Slanley
sars inand
R directs Joe
Gould's: :
Secret, t’u’; .

*New Yorker”

writer and

the eccentric
ohemian he

turng into as

a minor

{' R celebrity in

the 1940s,

at metro
Detroit movie
theaters.

Fun and entertainment await at
the Detroit Zoo's annual Bun-
nyville event 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Easter Bunny and several
other costumed characters will
be parading around the zoo
grounds. Free admission for chil-
dren age 2 and younger, and
guests who arrive before 2 p.m.
when they bring a non-perigh-
-able food item. Photos with the
Easter Bunny available for $5
each. Proceeds benefit Gleaners
Community Foodbank. Call
(248) 398-0903 for details.

AY.

Thtcci

true story of a

opening today

e
Christ in T.J. Hemphill's Easter
musical Perilous Times, 3 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. at the Music Hall
Center for the Performing Arts in
Detroit. Tickets $21.60-$30, call
(313) 963-2366.

Je {Trzy Mickens portrays Jesus

Hot ﬂck;h The John Hancock
Champions On Ice Summer

Tour, featuring Brian Boitano,
Elizabeth Punsalan and Jerod
Swallow, Oksana Baiul and
other Olympic and World figure
- skating champions, stops at Joe
Louis Arena in Detroit 8 p.m.
. Saturday, April 22, Tickets 825-
$55, available at the box office,
or call (248) 645- 86q&
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For dancers only: Wynton Marsalis and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra swing the night

away on their For Dancers Only tour:

@U\W,&*

oMl

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAYY WARITKR
ichomin®oe.homecommunat

t's 10 n,m. California time and
Rodney Whitaker ia awakening to
a view of the ocean outside his
room at a West Coast hotel. Santa
Cruz is tho sccond stop on tho 23-city
tour the nntive Detroiter ia playing
with trumpoter Wynton Marsalis

tra.
Sound grueling? Not for Whitaker
vho loves swinging the

.
4N
I played with J.C. Heard end did a
lat of dances. Growing up I thought it
was a drag but now I enjoy it. It's
enjoyable to sce somebody inspired
to swing to your musje.”
At age 32, Whitaker is too young to
remember the era when dancers
stopped moving to the sounds of

Duke Ellington, Count Basio and
Benny Goodman. Nonethelcas, he's

S _n,nLthve_LInq)lnpgnw;‘guu,or:m‘:__slg_d at_qi gi.'ug &ﬂgplq_bm:k on their feet
. . anciny

o timeless works of the
legendary Blg Band lenders nlong
with now tunes by Lin«

nights away. Togother
with Maraalis and the
orchestra, Whitaker
spends eight montha a
year on the road intro-
ducing audiences to jazz
and swing dancing.
Their For Dancers Only
tour, named after Sy
Olivar’s 1837 chart for
ths Jimmie Lunceford
Orchestra, is reawaken-
ing people to the fun of

Orchestra,

entry.

‘Whatz Dancs Lhe pight
away 1o the music of
Wynton Marsalis and
1he Lincoln Center Jazz

Whea: 8 p.m, Sotur-
dny, Aprit 22, Free
swing dance lesson
begins at 6:30 p.m.
Tlcket required for

Wharot Eastern Michi
gan University Convo-
cation Center, 789

coln Center Jazz Orches-
tra trombonist Wycliffe
- Gordon and others.
“People have the ton-
dency to think bebop
brought about the end of
swing dance,” aanid
Whitaker. “What a lot of
people don’t realize is
that it was rock 'n’ roll.
People d danci

@he Facrmington @bserver

Wy

title is takon from a poem by Khalil
Gibran.

*Sometimes we try to possess life
instead of living life,” said Whitaker.
*“You have to embrace life and live it
while you can. This is my coming of
age album.”

