Conference offers
chance to explore
Indian culture

Bl t's easy to sco that Sumita Chaudh-
ry, dressed in a colorful sari, is
I proud of the culture and arts of her
native India, When Chaudhcery eame to
the United States in the carly '60s, she
brought the knowledgo of traditional
dance, music'and literature with her.
Chaudhery will share all threo ot a con-
ference and celebration of Indian cul-
ture Friday-Saturday, May 12-13, at
Schooleraft Col-
lege in Livonia,
Chaudhery,
who tcachea
Indian dance
and music pri-
vately, has been
an English pro-
fessor at the col.

Conference
attendeea need
not be Indian to
participate in
the conference,

Anclent art: '
Christel which is spon-
Stevens per- sared by the col-
forms a North' lege'a Interna-
Indian dance
recital with
Guru Naba - promates crass-
, cultural under.
Ghana Shyam- " standing in the
Singha and community. The

troupe. Aditi Institute of

Fine and Per-
forming Arts also s,

sponsars the confer-
ence, The Aditi Institute'la nonpmﬁl

dedieated to creating awarencas of Indi-
an culture. \

Chaoudhery would Jike t~ invite cvery-
one to *experience the mystery and
mysticism of this fascinating country”
as scholars, artists and performers
cxplove Indinn dance, poetry, philoso-
phy, food, and film,

Deadline to register for the confer.

cnce and dinner (catered by the Peacock

Restaurant, Dearborn) is Monday, May

" 1, Some tickets for the dance recitals on
Friday and Saturday evenings may be
available after that date.

Dream:

“It's a dream of mins to bring in inter-

national events to the college because I
feel students, faculty and the communi-
ty need that as a way to broaden our
horizons,” said Chaudhery. “From a cul-
tural standpoint, India is one of the
ancient civilizations with dance, music
and art forms all its own.

*Thero's a totally different concept of
music and dance in traditional Indian
arts, The theory and practico are totally

different from Western concepta, Philos-

ophy is primarily a non-violent or intro-

apective one. In today’s harrowing life,

that becomes a great way to find rome
ace.”

Recitals of dance and sarod (an
ancient Indian string instrument) on -
Friday evening and a dance recital Sat.
urday night fenture styles of dance

ranging from odissi to manipuri. After o

8 p.m. Indian dinner on Saturday, guru
Noba Ghana Shyam-Singha and his
seven-member troupo will dance n
north Indian recital. Shyam-Singha ia
from Assam in the easternmost
gm{nn of India, The dancs troupe is

ased in the Washington , D.C.,-Mary.
land area.

“This form of dance ia very vigorous

and the music sounds tribal," said
Chaudhery. "Food in India is different if

m

Art of Indla Conference

8 Whats A colobeation of Indisn culture
Inciuding danca, poetry readings, round-
1ablo discussion, yoge ieciure and

- demonstrations, end dinner,

B Wheat 1.4 p.m. and 7:30-10:30 p.m, Fri-
Bay, Moy 12, Seturday, May 13, pro-
grom begins 8:30 a.m. and concludes 8
2, with a concert.

I Whetes Schooicrat Collego, 18800 Hag-
pny bmvnn 8ix and Sevan Mlile

.M .101« i wmn. o $28 :m
] encs, $18 concart/ dance rechtal (Fri-
‘|, Ony), $40 Inclen buffet dinner/ dance
" recital {Baturday). For more information
. Of t0 raglater, call Asbakah Weber at

Mondey, May 1.

lege for 30 years.

