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cabaret from page E1

Ule Isa

IJethl 's Fisher Theatre.

far the intimacy nl’ these venues,
Poterson claims it plays just as
well in large concert halls, “As

: Jon Peterson stars as the Emcee in o scene
from Kander and Ebb’s.Cabaret, opening Tuesday at

far us the staging, we've spread
it out. Seme people have said
they prefer it this way,” be said.

B'nekground

“Cabaret” is based on a 1830s
scrics of Berlin stories by
Christophor Isherwood. The
atory takes place during the
Weimar Republie, the period of
time betwoen World War I and
the rise of Fascisin marked by
sconomic hardship and a blos-
soming of the avant-garde,
Cabarets were decadont clubs
where nokedness and perversion
reigned.

In *Cabaret,” Sally Bowles
meeta Amorican writer Clifford
Bradshaw at the boarding housa
of Friulein Schneldor, and they
befriend Max. Soveral stories
weave their way through the
trio's Lrysts, all under the leering
oye of Emcce, who is both the
symbol of Nazism and its vie-
tima,

To preparo for his role, Peter-
son sajd he watched documen-
torics about pre-World War II
Germany, but a lot of it he trust-
ed to instinct. “I know it sounds
corny, but I feel very lucky. I'vo
wanted to do thia role for a long
time,” he said.

Besidea Peterson and Thomp-
son, the cast includes Port Huron
actor Drew McVety, who plays
Ernst Ludwig, Rochester native
Carl Pasbjerg is the show’s gen-

cral monager.

Though. Peterson said audi-
ences in somo of tho 15 cities he
has toured have reacted to the
show’s rawness, he isn't disgour-
aged.

“This s the best production of
“Cabaret® if you are looklng for
the truth,” he aald.
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and guess what? For onca,it'’s

about punk decadencs and rock
and rol], rather than hip hop, “I
think if anything, we're bringing
attention to a different gonre,”
sald Juson Navarro./It is Detroit
Rock City after all.”

Tho band mates live all over
the metro area. "A lot of people
think wa're from Californla and
that sucks,” said Navarro, a Livo-
nia native and Berkloy resident.

Vundeberghe, a Rochester
Adams High School gradunte,
agreed: *They don’t think any-
thing good can come from
Detroit” . -

* But the image is slowly chang-'

ing, thanks to bands like The
Suicide Machines — who got
started in the Livonia ares in

*“It’s your home, you should be
proud of wherever you hove
Jived,” snid Navarro, “You grow
up somewhere and you love jt.”

While out on tour -= both
headlining and performing an
opening stint for several No
Doubt shows — the band will
miss some of the staplea thoy
take for granted at home, Nun-
ley won't be snowboarding near-
ly enough, or playing video
games for that matter. Navarro
said he'll miss some of hia

Hey, Punk:
The Suicide
Machines,
Ryan Vande-
rge, Royce

Jason Navar-
ro and Dan
Lukacinsky,
rock right
back into
town, Satur-
day, April 22,

L]
JomorT Brzmn

favorite restaurants, like Cafo
317, And Vandeberghe will miss
Just hanging out with his friends
from his hometown, Rocheater

But they all agreed anagging a
quick tour with No Doubt {s a
good change from usua) life on
the road. While the Machines aro
used to the ups and downs of
traveling — being far from fami-
ly and friends, leaving that
famod pup behind, and deing
what threa out of four Sulcide
Machines dreads most, flying —
it's all worth it to get out and

" *It's cool being on tour,” said
Vandeberghe, “It's better than
working 8-10 hours a day”

And traveling has its perh.
Las Vegas is one stop the bo
were looking forward to bofou
they loft. “Last time we were
there, I wann't 21,” said Vande-

o, o rel r of carly
;tudum has struck for thia

With the releass of “The Sui-
cide Machines,” the band is
poised to explode onto the
natjopal spotlight. Though it
only took one month ta record,
the CD js a doparture from the
raw punk vibe that drove the
likes of “Battle Hymn-“ and

thelr 1998 debut “Destruction By
Definition.” New songs like the
furiously-paced “Too Many
Words” and “Green” have unfor-:
gettable hooks, the kind that-
weave and wind through your,
head hours after the CD player.,
is ahut off.

