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once the proposal failed to be
ratified by the required number
of atates — McCracken belioved
more women had to bo elected to
political positions.

“The fominization of powor
takea time, It takes awhile to get
propla into tho pipelino, But wo
havo to elect, in two, four or six
yenrs, poople in Congreaa who
are supportive of the ERA”

And sho faced reality. About
‘the ERA amondment in 1888,
McCracken added: “The chancea
of it pamaing realistically with
tha exiting Congresa and with on
abortion amendment, is unlikely.

Denpite setbacke with the

Roligious Coalition for Abortion
Rights and McCracken was the
roproductive rights vice presi-
dont for the Great Lakes NOW.

“We're talking history now,”
Long ndded.

Political activity

McCracken was always soon at
meetings carrying a big brown
envelope. Those who know hor
know what it was about. Thoso
who didn’t could only wonder.

“It was wherover she went,
Sho would pass it around and
you would put $6 in for whatever
causo,” Long said.

She was hcn:u’vd for her years
£ political

ERA, McCracken was th
less optimistic about tho future
political, economic and social
state of women.

“But like all civil rights and
progreasive groupd, we have
bean lucky becouae we have
maintained tho atatus quo,” sho
naid in 1988, “All the things we
have stood for have moved into
the mainatream.”

gtimo friend and coll

o a host
of awards, which she nover
spoke about. But a peck into her
house showed tho acknowledg-

mont of hor afforts. “She juat

appeared to be diffident about
the awards. But her houae was
filled with them,” Long said.
Added Nicoll: “She was eno of
tho most modest people I ever
knew. She was always fighting
justice whero she found it. Sho

Maryso Long, called McCracken
a natural leader. You just didn't
know you were being led. .

Consider just the Michigan
Education Association's Women's
Caucus and the Democratic
Women's Caucus, Long sanid,
“that’s a wide varicty of people
you have to pull in.”

Though Long firat mot
McCracken when she taught her
children at the formor Bond Ele-
mentary School, thoy became
fast and good fricnds while Long
waa involved with the Michigan

was an inspiration to feminists,”

Aleng with the characterintic
brown envelope that McCracken
carried to meetings, she at one
time made about 400 wall hang-
inga that boasted, *I will nat
grow conservative with nge,” and
sold them to raise money.

With her wark in education,
Iabor negotiations for teachers
and with NOW and OWL, few
people may have scen the more
-personal side.

“People don’t know that much
about her as a mother,” said her

IF YOU'RE MAKING PLANS TO
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l ‘Poople don't know that much about her as a
mother. She was a fantastic mother. She was my
advocate, my friend and definltely my teacher...
She did It all. She was also a wife and a mother.

. politicized by tho economic con-

dition of women in education,”
Kit McCracken said.

Nicoll noted that McCracken
was born Aug. 28, 1920, also
known as Women's Equality

about the time Mikhai} Gor-
bachov was leaving his position.

“She met with women's
groups. She showed such a zeal
and indignation on the condition
ef women. To ace .the depth of
her .

When sho was working, she oventually was politl  Day. “Sho was st d from
cizod by the economic condition of women In edu. the beginning,” she sald.

on.’ : McCracken was an nrt history

Hﬂ’ s :m\l:r at Wayne State Unlviruli:y

; n her younger yonrs, and sho

Kit Mcc;gfkhe‘g_ had a specinl intorest in Gorman

8! {sm. In college ond for

daughter, Kit McCracken of Now
York. “She was a fantastic moth.
ar, Sho was my advocate, my
frlgnd and definitely my toach-
or.

Unless you knew McCrackon
well, you might not have known
that her late husband, Don, took
ill with multiple sclerosis while
their children were still young,
and she wont back to school for
an cducatlon degree and went
into the work world, all while
raising the kids and making her
mark on the feminist and politi-
cal world.

Kit McCracken said her mom
had such a love of learning that
sho continually encouraged oth-
ers to embrace education. “Sho
ombodied that as a teacher, Sho
was o natural teacher. The point
was to inculcatoe people with
learning.”

Long would agree: “Her pas-
sion was the ‘Pirates of Pen-
zance.’ She had it down to a one-
act pley for the kida, They did it
every year,” Long said, recalling
MeCrackon's tendcity. .

Described as a “woman of con-

REMEMBER:

viction,” McCracken was a devot-
ed ballevor that church and state
should remain separate, particu-
larly in education, “It was impor-
tant that ne ono tell her how to
worship or where to worship.
She was very strong on that,”
Long said.

Making her way

In addition to the gamut of
womon's rights, including abor-
tion, opposition to prohibitions
on Medicaid-financed abortions
and cqual pay for equal work,
McCracken was also o strong
union supporter, which ahe
eoxemplified in her work as a
labor negotiator for the teacher's
union,

Kit McCracken said her moth-
or's feminism came naturally.
“She came from feminist atock.
She was the oldest of four girls
and was nlways independent.
My sense was that the Depres.
sion affected her, She know you
had to make your awn way.

“She did it all. Sho was also a
wife and a mother. When she
was working she eventually was
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some time thoreafter sho painted
in oils. Similarly, opera was o
great joy in her life, Long said,
as well a5 roading - the New
Yorker in particular,

On . the porsonal side,
McCracken was an avid traveler,
who spent time with her daugh-
tor secing what the reat of the
world had to offer.

Her homo, Long said, was
fillod with artifacts gathered
from her world travels. She was
particularly fond of visiting old
castles and cathedrals and eape-
cially knew a lot about 13th and
14th century church architec.
ture.

When Kit McCracken and her
brother, Chris, were kids, their

parents would lond up the 1957

Plymouth station wagon and hit
the road. *We traveled all ovor
the country,” she said, including
a trip from Detroit to Acapulco.

“She was o culture vulture,
When we traveled she woa inter.
eated in everything, Together we
followed our noses,” Kit
McCracken said,

She recnlled a trip with her
mother to the Sovist Union

The SPRING Newspaper Network covers well over 90% of

the Detroit suburbs. But even more important is the fact that
more suburban female shoppers read SPRING Newspapers
than cither the Free Press or News®. They read our papers
because we are thefr hometown newspapers. The ones with

A TR

[N

HoFeTovm Newspapers ¢ Obse:

rver & B Newspap g
" Michigan Community Newspapers

all the hometown news they just can't get anywhere clse,

So If you're making plans to advertise in the suburbs,
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In the und, Kit McCracken
said she was given a most pro-
cioua gift, “Sho Jat me take care
of her.” . .

In.addition to daughter Kit,
McCracken is survived by hor
son, Chris of Chicago, as well as
nephéw, Keith, and nioces, Kris-
tino and Karen.

A momorial scrvice will be
scheduled in the future, accord-
ing to family members.
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(THE STUFF BETWEENK THE TILES)

Tired of moldy, missing,
dirty, cracked grout? We
clean, seal, repalr, regrout
& stain/change colort

FREE ESTIMATES |
The Grout Doctor
/248-358.7383.

There’s only one
furrier in Michigan
that operates their own
340 F, Storage Vaults
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AFFILIATED TROY
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4600 Investment Drive
Suite 260

Troy, Michigan 48098

Located one block south

of long lake Road
west of Crooks Road
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