- . _The Obseiver & Eccentric/THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2000

It's been -a
while  since
we've  heard
from Nine Inch
Nails, five long
years in fact. So
when “The Frag-
ile® was finally
released in
Septamber 1999,
the double-disc
set did more
. than  satisfy
fickle, hard-to-please rock fans
worldwide, it earned the praise
of critics everywhere, and begged
for the band to get back on the

Fresh oif the NIN ‘internation.
al tour, keyboardist Charlie
Clouser called last week from o
hotel in Los Angales to apprise
fans of tho coming U.S, tour -
which happens ta begin todsy.

Proving that performance abil-
ity hasn't rusted since the last
stint in support of “The Down-
ward Spiral,” Clouser aaid it
feels good to get back on the
road, When asked the question
on many minds eddicted to mod-

ern rock music ~ "what took.s0 .
long?" - Clouser said it:d{da’t;
feel llke & very long time~Add~
two years of touring, one yoar
working with Marilyn Manson
and tha next two awoy.
on “The Fragile” while holed up"
{n an ex-funeral home/studio in-
New Orleans, nnd five years®
soems like a short hiatus, -

Time marks a transition for
Nine Inch Nails’ Trent Reznor.
The Ohio native atarted the
group more than a decade ago,
writing, playing and recording
material almost completely on
his own. Showing the world how
pain, anguish, rock, technology
and brillinnt musicnl layering
can collide into soundscapes of
raw power, Reznor redefined
musie in the carly 1990a.

Having slipped out of sight,
but never out of mind, NIN have
broken through boundaries once.
again, And more than 100 min.
utes and 17 tracks later, *The
Fragile™ weaves and ebbs with
moody instrumentals, brittle bal-
lads, and primal sonic experi.
menta,
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WbYm; thede wila an oppartunity
ﬂn}:';hnbﬂfnuﬁn. Whife Rernor
and producer/engineer Alan
Moulder worked on tracks in'the

main studio, Clouser and basxist: Cl

Danny Lohner-took :opies of-
songs to their rooms and worl

on'overdubs, keyboards and tex-
tures, later recording the work
on computers, “The next time
they happened to be working on
the song, Trent and Atan would
pick through: -the bits and
pirces,” said Clouser. *It was the
only way we cauld collaborate
wl:ll:’out having Trent step

ida.”

“A lot of songs were very aim-
ple musically, but we wanted
them to have intereating sound
toxturea” The challenge of the
mbateria) is truly pulling it off in
o live setiing. “Bome of the songs
are so thickly layered, no five
guys could get up there and play
(them),” he snid, Performing
allows the band freedom to inter-
pret the material on instru-
ments, without the need to dupli-

nich Nails returns

- w-For i’hl first.timo o0 h’ﬁ[“«

cate the album.

The result is a more rugged ’

skeleton of a song. “They’re not
all dressed up with all the (atri-
cate bits of candy,” described
ouser.

There will be no candy, or bub-
blegum-pop for that matter, in
the vicinity of & Nine Inch Nails
show, Ever,

Though the musical climate
hos’ migrated toward well-
designed pop stara and boy
bands, NIN shows no concern.
Clouser gaid it's actually made
life easicr: "We don't have so
much competition anymare. In
the early '80s there was Nirvana
and Soundgarden and other
heavy bands that were really
good at what they did, that were
innovative and creating some-
thing new. Now, no one's doing
anything that I haven't heard
before.”

Don’t mistake this effort by
NIN as a softening; it isn't. “The
title came about from Trent’s
ability to explore a wider spec-
trum of emotions,” said Clouser.
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Finding fraglilty: Nine Inch Nails consists of Robin

Finck, Trent Reznor, Charlie Clouser, Danny Lohner .

and Jerome Dillon.

“Its not o much hate, pain and
rage” .

