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Past turkey hunts included ——

some unexpected surprises ‘cuncs.

Drrknens
always seem
darker in the
pro-dawn turkey
woods. That
thought
occurred to me
early one morn-
ing as I cropt
along a fencerow
in Montmorency
County. on opens
ing.morning of
Michigan's
spring turkey

scason, ,

:I'd acouted hard and knew
there wore several worthy toma
in the neighborhood. Roosted
birds had even responded to my
owl hoots the evening before, so
the dawning of opening day was
1goking pretty bright.

'Creoping afong in total dark-
ness has a way of sctting the
nerves on edge. I'd fallen into a
state of total awarcness as soon
ap my oyes had-adjusted to the
faint ilumination of the crescent

moon.

:As I crept silently along the
side of an aged, weathered barn
toward the edge of an open horse
pasture, I waa acutely aware of
my surroundings - a kitten
scampered across my path and
slithered throuch a broken board
and into the barn, the gentle
+vest breeze caused a thick ropo
handle to thump against the
barn door and the goldearod up
-ahead to sway,

I was marveling at the fra-
granco of the blooming spring
forest when suddenly my melan-
choly world was shaken into a
stata of fright.
' Wo were being raided from
pbove ~ ET'a revenge or some-
thing - becausa the sky actually
was falling. Maybo an sirplane
was crashing. The thoughts
crashed through my head. I
couldn't immediately identify the
* source of the thunddrous commo-
tlon, but my kneea buckled and
my head dipped instinctively in
defonse as I cowered close to the
ground. .
* Heart pounding and
adrenaline surging, I gazed
toward the sky just as the lost of

five turkey exploded into flight.
I'd just da ing tret

. two to M.
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g treo.
Once I calmed down, I laughed
aloud when I realized how comi-
cal tho whole incident had been.
Surprises do occur {n the turkey
woods.

Another time, I called o gob-
bler down from o roost at day-
light and my partner made a
dendly shot at 20 yards, Another
gobbler, rooated in the same treo
the first bird had flown down
from, remained on the reost and
kopt loaning forward to moe

figure out what had just hap.
pened. On his third lean the bird
loat ita balance and literatly fell
out of the tree. He foll a short
distance before finding his winga
and gliding to the forest floor.
His fect wero churning as he hit
the ground and he quickly disap-
peared into the blooming folinge
aa my partner and I enjoyed a
good hardy laugh,

Turkoy scason opens Monday.
Hunt safoly, enjoy the scason,
keop your sense of humor and
watch out for those unexpected
surprises.

River Crab reminder

The annual River Crab
Salmon Stakea Charity Fishing
Tournament, which raiscs
money to benefit troubled chil-
dren and their families
statewide, is alated for Saturday,
April 29th. The tournament is
held on the southern waters of
Lake Huron and the St. Clair
Rivor and is based out of the
River Crab Restaurant in St.
Clair,

Money is raised through the
salo of raffle/entry tickets, which
are on sale now at Chuck Muer
restaurants throughout metro
Detroit including Muer's Scafood
Tavern in West Bloomficld,
Charley's Crab in Troy, Meri-
wethers in Southlield, Gandy
Dancer in Ann Arber, Big Fish in
Dearborn and Big Fish Too in
Madison Heights. Tickets are
also availablo by calling the
River Crab at 1-800-468-3727.

The $10 ticketa cntitle the
holder to entry into the fishing
tournament {mﬁ an exciting raf-

Island, a two-
day trip for twe to. Toronto and
other great prizes. Tho best part:
{s that your ticket atub is alse
rodecmablo for $10 off dinner for
two or Sunday brunch at any
participating Chuck Muer
rostaurant nationwide,

Anglers who wish to

offers o varicty of fly
- tying clnsses for boginnars and
-: sdvanced tyers. Call (248) 650-
', 0440 for more infarmationorto .
“make o resorvation for an |
upcoming claua,
MORE FLY TYINO
Rivar Bend Sport Shop in South-
{luljl offera fly lying't.:l asaes for

(shore nnd boat fishing is
allowed) must register after pur-
chaosing a ticket,

‘Cash prizes are awarded to

“the fishing club with the heavi-
through the treea in an effort to *”

eat total salmon waight; the
largest total weight on one boat;
and for the largast steelhoad,
coho, chinook and brown trout
caught.

