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said Rene Pictryga, who plays
the heaviest of the bass bells.
“When | first atartod playing
with the choir two years ngo, my
verists hurt. T used to play trum.
pot in high school, and now [
still get to play muaic.”

Leslie Queen i3 one of the
members, who succumbed to
Lenz's arm-twisting. Well, not
renlly, Their long-time friend-
ship was more than enough to
eoarn a yes from Queen when
Lenz asked to joln the choir two
yonrs ago. Before then, she
helped Lenz direct the children’s
choir at St. Thomas o’ Beckot.

“I love the music,” said Queen,
who played organ aa a kid.
“We're all really close and know
cach other for years, It's like a
family.”

Ensemble playing

Helen MacDonald believes
without teamwork the choir
wouldn’t sound half as good as it
doos. She'd like to have more
males join the choir. Currently,
Don Hosman ia the only one. He
plays bass bells along with
Queen and Pietryga.

“It's not that demanding,” said
MacDonald. “If you have a scnse
of vhythm and can read music,

it's not that bad. All you have to
bo able to do is count ~ one, two,
throe. If you tell women that,
they're happy to give it a try. If
you tell guys that, they dont
belleve you.”

Both Grahem, the ynungcst
member of the choir, is honest
about the appea! of handbell
music. A velunteor at the
chutch. Graham joinud thu

dbel) choir in S
Sha plnyu mnnmhn wlth the
h Can.

a fourth octave of bells becaune
of the cost. Lonz has ringers
wear white gloves to protect the
surfaces fram oily residues left
by the hand. Even so, the bells
need to bo polished twice a year
ut Easter and Chri:
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“I love the sound of the music
and handbells,” said Tracy
Craighead, who's been ringing
with the choir seven years.

Joan Lager. one cl'tho origmnl
chair th.

ton High Schoal Murch!ng Band.

“It koeps poople from falling
asleep,” aaid Graham, "And it
adds a little color and interest.”

All kidding aside, the choir is
serfous about ringing. Once
Lenz began the count, members
took on a professional demeanor
as they concentrated on the
music for Palm Sunday. Even
though handbelis have been
around since the 16th century,
there isn't a Jot of published
music, so Lenz does a lot of the
arronging himself.

“We play mostly sacred music,
and when it's not, we don't tell
anybody,” snid Lenz with a
wink.

The choir only recently added

-
EXpressions /.. .c:

“The music ia beautiful, and
it's nico to be part of something
that's so unique.”

In addition to the benuty of
the bells, one of the most
rewarding parts of ringing for
Qucen was when the cheir per-
formed in the community last
Christmastime. The choir usual.
ly rings just once a month at
church services as part of the
music ministry. The ringers also
give a concert with the rest of
the choirs at church in Febru-
ary.

*The most rewarding was we
went and rang for disabled peo-
plo through the Multiple Sclero-
sis Society in Ann Arbor. “They

were 80 appreciative.”

and customa, It's as different as
France and Italy.”

Offerings

Tagore poetry recitations in
Bengali and English, a discus-
sion of Sanskrit literature and
the influence of Jain art on
Western art round out the con.
ference offerings.

For those interested in creat-
ng n peaceful frame of mind,
Chaudhery suggests the $:30-
11:30 a.m, session on Saturday
with Mohendra Mchta. Wear
casual attire as Mchta will lead
conference-goers through the art
and practice of yoga. Afterward,
attendees can stop by the mar-

SWi “g from page C1

. ketplace where vendors will

have Indian clothing and jewel-
ry for sale.

Have an interesting idea for a
story? Call arts reporter Linda
Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145
or send e-mail to lchomin@ oe.
homecomm. net

studying to be an engineer, This
is just a hobby,”

Masn Motohashi joined in
September after reading the Mier
Pierson passed out at the Michi-
gan Jazz Festival. Motohaahi
ployed bass in a jazz big band in
Japan until he was transferred
to the United States in 1998,
Playing with the Schooleraft Col-
lege Jnzz Band has expanded his
knowledge of the American art
form, he said.

*The culture is the big differ-

ence betwoen Americon and-

Japanese jazz bands,” said Moto-
hnshi, a Plymouth resident. “A
Tot of pwple here know a lat of
songs by differont people. In
Japan, they only know Glen
Miller.”

Gerald and Patricia Prunty
played with the Schooleraft Col-
lege Wind Ensemble for 10 years
before joining the jozz band as
aaxophoniste, The huabnnd nnd

of the Schoolcraft jozz band. It's
apparent by listening to his
quick wit that Gerald likes hov.
ing fun. He niet Patricia when
he was looking for an oboe teach-

wife formerly were

cr. They d six years ago,

the Southfield Symphony. Shon
played aymphonic music for
more than 30 years but never
had the opportunity to play with
a jazz band. Both do play in a
swing band, however, every Fri-
day night ln ‘Woedhaven.

*It keeps my brain moving,”
enid Patricia Prunty, of Taylor.
“You renlly have to listen to be
part of the ensemble.”