Bass wasn't Whitaker's first love.
He began playing violin in fourth
grade and “fell in love with it” but

__eventunlly switched to bass at the

suggeation of his teacher Hosen Tay-
lor at Remus-Robinson Junior High
in Detroit. The only child in a family
of eight to become a musician,
Whitaker now is passing on his love
of music rot only to his five children
but to othera as well,

Whitaker was in town in February
to perform with the Lincoln Center
Jazz Sextet which served a week-
long residency in conjunction with
the University Musical Society in
Ann Arbor. Whitaker gave several
master ¢l in Detroit-aren

to jazz and started dane.
ing to rock 'n’ rofl.”

dancing to awing rausic, Hewltt Road, Ypslloatt. Whitaker thinks the
On Saturday, April 22, | Ticketst $25, call rebirth of awing and jnzz
the orcheatra will atop | (734) 7642538, is a good thing. A profes-

at Eastern Michigan
University as part of its tour. The
- tour will-continue on ta concort and

sional jozz musician
since age 17, Whitaker
haa performed with everyone from

dance halla incl the i
Ballroom in New York whero tha per-
formanco will be broadcast by the
BBC. A freo lesson with national
swing danco champions Janice Wil-
son and Paola Lanna precedes the
April 22 dance concert presented by
the University Musical Society. It is
' one of Jazz at Lincoln Center’s edu-
cational efforts. It is being presented
at EMU because the venue allows
roam for dancing. : -

~¥ Jove it,” said Whitaker who plnya'

bass with the orchestra, "Anything
swing is good to me. We'ro trying to
exposo people to jazz. The best way is
to have them come out and have fun
dancing. When I was o kid in Detroit,

Dancers are

‘What: Dotroit debut of

schools and narrated a program
broadcast by Wayne RESA to stu-
denta in Wayne, Onkland and seversl
other counties around the state of
Michigan.

Whitaker believes educating young
people about jazz is one of the most
important things he can do. Since
S ber, he's been ing stu-

ford Marsalis, Joe H
Joshua Redman, Stanley Turrentine,
and Kenny Garrett to Marcus Bel.
grave and Alma Smith. He joined the
I'Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra in

August of 1996 at the request of
artistic director Wynton Marsalis.
‘Whitaker had run into Marsalis in
New York shartly after his Children
“of the Light album came out. He had
*recorded with Marsalis o few years
before. Now Whitaker was asking tho
legendary jazz trumpeter to play on
his next album Hidden Kingdom.
Whitaker has appecared on more
than 70 recordings, Yesterday, Today
and Tomorrow, his fourth album as a
lender, will be relensed in May. The

ready t

dents in the Detroit Symphony Civic
Orchestra’s jazz band. Whitaker
played with the civic orchestra from
age 16,

“That organization has a lot to do
with me being a professional musi-
cian,” snid Whitaker, a jozz studies
profcssor at Michigan State Univer-
»ity since 1995. Whitaker formerly
taught at the University of Michi-
gan. “They paid for my lessons
through high schoel s0 I'm just giv-
ing back. It's great to be able to
inspiro these kids and it's inspiring
to sce somoone inspired by your
words. And I'm lenrning a lot about
teaching and paticnce.”

‘urn the Floor’ at the Fox

nover died,” said 71-yenr-old Norn Noder,

Burn The Freor, dance
tavue fosturing 44 of
tho world's top bail-
ro0m dancors and
such donces as the
tengo, cha cha cha
and lindy hap,

Whoat 8 p.m, Tuas-
day, Apell 25-5aturday,
Apell 29; 2 p.m. Satur
day, Apdl 20; 1 p.m.
ond 8 p.m. Sunday,
Aprll 30

‘Whers: Fox Thoatre,
2211 Woodward Ave.,
Detrott

« Thekatst $10-60 ot

Fox Theatre box

office, {313) 983~

6611 or through Tick.

otMaster, (248) 433-
816

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
SPLCIAL EDITOR
nstafford@oo.homocomm.net

Ballroom dancing looks like a rising
phoenix — a rago that it up movie screcns
and dance halls in the 19408 only to burn
out and resurface as an excrciso in nostal-
gia at the turn of the century.

