The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, APRIL G, 2000

Ke nny from page Al

of Vietnam vots would actually
take advantage of such atten.
tion, It would take some persua-
sion, perhaps the kind of cam-
paign Robertson is embarking
on.

Reluctant

“The mujority af the guys don't
want to come out,” snid Grant
Riddell, who served during 1969-
70 nnd is now a maintenrance
workor nt Farmington High
School. *It's n war that cvery-
body is trying to forget. But not
everybody fs. Mec and a few old
hoya don’t want to forget it
becnuse it's part of history and
that's part of our lives. Too many
guys got killes or ded to
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an and Vietnnm wars share the
halidny stage. -

“I don't think the Korean War
veterans should have to share
the spotlight on their 50th
nnniveraary,” Christensen said.
“,.. But there's no way we'd ever
shun the Vietnam War, We have
commaundaera in our poat who
went to Vietnam,”

Christensen snid Robertson is
“pushing the issue pretty hard
because it's her son. I don't
binme her one bit, I want to do
something (thia year) and yet I
don't want to d? s?rq‘ething just

forget the sit  un.”

Riddell said he would partici-
pato “in a heartbeat” in a Viet.
nam tribute.

Luch a program won't happen
this yeor, howevoer. With the
American Legion-hosted parade
less than two montha away,
Kenny's parents will have to
atart planning for next yenr's
proceedings.

‘This year's parade, set for
Monday, May 29, will feature
hundreds of Korean War veter-
ans, marching down Grand River
to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary. The Korner Barber, at
Grand River-Farmington Read,
will feature a Korean War dis-
play, although Robertson war
hoping that Kenny's Vietnam
uniforms might also fit into tho
window casc. And during the
post-parade ceremony at Memo-
rinl Park, it isn't expected that
Kenny and others like him will
receive an official nod; either.

According to Wnlly Chris-
tensen of the Farmington-based
American Legion Walker-Grove
post, Vietnam will get its fair
share of recognition during the
2001 Memorin! Day parnde. He
emphasized that, after giving it
serious thought, it wouldn't have
been right to bave both the Kore-

to

And, while Kenny's paronts
will have to look to the future,
Christensen is cagerly anticipat-
ing this year’s program.

“This is the first time we've

had nny luck getting the Korean
War vets out of the woodwork,”
Christensen said, “Can you pic-
ture 300-t0-600 Korean War vets
walking down Grand River in
groups of 25, with white hats on?
1t’s geing to be reality.”

Still hurts

This year's Memorial Day
rightfully belongs to the Korean
War, But that docen't lesson the
sting for Vistnam veterans and
their surviving loved oncs, It is
why Kenny’s parcnta won't rest
until they see a release on their
30 ycars of pent-up frustration.

Although the late 1980s rise of
the Vietnam Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C., chipped away at
the solid rock of American indif-
ference, the beginning of the
218t century isn't without a
residue that both Robertson ond
Roy Williams Sr. want to wipe
clean.

Last week, Helen and Roy,
both in their 70, reiterated the
need for Vietnam War vets to
finally get some credit. And that
goes for their son, Kenny, who

died on June 25, 1869, when the
Cobra Jot Holicopter Gun Ship
ho was piloting was shot down
into the rice pattics of Vietnam.

Kenny was a newlywed of four
months, and not even 20 years
old yet when he was killed,

“Why do we have a Memoria!
Day parado if all of our veterans
waon't (come out)?" Robertson
asked. “It's supposcd to be hon-
oring all of our wars, all of our
vetorans. That'a why we need an
appeal.”

But Roy Sr., who fought dur-
ing World War II, conceded that
it would be difficult to persunde
Victnam War vets to participate
in a parade or ceremonics, Veter-
ans aren't particularly eager to
be reminded of the past.

“It {the war) is just something
you don't talk about if you've
been in it," he eaid. “The experi-
encen are such that you den't
talk about it.”

Looking back

Kenny's parents looxed
through some old scrapbooks,
which included photos, letters
and the official notice of their
son's death. Although they were
verbally informed of tho tragedy
oy June 25, the Western Union
telegram didn't arrive until June

28,

“I fully expected him te
return,” Robertson said. “Some-
one asked me at my work, ‘How
could you let him go?" I said,
‘He’s smart and he won't let any-
thing happen to him.' But he
was in action, and in cnemy
fire.”

Their son enlisted shortly alter
graduntion aleng with a handful
of high schoo! buddies. The oth-
ers only served their scheduled
atint in the Infantry. But Kenny
opted to continue his military
carcer, ot

Robertson looked at a snap-
shot of Kenny with his enlistee
buddies. “All of them were his
pallbearers.”
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History: Grant Riddcll, who served in Vietnam in 1969-70, often lectures on that war
to students at Farmington High School, which he attended as a youth and where he
now is employed as a maintenance worker.

I memories ever flicker, all
they have to do is pop in a video
featuring the American Red
Cross “Donut Dollies,” volun.
teers such as Emily Strange,
who later became n renowned
poet and author, During the
video, Strange talked nbout
making a point to not get to
“connect the names and the
faces” of veterans, as sell-protec-
tion whenever inevitable news of
deaths would occur.

But young Kenny Robertson
waa different, enough that
Strange wrote a poem about
him, simply titled “Kenny.”

“You can give a kid a Corvette,
but they can give Kenny a Cobra
helicopter with mini-rockets,”
snid Strange, during the video,
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“He was just wide-cyed and
thrilled to death ... He was a
good kid. When I came home
from n run I found out he wos
gone.”

Gone and too often forgotten —
at least until the memorial wall
of names went up, which Robert-
son said has helped to soflen the
stance of some about the Viet-
nam War. At the local level,
Farmington High School’s media
center doea have a plaque and a
section of books donated a

decade ngo in Kenny's memory.

Now {t is time to move that
positive momentum forward.

“The vets nre 60 years old
now,” Raobertson said. “How ald
arc they going to have to be
before they're recognized?” §

For those Vietnam veterans
who want to remain anonymous,
Kenny’s mother anid they ought
to “remember their country and
their comrades who didn't
return. And henor their memo-
g
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Out Family Fun Getaway packnge is packed full of fun. !n addton
1o four free tekets 10 the senowned Royal Hannelord Circus on
Saturday or Sunday, tincludes a Spacous guest room, a freo pizza,

all the exctemont of the circus, the kids will love making a splash in our
hoated indoor pool. (1l maka a great werehend for the entire
famity and 1's avadable this conning Saturday and Sunday,
April 8 and 8, 2000. Call the hotel for pedormance schedules.
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