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Mystery gives new
meaning to ‘Cold War’

“Winter of the Wolt Moon,” by
Steve Hamllton (St. Martin’s,
$23.95)

If you enjoy gobs of snow, ice
fishing, snowmobiling, bone-
chilling toemperatures and other
accouterments cf life in the
Upper Peninsu-
la during win-
ter, this atory
will probably
appeal to you
from the get-go.
If you're rather
indifferent to
any of the
above, “Winter
of the Wolf
Moon” is o mys-
tery that may
reet you in any-
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reach out and
way.

Michigan native Stove Homil-
ton is a writer who knows how to
weave a tale, how to animate it
with some convincing players
ond a touch of comic relief, and
how to paint word picturea of a
backdrop so chilling we may
want to edge just a bit closer to
the fireside as we read. Last
year, he won the coveted Edgar
Award for Best First Crimo
Novel with “A Cold Day in Par-
adise.” “Winter of the Wolf
Moon" is a sequel to that work.

Alex McKnight is an ex-cop
who blomes himself for his part-
ner's death, which occurred
when the two were crimefighters
on gome of the meaneat streots of
Detroit 14 years ngo. Alex still
isn't over it, and moybe he never
will be. Now living in a cabin
near the Canadian border on
somo foreated land willed to him
by his father, McKnight has
become something just this side
of a recluse,

One night, his just-about-only
friend, Vinnie LeBlane, con-
vinces the 4B-year-old Alex to
participate in a “slow puck”
hockey vontust at the local rink
for creaky old guys over 30.
(*Don’t you ever get the urge to
do anything, Alex?” Vinnic asks.)

But na soon ns Alex is suited
up us goalie, he regrets his deci-

H Alex McKnight is an
ex-cop who biames him-

seolf for his partner's
death, which occurred
when the two were
crimefighters on some
of the moanest streats
of Detrolt 14 years ago.
Alex stlll sn't over it,
and maybe he never
will be.

sion to play. Seems the other
tenm is headed up by a guy
named Bruckman, a thuggiah
type who could make Marty
McSorley seom likablo on the ice.
‘When Alex robs Bruckman of a
couple of goals, the wheels of this
Btory are set in motion. Bruck-
man, shell we say, does not like
to be thwarted, although he will
eventually come up as a loser in
this story and in one of the most
horrendous ways possible (after
reading “Winter of the Wolf
Moon,” you may nover look at an
ice shanty in quite the same way
again).

After the game, Bruckman's
battered Native Amcrican girl-
friend searches out Alex, asking
for protection from the brute and
hinting that othera may be out to
get her, too. The ex-cop puts her
up,in an adjoining cabin he often
rents out to snowmobilers, but
the next morning she’s gone, and
the cabin is ransacked, Alex,
already racked with guilt in the
matter of his partner’s death,
blames himself for her disap-
pearance, and seta out -~ almost
frantically — to find her.

Along the way, he acquires a
new “partner” of sorts, encoun-
ters a couple of not-so-crafty gov-
ernment agents, and finally
comes up agninst some Russiana
who lend a whole new meaning
to the,phrase “Cold War.” All the
while, he's fighting a fierce U.P,
winter, of course, and he also
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manages someo dabbling in
Native American matters at the
local rez near Whitefish Bay.
{The Welf Moon of the title has
nothing to do with Indian lore,
by the way, but has ita origina in
Celtic mythology.)

Hamilton's dialogue doesn’t
always ring true, and his ending
may leave many readers slightly
confused about how McKnight
comes to the handy conclusions
he roaches to resolve the story,
But, ultimately, these seom
rather small mattors — and casy
to overlook — in a tale that other-
wise contains such specinl
appeal, especially for Michigan
readers.

Though flawed as a human
boing, McKnight as a fictional
character will impress most
readers not just as substantive
and eredible, but as highly sym-
pathetic.

Here's a guy who has ended up
on the fringes of society, in a
genne, due to the slings and
arrows of outrageous fortune.
Yet, when the chips are down,
he's out there, still driven to try
to do the right thing, and some-
how we beliove this is exactly
what he would do.

Picture 2 rough-edged hero
out of Ed McBain's 87th
precinct, crossed with a modicum
of Dudley Dooright/John Wayne
heroics, throw in juat a touch of
Woody Allen angat, and you
begin to get some of the shadings
of the many-faceted Alex McK-
night.

Other well-drawn rharacters
include McKnight's self-appoint-
ed, almost cartoonish “partner,”
Loon Prudell, and Vinnie
LeBlanc, blackjack dealor and
Ojibwa guide, “with a litle bit of
French Canadian in him, a little
bit of Italinn, and a little bit of
God knows what else ..."