(Bill Parker writes a weckly
outdoor column for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers,
Hunters and anglers are urged to
report their success, Questions
and comments are also encour-

and
advanced tyers. Classes will be
held at various times. To register
call (248) 350-8484,
DUCK & QOOSE CALLING
‘The Weat Bloomfiald Schools
Community Education Depart-
ment is offering a basic Duck &

Goosa Cailing class on Mondays; -

beginning May 1 and lasting
through May 22, The one-hour

classes will be raught at Orchard

Lake Middle School from 7:30
p.m.-8:30 p.m. Coat is $40, Con-
tact tho Weat Bloomfield Schools
Community Education Depart.
ment nt (248) 539-2280 for regis-
tration {i fon, - -

oged. Send information to: Qut.
doors, Observer & E 4
Newsapapers, 805 E, Maple,
Birmingham, M1 48009.)

LIVONIA RANGE
‘The Livonia Archery Range is

FREY

pri] 23rd -

o Bpans_o_;_c_'gi by -, ok
‘Farmington HiHs Church'o
ow iwra favited to Celobrate Eastrs

117 Power Road.. .>

8:00 a.m. or, 1045, |
Ay f,-. ‘.

11 Mile Roads

OUYDOOR CALENDAR

open to tha public, The range
fedturea seven field lanes and, |
one broadhead lane and is open

_10a.m. to 4 p.m. oa Saturdays’,
and Bungunfn, The ringo {s also
opan Tucsdays and T}

Sundays, Call (248) 623-0444.

'COUNTY PARKS

by appointment only through the
end of Noverber. Coat is $4 for
adults and $2 for children. Live-
nia residents shoot frecof
charge. Tho range is located on
Glondale Ave., enst of Farming-
ton Road. Call (734) 466-2410
for more information.

JUNIOR OLYMPKCS -
‘The Qakland County Sportaman
Club in Clarkston offers a Junior .
Olympic Archery Development -
Program beginning at 1 p.m.'en

T ion and a
motor vehicle parmit arc N
roquired for all nature programs
at Oakland County Parks. Call *
(810) 625-8473 to register .

PERMITS :
Tho 2000 Oakland County parks
moter,vehicle parmita arc on sale
at all county park offices and
many parks and recreation and
township offices, Cost s $20

* through April 30 and $25 there- -

after, Call (248) 858-0906 or TTY
(248) 858-1684.

N TIME:

o . CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
. PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING
! DATE: APRIL 27, 2000
7:30 PML
PLACE: Farmington Eills Clty Hall
v 31858 Elaven Mile Road

Farmington Hills, MI 48338
ITEM: Special Approval 8-3-00

The City of F

requests approval for a rus’, and palnt
LI1, Ligh dy | District

11ills Planning Ce
considaration to an spplication for Special Approval (SA 55-3-00) which

will give formal

romoval facllity (Media Blasting) in

addreas of 24630 Hathawny, Sidwell #23-19-452-011, The applicant in this

mattor is Albert Gutlerves, President of Mark V, Blasting.

The property invalved hns an

]

Any person who is

5

d a {nvited to

m -

in the di. on of

Item: 8A 55-3-00
Phone: 248/473.9543
E ) g

hill

the Special Approval request, The application for Speciat Approval and the
Zoning Text and Map iny bo reviowed
Offico o any business day between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m..

Planning & Cemmunity Development

at the Farmington Hills Planning
DALE A. COUNTEGAN, Director
City of Farmington Hille

mius
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SAVE 35% TO 40% & MORE
ON ALL WICKER FURNISHINGS!

Order now to enjoy the summer months.
An amazing range of materials and styles to offer furniture selections for
cvery room of your house, Not limited to traditional wicker, these
Casual” create

from “L

inviting options from a host of natural and manmade materials.
Available in over 300 fabrics and a dozen finishes, you can create 2
unique look through your home, Unique handwoven materials and
timeless designs prove it's not just “wicker™ anymore!
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Magen's Bay Cliusic wicker styllng

construction, Avallable Jn all “Lex
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Ington Caswnal™ Indoor finlshes.

Alegre. Classlc wicker seating and occaslonal designs

rattan with upholstesed seat and

handwoven I round core
back cushlons. Perma-Mesh seat construction,

Awtlible In all “Lexington Casuat” Indoor finishes
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Diamond. Classlc Victorlan style seatlng 20d occaslonal designs landwoven fn
round core rattan with upholstered seat anid back cushlons; Perma-Mesh seat
construction, Avallable In alt "Lexington Casual™ Indoor finishes.
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