.

‘takes wing

. Utupe,” an African song, followed an

Angelic choir

after revival

here woro only three mombera of
? the Livonin Youth Choir singing,
but thelr volces sounded like a
choir of angols.
‘The mini-performance of "Amani

interview with cholr membors Rachel
Bhagwat, and Sarah and Emma Stitt
and their moms. They'll sing the
entire program Sunday, April 18, at
Nowburg United Methodiat Church.
Churchill High Schoo! Choralation, a
show choir under the direction of Pat
Hutehison, will perform.

“It's an innocence and joy that you
hear in their voices,” snid Haika Gay,
Rachel's mother. “It's a bunch of kids
who want {0 ba there. Rachel loves to
sing and she's found a place where
sho can sing in n secular situation, It
gives her this brond experienco. It's a
mpemtiva offort to sing togothor ns &

t.”

If it hadn't been for Hutchison,
though, Rachel would still be looking
for & children'a choir with which ahe
could hone her singing akills, Untit
January when Hutchison resurrected
the Livonia Youth Choir, local chil-
dren could sing as a group only if they
joined a church choir.

'lt was & gl;nd!y ntmosphnro at Lho

" 8

atudent nt Webater Blomcntnry “I ch
singing together with different har-

- monlies, And I liko that we don't just .

stick to American music but have

songs from differont places.” -

Hutchison revived the choir
beeause of children like Rachel, Sarah
and Emma. Her own son sang in tho
Livenia Youth Choir 15 years ago.
Shortly after, the group was disband-

“He mado some lifelong friends,”
said Hutchison, chairman of the
music department at Churchill High
School in Livonia. “Even though today

he's a builder
* Whst: Livonla and no longer
Youth Cholr's involved with
Spring Concert | music, it wasa
« When: 4:30 good experienco
p.m. Sunday, socially and
Apill 18 musically, I
bellove the arts
o Where: Now. are 0 impor-
burg United tant. The kids
Mathodist aro sitting in
Church, 36500 |  front of compute
Ann Arbor ors all day, an
Trall, (betweon | th choir gives
Weyne and them the oppor-
Newburgh tunity to get aut
roads), Livo- and participate.
nla. Admission | [t fosters toam-
Is free, call work like ath-
(734) 425 loties does. I
1748, encourage peo-
rls to support
Hutchison
had another
rensan for rovive
ing the choir in
additivn to
- ‘ancourcging
Angellc volces; {ildrento
The Livonia g mnstoal
Youth Choir skills. When
rehearses for instrumental
their firat con.  instruction was
cert. restored in

Livonin eloman-

tary schools last September, fith- and
sixth-grade vocal music classes were
climinal :

*When the Livonia Public Schuols
changed the program by offering o lit-
tle leas vocal and more instrumentat
for clementary students, we wanted to
aupplemont by giving them another
opportunity to aing,” aald Hutchison,
*It's a good feeder pmgmm for high
schoola”

‘Auditions for the choir were held in
Janyary, A $3,000 grant from the
Livonia Arts Commission got the pro-
Joct off the ground by providing fund-
ing for sheet music, rehearsal space, .
Leigh Emmatt, a gradu-

1 High Schaol 'and for-
mer Livonia Youth Choir accompa- -
pist. Students rehearse 4:30-6 pan, -
Bnndqyn. The, cost for 13 weoks

Holy Week tradition: Chorale
members Ellen Oliver
Smith of Canton (left),
Larry Banas, Howell and
Ted Grabarezyk, Farming-
ton Hills prepare for their
annuol performance with
the Livonia Symplwny
Orc}testm

olodymyr
remembers Palm Sunday
aa a solemn time when the

,/ willow branches before pasa.
/ ing them out to parishioncra
i A" ot his church in Ukraine. The
Yy i’ morked the b

%" of Holy Weck services and the
rotelling of events leading up to
the crucifixion and resurrection of

Chriat.