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia rexi-
dent who writes about books,
movies and theater for the
Obscrver & Eccentric Newspa-
pers.

Latino women. Traveling
exhibits highlight a century of
Michigan women, the Suf-
fragette movement, and math
and science achievers. The Hall
of Fame spotlights Michigan
women such as Roaa Parka,
Sojourner Truth, Botty Ford and
Lilly Tomtin.

“We'd like to invite people to
come up and learn more about
Michigan women and their
achievements and their impor-
tance to the nation,” said Giadys
Bnckwnh prosident of the

Womnn s Hi:

Center.

Border Crossings

The premitre of an art/ dance/
musi¢/ poetry collaboration by
The Ariel Web billed as a perfor-
mance spectacle, follows a per-
formance of American popular
and cabaret songa by William
ﬁnleom and Joan Morris

dny, March 29 at Rack-

ham Auditorium in Ann Arbar.

The Ariel Web is comprised
primarily of University of Michi-
gan nrtn fncult) The Wab
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dancer
Peter Sparling, who spunt his
teen years in Plymouth, poet
Richard Tillinghast, visual artist
Jim Cogswoll, film/video artist

B ‘Wo'd like te Invite people to come up and
loarn more about Michigan women and thelr
achlevements and thelr lmporunco to the

nation.’

Gladys Beckwith

President pf the Mig!u'gan Women's Historical Center
} !

mated drawing by Cogswell ia

coordinated with o Rob: ert‘
Andersen video. Membore of the i .

Pster Sparling Dance mpany
perform at a ramate ldcation,

Their performance is filmed and
projected ‘into Kackham Audito-
rium, resulting in a multi-lay-
ered composition, 5 !

“The team of artists embodies
procesa as much as product —
common themes and their
metaphou grow out nf':lnu

and each urtlut contributes the
essontial materials from within
his discipline while also extend-
ing his wark into the othors’
medin,” enid Sparling.

of the Liberal Arts building.
Kearns’ poems have appeared

in The Georgin Review, Iowa

Review, Poetry Northwest, Pas-

» sages North and have been wide-

ly anthologized. Her first book,
“Line After the Line” (non-fic.
tion) was published by Wayne
State University press. Her
recently pubhuhcd book, "New
Numbers,” was puhlmhed by
New Issues Press.

@1 Joe Matusak ~ workshop 1-4
p.m. Wednesday, April 5, in
room 420, Liberal Arts building,
reading 7-8 p.m. in the McDow-
¢}l Conter, room 120.

Matusak is director of Arts
Wm. & program of the New York

Writer’s worksh

Get creative yourself at.a

serics of writer’s wor‘uhom and
dings hosted by S

College, Anyane wanting 1o have

their work d should bnnx
20 copml of his writicg to

Robert Andersen,
Andrew Moad filmmakor
d Tom

Bray and Dutlnguuhed Senior
Research Beientist'Fred Book-
stein. .-

This exhilarsting performance
blends artistic voices and tachno-
logical innavations in an extrav-
agant-theater of the arta. As
dances inaide a wear-

Bparl
p"mp&umby ogmnll hix

movemenis. are echoed in vi

rajected: gequonces cnuted by
E Wum » software program
aiithored by Bookstein. Tilling-
hast veads his poam “The Aricl
Web" while Sparling is dancing
and provides counterpeint to the
piana, flute and saxofhone
‘ausic tomposed by Mead. Ani-

or deliver thnnno
mcl.lvs Writing professor Arthur
Lindenberg a werk beforo each
workshep. Plense bring no more
than one:poem or twc word-pro-
cosad], ctouble -spaced pager of
prose. g

“The wwhhop: give wrneru
aon opportunity to grow by shar-
- ing each pther’s work,” said Lia-
denherg, editor of The MacGuffin
litorary mmxmo at Schoolcraft
Colloge.

Here's
ors urlan

® Poot Josio Kearna — work-
shop 1-4 f.m. Wednesday,:March
%29, roading 7- -8 p.m., in room 200

u:hodula for the writ-

for the Arts to help
urhsu and administrators plan
for tochnology. His work haa
eamned him Hopwood Awards, a
Cowden Fellowship and a Bain-
Swigget Award. His new baok,
‘Eallnx Flra. (Ridgeway Press)
is due vut in fall.

I anrnn:e Lieberman -
. Wednesd

14

April 12 in McDowell Cuntar
room 110,

Lieberman, the poetry editor
of the University of Illinoia
press, hus been published in
many magazines ln:ludmg *“The
New Yorker,” “Atlantic” and
“Harpor's.”™ He ia the author of
13 poetry booka and has an
international reputation as a

" poet,

Have an intereating idea for a
story! Call arts reporter Linda
Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145
or,send ¢-mail tg lthnmm@cr L]
Aomecomm.net



