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in Cancun

Sparkling blue water greets tourists

RY LANA MINT
BYAYP WRITER
LAIQ0E HOMECOMM.KET
oft, clean, whito sand and
water bluer than one can
imagine ia what attracts
hordes of tourists worldwide to
Cancun — from spring breakers
to honeymooners,

It'a what attracted myself and
two friends there this year.

Our journey to Cancun, we
had hoped, would be filled with
Mexican food and muaie, inter-
esting Mexican shopa, perfect
weather and pristine beachea,

‘We didn't exactly find what we
sought.

Ta our dismay, Cancun is moro
like Floridn — except with pret-
tier beaches — than actual Mexi-
co. In downtown Cancun, Ameri-
can chain clothing stores and
ateak houses dotted much of the
area. At first, we felt like we

owere in a Michigan mall.

%! However, to our delight we

-eled to over the last decade Can-
cun's are the fricndliest — and
that's the greatest part of the
17-mile-long peninsula.

Cancun is a place for adult
socialization, We didn't see o
single child during the entire
week of February 21. It's a place
to parisail, snorkel, boogie
board, dance by the hotel pool,
dance at nightclubs and swim in
the clean ocean. (Bo warned
though, Cancun’s wators and
undertow can bo harsh).

Days are for water fun and
nights are for dizcoa.

During winter and spring
months Cancun is not a place for
those who want to escape crowds
or be alono — even the honey-
mooners are social, People min-
gle everywhere; on the beach, in
the restauranta and-on the
buses, (Tip: don't apend $10on a
taxi cab, All the buses in Cancun
— no matter how far the distance
— are just 10 cents, or 50 pesos)

We took our trip just one week
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Teue blue: Turquoise waters, while somewhat rough, and powdery white sand are the
cun. The northern end of the hotel zone is the most lively, while those seeking quiet and relaxation head to the

south end of the peninsula.

a bus ride through the lush Mex-
ican forest into Chichen Itza
where educated Mexican tour
guides impreas visitors with
tales of the Mayans and their
inventions of calendars and cal-

us.

The largeat ruin is the high-
light — created partially to help
M d the start of

faat discovored the q!
waters and beautiful coral reefs
attract not only many Ameri-
cans, but tourists from through-
out the worldwide — Europe,
Africa, Australin.

Rather than spend a vacation
dining on fine Mexican food
amongst oursclves, we were
pleasantly surprised to spend
the week cating mediocre Ameri-
‘can food on the heach while
indulging in conversation with
touriats from Germany, Italy
and Mexico. And human com-
panionship, of course, is more
important than any food.

Of all the beaches we've trav-
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before American colleg

begin spring break, When they
started to pour in and the beach-
o8 secmed too crowded, we head-
ed west to break away from the
portics in search of something
richer,

Mexican culture

Nearly three hours west of
Cancun lies Chichen Itza, the
incredible ruins of the ancient
Moyen civilization whose
wealthy population believed that
voluntarily sacrificing them-
selves to the gods granted them
eternal life.
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seazons. Ninety-one steep steps
high, tourista climb the tower
with only a chain as a railing.

Onco they conquer it, even the
brave often are too frightened to
climb down on foot and instead
take each step down on their
behinds.

The cost of the tour was a
mere $55 — or 550 peso — and
included lunch, a Mexican ballet
and stop ot a Mexican Catholic
Cathedral. It is recommended to
book tours at hotels. Money
swindlers who offer cheap tours
{tbat don't exiat) are ecverywhere
in Cancun.

335 parJ3is lavn

Rick Springfleld .
43730 pavs31230 lava

Peter Paul a Mary .
40t Anntversary ‘
43230 pav.7314.30 lavn

Wimzie's House
willnda Amold
2 Shows + H1am & 7om
$13.50 pav.748 lawn "l
25 Trinlty Irish Dance Company °.
220 333 pavs53 lawn PR
27 Terd Qark P
330 DavsII3 lawn. H

SEPTEMBER

1 Lonestar
13230 pav./413.30 lava

-]

24

$15 pav. and lawn HUDSON'S
Weird Al Yankoviy P g
$3450 Dav/3230 tawn DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Neema Jind, Haak Direcior
uLy 7 15 PERFORMANCES .
1 Martina McBride* ~. Joy I o,
13350 pavs3a250 lava £ RN e —
2 Get Back! S July 79 » July 14-16 » July 21-23
ToSasligl Rgotiematte Jly 2830 + Aug. 45
. SOuhde snt Pragan ¢ 5o sveuaced
3 Tlosd;t(iuﬁ%ndu{cg‘ . T Scaon & coter brochere o (TN $76:311
Lo
oo peasitsom @ Huatngten

Maurlce Sendak's
Littie Bear

DSO ON SALE MAY 15

 Beaires Sremacen fatmreis

w/ Eric Nagler
2 Shows « 1lam & Tom
$1230 pav/38 tawn

3 Peatviing Clndy Wullams
A Ladie Heska « *Carmine’
from Lceerne & Shtrley
$1330 pav/H3 hwn

Scholastic's The

Magle School Bus..Livel
w/Norman foote -*

1 Shows + Jam & 7om

"PROUD SPONSORS

31130 pav./33 lawn

The island of women

Weary of techno clubs, and
Latin diacos toward the end of
our trip, we headed for an
evening cruise to the island of
women — Isla Mujeres.

For $60, a double deck boat
takes possengers to the
Caribbean Carnival — a 46
minute-long sunset cruise filled
with Conga lines and tequila, At
the island, guests enjoy a two.
hour evening on the beach that
includes an outdoor dinner and &

lively, claborate traditional Mex-

ican and Latin dance show with
oilly audience participation,
Back in Concun, surrounded
by stores like Tommy Hilfiger,
Outback Steakhouse and The
Gap we found a derful Mexi-

ain attractions of Can-

helpful informatlon:
W www.cancun.com

Planning your tri

Thinking of golng to Cancun? Here are some Web sites that offer

8 hitp://cancun.hotelguide.net

Wherae did you go on spring break? Would you recommend Can-
cun as a travel destination? Send photos, along with spring/sum-
mer trave! suggestions to Keely Wygonik, Observer & Eccentric

Livonla, M1 48150, Include a day-
time phone number where you can be reached, and a self-addressed
envelope If you would like us to return your photo.

net

E-mail travel

carvings at, of course, reasonable
prices.

Caneun is a place where visi-
tors, and workers, take life in
stride and not too seriously. The
service in restaurants is laugh-
able b while

can flea market filled with trea-
surea of aterling silver, exotic
tapestries, hammocks and weod

are desperately waiting for a soft
drink, their server is busy danc-
ing in the Conga line — too bad

life isn't like that everyday.

Despite bad feod and big
crowds, the culture of Chichen
Itza, the beauty of Isla Mujerca,
perfect beaches and friendly
locals and tourists makes this
Americanized peninsvla worth a
sccond week-long trip, Not bad
for leas than $1,000
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With the U.S. exchange rate $1¥5% = $1.4508%%,
More cash means more play time and more chances to win!

RFE evrerzAINMENTY

Our Showtime™ Lounge brings you the stars you grew up
with, up close and personal!

COMFORT & CONVENIENCE!

Our exceptional customer service and location in
beautiful dewntown Windsor means you'll simply have

a M@RE enjoyable time.

Is this &M@RE ‘worth a quick trip across the border'?
YOU BET IT IS!

For more information call Casino Marketing at 1-800-991-7777.
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