8o it's fitting that this Palm Sun-
day, the Livonia Symphony Orches-
tra conductor will keep tho day
sacred by playing Maurice Duruflo’s
“Requiem” at St, Edith Church in
Livonia. A Freach composer who
lived from 1802 to 1986, Durufle
wrote the music to colebrate the
repose of souls of tho dead. Schesiuk
and tho orchestra join torather with
the Madonna University Choralo
and conductor/forganist David Wagn-
or to presont the work,

“It's very nice music writton
shortly after the Secand World War
in 1947," aald Schesiuk, a Gorden
City resident who immigrated to the
US. in 1991, “It's not an casy pieco
of music. Az compared to Mozart,
it's a Gregorian chant, but evory.
thing is a littlo softer but very emo-
tional,”

Program
In addition to the “Requiem,” the

Scheliuk.' r

‘/ prieat would bleas puasy .

* What: A Poim Sunday concert
by the Livenla Symphony -
Orchestra, Madonna Unlversity
Chorato and organist Dave Wag-
ner

* Whaea: 3 p.m. Sunday, Apil 16

* Wheee: St. Edith Church, 15089
Newburgh, south of Five Mils,
Livonla

* Tickets: $15, $10 .
students/chlidren. Call (248)
6458686 or (734) 464-2741

from “Pecr Gynt Suites,” Chadwick's
“S¢ronade for Strings,” Dvorck’s
Largo” from the “New World Sym-

phony” and Sibelius’ “Valse Triste.”

“Wo solected these for what will
be good for acoustica in church,”
Scheatuk said. “The concerto is real-
1y church music, The ‘Requiom’ ia
played bofors each Easter. It's a
question of lifo and death, Music ia
like lifo. It must ba used in tho right
place and time*

8Schesiuk i3 looking forward to
performing with Wagner and the
chorale again. In January, ‘Lhoy pre-
wnwd Beothoven's “Ninth Sympho-
ny” at Livonin'a Chnr:hm ngh
School Auditorium,

In 1998 and 1989 the orchostra
and chnrulnjnlnm‘l the 8t. QGeneviove

ntord: ional Choir to per-

program reflects on lifo and death
with Handol's “Concerto for Organ
& Orchestra,” Grieg's "Death of Ase™

form Requiems by Rutter and Faure
on Good Friday, St. G {eve choir

tially cams up with the idea for a

joint concert with the Livonia Sym.
phony Orchestra during Holy Week.
Due to illness, Leiberknecht and her
choir will be unable to perform this
year.

‘The chorale and Wagner, now in
his second season as conductor,
began working on the "Requiem” in
January.

“It's one of the great masterpicces
of 20th century choral music,” said
Wagner. *Throughout the ages, com-
posers have set these texts for the
Mass of the Dead or Mass of Resur-
rection. It heos nnclont chant

lodies with istic sort
of harmony. 1 don't want to people to
be scared off because it'a 20th cen.
tury music. This is very acceasible, a
beautiful, lush work.”

An accomplished organist, Wagn-
er leado off the program as soloist
for the Handel concerto. Wagner
won Best Claasical Recording of a
aolo artist at the 1988 Motor City
Music Awarda for his CD “Bright
and Clenr.” Provious to becoming a
full-time music professor at Madon-
na University two years ago, he was
program dircctor of classical music
station WQRS for 18 years before it
switched formata.

“The concerto Handel wrote was
to be performed.: as intermission
music for one of his oratorios,” Wag-
ner said. “During Lenten senson,
opera and theater performances

Y.
director Laverne Lioboerknecht inf.
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University
Musical Society
resurrects Bach
masterwork

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

BTAFY WRITER
lchominGoehomecomm.net

Caonductor Thomaa Shecta belioves
that if not for Felix Mendelssohn, the
University Musical Society Choral
Union might not ba performing Bach's
“St. Matthew Passion” on Palm Sunday.