Thore are eyen a few billads
tossod into the mix, the kind*
that'll maks girls in the sudicnce
blush and ewoon. Guitariat and-
Farmington Hills resident Dan
Lukacinsky penned “Extraordi..
nlry, but his bnnd mates snid.
he'a the “furthest thing from a”
romantic.” That's debatable
when listening to the bollad,.
with ite dreamy lyrics about o
boy and girl chasing around on a
sunny day in the park — not
your usual raucous, rebellious
punk trivia, but itll do. N

Nunloy ndmllud he was sur-

prised to see the song at first,
Whon he asked Dan where it
came from, his bandmate sup-
posedly nplled “It's just a fic-
tional girl song.™

“Sometimes I Don't Mind"
starts out like a *“fictional girl
song.” but it's a true love song,
about a dog. Navarro said: “I
think it's about time an animal
had it's own song.” While
Chewy's been immortalized in
song, Nunley didn't plan on tak-
ing his furry pal on the road
with the band. *It's not a good *
place for an animal” Chewy did -
make a public appearance at the
band's record release party at
Roya! Oak's Fifth Avenuo Bil-",
linrds Feb. 22, no ona knows if;
he'll make it to ths Stau'l‘heutrg-
show,

Where would theee three ﬁul—
cide Machines be if they weren't’
touring in a punk rock band?
Royce Nunley said he'd be in col-
lege trying to get a degree in .
musie, Ryan Vandsberghe claima ;
he would atill be working at the .
Family Buggy restnurant in
Rochester and probably playing
in bands. Jason Navarro s sure
he'd be manager of Value Village
by now,

At lenst sometimes, the
mechines probably don’t mind '
playing music inatead.
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reheumng for ’A Little Princess
or Toscn,' or both, The Michigan
Opera Theatre's production of
*“Toaca’ opens Saturday, May 6,

“I like Tinderbox productions
because of the musical theater
and it hoa dancing,” said
Schmidt. “We have a lot of fun,
My favorite songs are 'Every Lit-
tlo Girl cen be a Princess,’ which
Sara ningn to the gitls at the
school, and “The Best Gift of All”
(The Pnpn Song) becauso it's
Bara's birthday and she misses
her father. The beat gift of all
would to be with him. I get to
put a lot of emotion in it end put
my all in it*

Family affair

Schmidt comes from a musical
family so it doesn't seem unusu-
al that youngor sister Katie is
playing one of the achool girls in
“A Little Princess.,” Her father,
Raymond, is choir director at
Pierce Middle School and organ.
ist/children's choir director at St,
Atdan Church in Livonia, Moth-
or Michele is a former organist
at St. John Bosco in Redford.
Schmidt studicd dance at Miss
Harriet's in Livonia and then ot
Milligan School of Ballet in
Dearborn Heights. Among her
Michigan Opera Theatre credits

Malaibo and Boleadoras
3 “The Obsession!”
B 12 Dancers plus Musiclane oa Stage

are the productions of “Werther,”
“Carmina Burana,” “Turnadot,”
and “La Boheme.”

*I could sing boefore I could
talk,” said Schmidt. “In third
grads I was introduced to-Nancy
Florkowski, the founder and

. director of Redford Youth The-

atre/Tinderbox Productions and
began taking improvisational
claeses on Saturdays. She
encouraged me to try out for the
Michigan Opera Theatro.”

‘Busy schedule

In addition to reh ing for

age, she's certain that her
daughter will bo every bit ns
good in the part. Don't get her
wrong — Michele fan't a ltlgo
mother. She doesn’t push Jon-
nifer into every producticn in thé
area aven though she proudly
states that Jennifer ‘was singing
Disney songs when she wasn' L
even two-years-old.

“She had the opportunity to
porform [n “Der Rosenkavalier”
with Michigan Opera Theatre.

. (April 16-30) but I thought it

would be too much for her to be.
three producti

two productions and singing in
the Honors choir at school and
the children's choir at 8t. Aidan,
Schmidt is on tho track team at
Pjerce, But she is planning to
slow down after the Tinderbox
ond Michigan Opera Theatro’s
seasons end. Schmidt, who start-
ed playing oboo in fifth grade,
attended the University of
Michigan Summer Institute for
choir and Blus Loke Fine Arts
Camp for obos last summer. This
summer she'll attend only one of
the camps. Her mother, for ons,
is glad she's taking o break.
While Michole enfoyed watch.
ing Bhirley Templo in the movie
versfon when she was Jonnifer’s

aven though it's o thrill seoing
hor up on atage”

The scrap book Michele's becn
keeping of Jennifers acting nnd
singing achievements ruﬂucu»
the pride beaming from her fuce.:
In 1896, Bchmidt was in the chilst
drenl chnnm of 'Jolnph and tho

wllh Donny Osmond. Thare lu a
h of the two

cheok to cheek, that Michele
especially treasures,

“Joseph’ was the most fun end
1 got to dance o lot,” said
8chmidt. “But I don't want to bo
on Broadway, I want to be a Pop

singer or an actor in the movies”
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