8choolcraft
Jaxz Band
Jack Pierson
(left) per-
formed with
lheﬂ éu;tl;l-
cra,; 0 e
Jazz Bandg at
the Livonia
Mall, Below,
Schoolcraft
College Jazz
Band horn
section, Bot-
tom photo, -
Westland fire-

& ount Basie would have loved the mellow
W sounds coming from the Schooleraft Cal
# lcge Jarz Band Monday evening. The 18-
member ensemble didn't need a dimly lit
smoky room to set the mood for their ver-
sion of the legendary jazz master’s That
Warm Feeling. Their big band beat drew a
standing-room-only crowd to the most
unhkc]y of plnceu - the Livonia Mall -

STORY BY LINDA AN CHOMIN * PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHELL

B Whats Schooleraft College Jaxx Band pesforms songs by Count
Basle, Stan Kenton and Thad Jones. Admisslon Is free. For
information sbout the band, call Jack Pierson, (734) 4208984

H Whea: 7:30 p m. Monday, Aprl 28

B Whers: Waterman Center on campus, 18600 Haggerty,
between Six and Seven Mila fonds, Uvoala

at the chance. Together with jazz musicians Louis
Smith and Emie Rodgers, he serves on the education

during a week of the arts,

It was hard to believe that lhc bnnd had
been together only since September. Jazz
is definitely making a comeback at
Schooleraft College, thanks to band direc-

“It's sort of & community group and is a

dent and people who pluyed in high school
nnd collega but went on to carcers in different fields,”
said Pierson, who directed the band 16 years ago be(cra
it was disbanded, “Educationally, I'm trying to expot
everyone to n variety of stylea of big band jazz includ-
ing contemporaries like Puff Daddy. We perform an
assortment of music from Stan Kenton to Thad Jones,
and Don Ellis from the 'GOA and '70s who played unusu-
al time signatures.”

Pierson realized there was a need for the band after
he pass~d out fliers in July at the Michigan Jazz Festi-
val | ai. Schooleraft Collexe. The answer to his call for

was overwk Gver the last eight
months, the band's sound has matured so mpldly asto
carn them an invitation to play this year's Michigan
Jazz Festival on Sunday, July 16.

*I was surprised by the turn-out last fall,” said Pier-

son, *The ﬁut cunccrt lnst fall was gund in the right

th five pk ‘We picked up &
couple of drummera along the way. Two bass playera
alternate. There's also guitar and piano.”

Education
Picrson is big on education, 8o when the opportunity
aruse to direct the jazz bnnd at Schooleraft, he jumped

tor Jack Pierson. The concert was the .

mix of collegs students, a high school stu- -

for the Ford Detroit International Jaze Festi-
val (i the B Detroit Jazz Festival), This

year, he'll give a clinic for
high school and collega
students, Even though b
retired as band director at

uea to serve as 8 judgoe at
festivals for the Michigan
School Band and Orches-
tra Association. As a con-
sultant, he frequently
works with students in

o schools, Last week, he
was helping the Livonia
Franklin Jazz Band pre.
pare to compete at an
upcoming festival.

“My goal is to give these folks a place to play and to
keep this happening,” snid Pierson, *Next summer, we
hope to start a two-week summer jazz program similar
to one that existed at Henry Ford Community Collcge
in the "70s and '80s."

Hot jazz

Andy Buck has spent the last seven and one-half
years fighting fires in Westland, but he never forgot the
days he played in Pierson’s band at Edse] Ford High
School. He misses those student days nnd is glnd to be
playing drums for the Schoolcraft College Jazz Band.
During collegs, he was a member of the Henry Ford
Community College Big Band, playing Carnegie Hall
and touring Europe twice.

“Careers come about and now I'm trying to find more
time to play music,” said Buck, who started playing

in fourth mde “I like '.hu lty]a and excitement

ofthajuzz band, It's enjoyment fo

Like Buck, Northville High Schonl astudent Ken
Charette nzdoyl playing with th.e band.

Hobby
“Thin is a Jot of fun for me,” sgid Charette, o trumpet
player who began piano lessons in first grade, "But I'm

Ploase sec SWING C2

|+ (734) 4824400, Ext, 5641, Denctine for
| registration la

‘Choir members ring in Easter season

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN to join ~ just an interest in bells, Lenz
9" o W“"'ﬂl by ot would then do a little arm twisting to
. secure a commitment to the choir. OF
, Half way through rehoarsal choir course, when family obligationa arise,
members rolled their oyes as director | Lenz is only to happy fill in himself or
Jim Leaz reminded them thai they call in another ringer, This night,
weroe ringing tho Palm Sunday service | Cathy Pinsta, a member of Our Lady

at 8t, Thomas e’ Becket Catholic
Church in Canton,

“We've got to be here at 8 a.m; with
bells en,” he quippod.

of Good Counsel’s handbell choir, was
filling in for Vivian Cook, who was in
Chizngn for the opening of daughter

‘| Mary Kny's new play.

