and fun-lov-
ing romp, earlier this season.
\

to explore dance a8 o
source of cultural and physical
enrichment.
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