Gerald played in a jazz band
in high achool for the fun and
varicly, and that's the reason
he'a such an energetic supporter

Artists from page C1

“Lessons are expensive,” he said.
“It's casier to get married.”

The Pruntys aren't the only
husband-and-wife duo with the
band. Pierson's wife Cindy some-
times sings. A member of the
Rosedale Gardens Presbyterian
Church choir, Cindy met Jack
Pierson several years ago when
thoy were acting in & production
of the Theatre Guild of Livonia
Redford.

“It's fun for a singer to sing
with a big band behind you,”
said Cindy.

fast nsleep, their heads neatled
together. One of these gentle
creatures, the black Labrador,
does have one eye open for
intruders.

The aerenity of Westland
artist Nancy Janosi’s “Cloud-
land” (pastel) and Chris Pegg's
“Farm House Window" (colored
pencil) provides o resting spot
between pieces such as “The Fly-
ing Vegetarian.” Esther Franz's
colored pencil work features a
bat funmng on colorful berrics,
The artist even details the out-
stretched wing.

Fabric art

The Needlework and Textile
Guild of Michigan gives new
meaning to mixed medin. These
necdle artists incorporate dye-
ing, embellishing, beading and
stitching into their fiber art.
Diversity ia the key word when
it comes to their work.

Knitted sweaters by Jean
Clark of Bloomficld Hills, and
bended jewelry by Barbara
Altwerger of Farmington Hills
and Eleanor Herkommer of Bev-
erly Hills are just some of the
pmccn in the show, which

quilting, kni 3
cmbroldcry, weaving, and wear-
able art.

*It's an extraordinary group,”
said Saundra Weed, a Westland
artist who's chumng the exhibit,
“We have a lot of women who are
leaders in textile art.”

A May 3 fashion show and lun-
cheon will showcase those tal-
ents. Some of the garments will
be for snle as will accessories
such ns jewelry, purses, hats,
and scarves,

Judy Dunnett, a West Bloom-
ficld ruldnnt. will show *weird
and vonderful” jnckets in the
fashion show. Her angel and
mermaid quilts will be on dis-

play in the exhibit by members
of the guild. Established in 1973,
the Needlework and Textile
Guild of Michigan fosters the art
of needle work through monthly
meetings at First United
Methodist Church in Birming-
ham, Day-long workshopa like
the ones with Colette Wolff
Tuesday-Wednesday, May 9-10
teach members how to explore
fabric surfaces. Author of The
Art of Manipulating Fabric,
Wolff will lend students on a 6-
hour journey of using three
dimensional techniques. The
cost is $50 members, $60 non-
members, For more information
or to register, call Dunnctt at
{248) 363-6697.

“We have some very interest-
ing programs,” aaid Dunnett,
“We're not just a little old lndies
quilting guild, We're always
learning to do something differ-
ent.”

Artists play role in enhancing spirituality

As Dotroit arca-familics pre-
pare to attend Easter week ser-
vices at their plnces of worship,
it occurs to me that the nmnlunl
lives of so many in our communi-
ty have been greatly impacted by
the observancea during this holy
time of year,

Celebrations of faith can be
eapecinlly meaningful in our tra-
ditional places of worship where
families establish n legacy of
participation,

The structure itaell is a time-
less exprosaion of beauty and
reverence.

That tradition is one of the
rensons that 8 major renovation
af a church is also a major event
in the lives of ita membera,

The Archdiocese of Detroit is
reportedly planning n dramntic
update to the Blessed Snerament
Cathedral on Woodward Avenue
in Detroit. The design calls for
the construction of a new glosa-
and-steel wing that would
enhnnce the natural light and
beauty of the B5-year-old land-

mark.

Beautification project

On o smaller scale, the Cross
of Christ Lutheran Church at
Telegraph and Long Lake Ronds
in Bloomfield Hills has recently

- undergone n beautification pro-

ject designed by Detroit-bnsed
artist Karen Sepanski, n distin-
guished producer of glass and
architectural worka to be fea.
tured 7:30 p.m. Sunday, April 16
on Detroit Public TV'a Backstage
Pass.

“One of the parishioners was n
glasy artist who was familiar
with my work and recommended
mie for the project. Members of
the congregntion were very
active in Lthe process and inter-
csted in hearing my design ideas
for the altar and pulpit, as well
as the bowl for their baptismal
font,” snid Sepanski, n gradunte
of Detroit's Center for Creative
Studies,

The challenge for the artist
who warka in tho abstract was to

incorporate the suggestions pro-
vided in a liternl way to create a
benutiful setting appropriate for
n house of worship.

“My goal was to convey a sense
of not only beauty, but tranquili-
ty and pence, and I did find
myaelf drawing upon Christinn
imagery,” she told Backstage
Pass.,

Earthly materinls like metal,

- granite and glass are being used

in renovation projecta of our
most venerable places of wor-
ship.

Whether motivnted by their
crentive fires or their spiritual
beliefs, artists have always
played a role in enhancing the
apiritunl lives of people of faith,
When reverence and inspiration
unite, wonderful things happen
to peoplo,

Happy Enster,
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