That's nnimldojoka.m St
Thomas ' m; b(:tl:luxdl choir is PQEBiﬂOM to fill
composed ringers. Found. “Ench person has their own posi-
od by Lenz in 1993, the Ding-a-lings' | tion, and you have to have every posi-
primary function {s to ring handbella | tion filled,” said Lons, *It would be
at Mass, Although most group mem- | like having a couple of keya broken on
bers haave either played an inatru. your piano il you didn't. But the
ment or sung in & choir, members . biggest challenge is hoeping 12
neoded no musical lulnlnz inorder. | women happy™

There he goes again. But that's why
members stay on for years. Lenz isa
cheerleader for the ancient art of bell
ringing. He began as a ringer with
the choir at Our Lady of Good Coun.
sel in Plymouth in 1988,

“1 fell in love with it,” said Lene,
who still rings with the Good Counsel
choir. *It's just fun. I've been playing
piano all my life. With the handbells
it wes fun to hear your own little port
boecome part of the total sound.”

Their movements create a visunl
rhythm that ebbs and flows. It looks
simplo enough, but don't be fooled. It
takes a certain flick of the wrist o
produce a note.

“At firat it was hard to get used to,”

T Ploaso sec CHOM, C2
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Majestlc: Donald Alley - :
took this photograph of a.
Great Horned wa

Artists sprmg
for out-of-the’
ordinary
mediums

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFY WRITER
Ichomin@oc.homecommnet

Local artiats aren't letting any
grass grow under their foet, even*
if it is springtime. Members of
Artifacts Art Club and the Needle-
work and Textile Guild of Michi- .
gan are exhibiting everything
from serene landscapes to jezzy -
jacketa and vests at showsin
Livonin and Plymouth through
the end of April. The surprise is
you won't find any watercolor flo-
rals or heavy oil paintingsof

arns.

Sherry Eid has a way with cal-
ored pencil. Her delicate portraits
are just some of the works third '
graders ot Livonin's Cass Elemen-
tary will see when club members
take them on a guided tour of the -
Artifacts Art Club show, Eid
believes it's important to intro-
duce children to original art. She
and other club members have
worked with teachers for the last
few years to encourage thesa third
students to take an interest in
painting, drawing, photography,
and sculpture.

“It’s o delight to have them
come through,” said Eid. *Before-
hand, the teachers ask the chil-
dren what each piece might be
after hearing the title. My punrml
of the Native American Dancing
‘Wolf - the kids think it's a wolf’
dancing in the living room.”

Not to be missed is Peggy
Grey's “Beware of the Dogs.” The
students thought the work would
show mean dogs. Quite the con- *
trary. The pastel features two dogs

Pleasc sce ARTISIS C2

1 Artiacta Art CIub.thwod\lin L)
wvatiety of mediums through Friday, April
28 at tivonis City Hall, 33000 Civic
Center Drive, eost of Farmington Road.
Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday:
Friday, and 7-9@ p.m.
Wadne:

H The Needlawork and Textlie Quitd of
Michigan show 8 diversity of fatxic art
through Wedne.day, May 3 at the Ply.
mouth Community Arts Council, 774 N,
Sheidon at Junction, Opening teception
12 p.m. Sunday, April 18, of enjoy the
fashion show and luncheon 11:30 a.m.
‘Wednesdsy, Moy 3 ($20). Call {734)
416-4278 for information.

Appealing music: Don Hosman (right)
and Leslie Queen rehearse forPalm
Sunday services at St. Thomas a Beck
et Catholic Church in Canton,