‘To achieve a sensc of fragility,
NIN incorporated instruments
like cello, ukulele and mandolin,
which are difficult to play. The
end result was a fractured sound
that is unmistakably NIN.
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en it comes to keeping an ear out for local sounds, South Lyon
resident Bill Keith has his favorites. He works as atation
manager ot Plymouth-Canton's WSDP and music director ot

Dearborn's WHFR.

Bill Keith’s top five local CDs:
1.*Uncut Detroit 2: Live Blues in the Night” (various artists)
2."Love Big, Us Small” (Jon Krist) .

3.“Hallowed
4.“Corn Dnddy” (Corn Daddy)

Boulevard® (Harbinger's Mile)

6.*Two Tracks Lef" (Moods for Moderns}
Bill Keith’s top five local bands to experience live:

1. Susan Calloway

2.The Bird of Paradise Orchestra

3.Jan Krist and band
4, Harbinger’s Mile
5. Madison Greene

Submit your top five local arti#t’s CDs and favorite local bands to catch
live to “Listen Up® 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mich. 48150. Include your
* name, photograph, city of residence and any music-related tid-bits.
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“Please $ubmit newly released
local CDa for ' review to Stephanie
Angelyn Cabola, 3625
‘Road, Livonia, MT 48150, Reviws
run on the second Thursday of
every inonth, as epace permita

“Go0d Disgulsc™ .

hi-lo records .

Knoee Deep Shag has done it
ngain, and it comes . 0 sur-
Prise WIth Tl 1atest, groatest
relense “Good Disguise,” the band
strips awny some of their former
funk to make way for more good,
clean rock and roll

Despite line-up chariges —
bausist Troy Stansberry left to
spend more time with his family
and made way for Mike Fuerst —
tho band sounds as solid as cver,
It’s about time they released
gems liko *3 P.M," and “Faded
and Live® for mass consumption.
You can't put aJive show on.
repeat. The album finally gives
keyboardist Rob Cookman his
dus;allowing thia

shine as ope solid structure.

“The title track comes off as a
throwback to The Beatles with
it's vintage melodies, Vocalist
Matt Grosa croons with abandon
on "Early Evening Moon” and
simmers with swectness on “By
A Thread.” That signature sound
is ably held together by guitarist
Phil Barry and drummer Jeff
Moehle, whose parents reside in
Troy. Press play and prepare to
get lost in the original sounds of
this rising rock quintet.

ght group to” Geh
Campbell on bass and Earl
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Tho The

Nothing Records

Delving into The The's “Naked
Self” is not unliko entering a
dark, back alley, where distant
sirens expose peril and constant
vigilance is demnnded from any
wary intruder.

The British band's first relesse
in seven years opens with “Bofl-
ingPofat,” a bleak urban tale
whose guitars churn
build in strength and intensity.

Since “Sou) Mining,” the band's
1883 American debut, Matt
Johnson continues to enlarge his
repertoire of visceral lyrics and
haunted, twisted tales.

But with “Naked Self” thero is
a radical departure from the
aggressive, mixed instrumenta-
tion of *Mind Bomb® and land-
mark album “Infected.”

No synthesizers, no pounding
organs, just Johnson and Eric
ermerhorn on guitar, Spencer

Harvin on drums.

Johnson continues to break
new ground, this time using gui-
tara to paint evocative horizons.

*SoulCatcher” finds Johnson in
deep reflection while “Glob-
alEyes® “SwineFever” are bit-
ing socin) commentaries ~ some-
thing for which he's a master.

See The The 8 p.m. Tuesday,
May 2, Clutek Cargo, Pontiac,
$22.$25.(248) 645-6666
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“R ) needed a challenge,
something that was not going to
be n sure bet.”
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Sce Nine Inch Nails and A Per-|
fect Circle, featuring Maynard !
James Keenan of Tool, 8 pm. Fri-:
day, Aprit 14, The Palace of Auburn .
Hille. $29.50-$45. (248) 645-6666.

Stephanie Angelyn Cosola writes |
about popular music for the
Observer & Eceentric Newspapers. «
She can be reached ot (734) 953-.
2130 or e-mail at scasola@oe.’
homecomin.nel, :
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