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MSU study on nursing homes.reveals dissatisfaction
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Results of a new survey
released by Michigan Stato Uni-
versity’s Inatitute for Public Pol-
icy and Social Reacarch show
that public poréoptions rogard-
ing nursing home quality have
become consistently more nega-
tive since 1997, doapite
increased,satisfaction with the
ntate’s role in ensuring good
.quality care.

More than 80 percent of Michi-
gan residents polled beliove that
withholding payment for care
would bo effectivo in improving

conducted by tho Institute for
Public Policy and Social
h. Tho overall 1

found that residents of south-
eastern Mlichigan are relatively
moro d akcut the quali

error is plus or minua 3 percent.
The researchors found thot
concorn about the quality of care
is higher in aome parts of the
stato than in others,
“The relntiv;ly‘l'x!g‘h' lavel of

ty of nuraing home care, perhaps
becauso of somo of tho highly
publicized nursing home closings
in the greater Detrolt area over
tho past few years.
“Women under 65 iving in
heastorn Michigan have tho

concern shown 8l
denta living in the Thumb aren
may be o result of o number of
eriminal and ecivil chergoes

least favorable views of quality,”
she continued. “Given our under.
standing of the typical family

t late that this

against nursing home id,

senta adult daughters concerned
about the care their aging par-
eonts receivo or may roceiva in
the future.”:

The survoy revealed that
Michigan residents are broadly
supportive, of mensures to
improvo the quality of nursing
home care.,While n moderate
level of support exists for
increasing ttie stato sales tax for
this purpose, a large number of
citizens expect nursing home-
owners to pay for, or at lenst

ments, .

Efforts to Improve care in
Michigan's 460 nursing homes
have met with heated controver-
sy. Advocates claim that caro for
nursing home rosidents is far
less than adequate, citing a
recent report by the U.8, Gener-
al Accounting Office, the inves.
tigative arm of Congress, The
GAO report concluded thrt one-
fourth of the nation’s nursing
homes have serious deficiencies
that place residenta at high risk

report also concluded that efforta
by atate governmonts designed
to correct deficiencios within
facilition are currently ineffoc-

ve.

Nursing home providers élaim
that family membors of nursing
homs residenta express high lev.
ols of natisfaction with carc.
They contend that the funds
needed to improve care are lack-
ing due to the 1987 Balauced
Budget Act, which rasulted in
sorlous financiel sotbacks for
nursing homes.

'S » Wo
there,” Mickus said. :Wo slso survey group probably ropro- lhnre,' the financing of improve-

of sovore injury or death, The
quality of care. Thore is wide- - " . .
spread support for a atato bill .
that would allow a nursing home .
residont tho right to withhold
payment of caro if a nursing
home fails to meet public stan-
dards, Some 82 percent of adults
- aurveyed believe withholding
payment for caro — funds would
be held'in an cacrow account —
would ba either “very” or “some-
what” effective in improving the
quality for long-term residenta.

Persons living in southcastern
Michigan are significantly moro
dissatisfied with the quality of
nursing homt care than aro indi-
vidusls from other parts of the
state.

The survey was directed by
Maurcen Mickus, pssistant pro-
fessor of psychiatry, and Androw
Hogan, associate professor of
medicine, More than 1,400 resi-
dents were asked their opinfon
about nursing home quality and
their support of a number of dif-
ferent reform options.

The survey was one in a series
of “State of the State” surveye

Nursing home
task force
to meet here .

A public hearing of tho House
Demecratic Nursing Home task
forco will be held 7-9 p.m. Fri-
day, April 14 at the Farmington
Hills City Hall. .

State Rep, Andy Neumann, a
Democrat from Alpena, will
chair tho meeting. He ask= that
all interested persons attend,
whother to give perspective
about nursing home issues or
Jjust to listen. ¢

The hearing will be in the ‘B
Formington Hills ¢ity council :
chambers, 31566 W. 11 Mile
Rond.

For more information, call
Neumann's office, toll-free, at
877-ANDY-106.

IMAGE choir
to perform

Thoe 41-member New Genera-
tion Youth Choir will present
“I.M.A.G.E.,” a high-energy
musienl featuring toe-tapping
music, live accompaniment and .

a story to appenl to all ages, on n
Sunday, April 18 at 7 p.m. at
Nardin Park Church,

Nardin Park United Metliodist
Church is on W. 11 Mile Road,
just west of Middlebelt. Child
care and nursery will be provid-
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‘10 Commandments’
at Civic Theater

Tho Ten Commandments, an
opic motion picture starring
Charlton Heston, will be shown
at 6:30 p.m. Friday, April 21 at
the Farmington Civic Theater.
Admission is free,

‘This movie is being aponsored
by Farmington Hills Church of
God as on opportunity for tho
family to enjoy the evening
together on Good Friday, a
Christinn Holy day. Freo pop-
corn for.every person. For addi-

* tional information contact the
church at 477-8144.

FYA hiring
summer staff

Farmington Youth Assistance
is currently staff
for ita Bummer Activities cantor,
Gdneral requircments are two
yonrs of colloge or an associate
degroe with some experisnce
with youth, The date {s

" June 19 und rura through Aug,

1L, Centor hours are 2:30 p.m.
until 8 p.m, Monday through Fri-
day. Woges start at $8 per hour.
Cal! 489-2434 or send current
resume and cover lotter to: Sum-
mor Activities Center Farming.

.ton Youth Asslstance, 33000
Thomas Street, Ste. 104, Rarm-
Ington, MI_ 48336
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