By tho time Mendelaschn rediacovs ~ °

cred tho masterwork a little more than
100 yeora after it was written, the Pas-
sion and its composer had fallen out of
favor and noarly been forgotten.
Mendelsachn revived the large.scale
oratorio in 1829, In o doing, the young
conductor initiated the modern cra of
Bach scholarship and helped bring his
music into the mainstream of porfor-
mance repertoire,

Soloists

Sheeta and the Choral Union togethe
or with the Ann Arbor Symphony
Orchestra and Ann Arbor Youth
Chorale will perform Bach's master-
work with soloists on Sunday, April 16.
Thanks to the gencrusity of Carl and
Isabelle Brauer, tho University Musical
Society was able to engage scloists
with international reputations to sing
tho elaborate and lengthy production
requiring an adult attention span.
Joining them will be Russell Braun, a
baritone regularly appearing with the
Metropolitan Opera, singing the role of
Jeaus; soprano Maya Boog, alto Susan
Platts, tenor Steven Tharp, and bass-
baritone Clayton Brainerd with
Edward Parmentioer on
harpsichord/organ. Tenor Hana Peter
Blochwitz is the Evangelist, a narrative
character complemented by ariaes, cho-
ruges and chorales.

*Mendelssohn at the tender age of 19
came across the score of this work end
was fascinated,” said Sheets. “He ain-
gle-handedly wrote out the parts and

Pleaso sco BACH C2

“$t. Matthew Passion”

* What: University Musical Soclety
Choral Unlon, Ann Arbor Symphony
QOrchestra and Ann Arbor Youth
Chorate perform Boch's mastor-
work

* When: 4 p.m. Sunday, Aprll 18

* Where: Hill Auditorium, 825 N. Unl-
verlsty, Ann Arbor

* Tickata: $10-$22, coll {734) 764-
2538 of (800} 221.1229

Pianist spzces concert with Latin Amerzcan fare

Planist:
Dimas
Caraballo
rehearses
for his
“Music
Through
the Ages”
concert,

BY LINDA ANN CLIOMIN
AYY WRITER
luhomlneoe.hnmmmm.nnt

April 15.

Latin thrown in for apice,

vitality. It's not boring,

the culture, part of

While Latin American music is all the rage right
now little ia known about classical works written by
camposera from Argentina and Spain, Dimas Carabal.
lo thinks that's a shame. The Cuban.
born planist plana to change that by
giving two concarts at the Piymouth
Community Arts Council on Saturday,

Thoe “Music Through the Ages” pro-
gram foatures works ranging from
baroque to cantemporary with a little

“Classical s the foundation of all
muslic,” anid Caraballo, “It's master
muslc that's 200 years old. Some people
think you put it on and fal) nnlecp h has somo life,

“In Spanish culture Europeun mu-lc in juat part of

“The program has my Spanish roots. I wanted to give
people a flavor of Latin American muske and how it
waa influenced by clazsical muaic but retains folk

themes,”

« What: Concerts by
planist Dimas Caraballo

¢ When: 3p.m.and 7
p.m. Saturday, April 15

* Whers: Plymouth Com-
munity Arts Councll,
774 N, Sheldon Road,

* Tickets: $5, call (734)
4164278

Caraballo begnn playing piano shortly after coming
to tho U.S. in 1967, His mother instilled a lovo of

music in him carly. She was his first
piano teacher when he was 6, Carabal-
lo's talent and hard work won him full
acholarshipa to the University of Michi-
gan School of Muaic in 1986, Now tho
award-winning pianist is aharing them
in a high-energy program of music by
Bach, Beethoven, Liszt, Enrique
Granados, Louis Gottachalk, Ernesto .
Lecuona, and Alberto Ginastera. Carn-;
binllo {a playing the sams recital nt the*
University of Minmi {n August.

“The Granados hna a flavor of Spanish dancora with

castnnota and Gottachalk was influenced by Latin®
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