But local inatructors and aficionados af
ballroom dancing prefer to use the term
*rediscovery” to describe the form's recent
riso In popularity, n movement fucled by
younger generations’ attraction to swing
and salss on tho night club circuit and o
steady stream of Latin-inspired munic in
popular culturo,

The fire now ongulfs the atage in Burn
The Floor, n sensuous, no-holdo-barred
baliroom revue that runs April 26-30 at
the Fox Thentre in Detroit, .

*For those of us who ars houked on it, it

n loza) ballreom inatructor who fondly
recallg when “touch dancing” flourished in
the Detroit aren, *What's happened is
through television and movics there's been
a revival," said Nader, an instructor at
Schooleraft College in Livenia,

Others have simply discovered ball-
room's many benefits — henlthy social
recrention, source for entertainment and o
good form of physical nnd mental exereise,
snid Glenn Clark, n profesaianal ballroom
dancer and co-owner of Stardust Ballroom
dance studio in Southficld.

“You can go the gym nnd work out, but
you can’t go to n night club in n phort shirt
‘and show aff your abs unlesa you're there
to dance,” Clark joked.

Peoplo alse have tired of being apecta-

Plense sce BURN, 130]
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Gilda’s Club
honors memory
of comedian

BY KEELY WYGONIK
BTAYY WRITER
kwygonlk@oehomecomninet

Just thinking about comedian
Alyco Faye makes me smile. She
wasa kind-hearted, funny, and gen-
crous with her time and talent.
Most of her phone calls to the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers -
wero to nak if we could do some-
thing to help someond in need, not
to promote her latest gig at a local
club. °

Dingnosed with lung eancer in
August 1998, Faye kept moking
people smile until she dicd in R
November. b

On Wednesday, May 3, Gilda's
Club of Metro Detroit ia honoring .-
her memory by presenting the “It's. |
Always Someone Special” award to”
her husband Fred Sewell ot Gilda's
Big Night Out II. The award is pre-
sented ta the person who has
demonstrated o strong commit-
ment to Gilda'a Club Metro Detroit.

Faye, n resi-
dent of Farming-
ton, wna one of
the early sup-

4 porters of Gilda's
Club Metro
Detroit, which
apened on Jan.
28, 1998, She
foum{;d Mow}
City Women ol
Alyce Faye Cometly with
comedian Mary Miller in 1994, and
hosted an annual fund-raiser for
Gilda'a Club of Metro Detroit. The
1nst onc was held in 1897.

Named in honor of comedian
Gilda Radner, a native Detroiter
who died from ovarian cancer in
1989, the club offers men, women
and children and their families and
friends opportunities to share
experiences, develop strategica for
living with cancer and make new
friends. The 6,000-square-foot club-
house in Royal Oak offera a home-
like ntmoaphere where members
can participate in support and net-
working groups, workshops, lee-
tures and social cvents,

“Alyce came to us out of the
blue,” said Geri Lester of Franklin,
trensurer of the board of directors
for Gildn's Club Metro Detroit, and
ane of the club's founders, “She
begged and borrowed from [riends,
and worked hard to put on a suce
cessful event to benefit Gilda's
Club, She had all of her comedian
friends donate their time; none of
them charged a penny. They all
gave of their time and talent, it
was really something. She was a
very wonderful person who had no
trouble motivating others”

Miller, who lived in Farmington
Hills, West Bloomfield Township
and Berkley before moving to Ohio,
met Faye at Mark Ridley’s Comedy
Castle in Roynl Onk.

“Gilda Radner was an inspira-
tion to women,” aaid Miller.*1
heard nbout Gildn's Club and
thought wouldn't it be cool if we all
got together to make Gilda's dream
come true, I immediately called my

Pleaso sce GILDA, E2

____Qida's BIgNIght Outll
What: A night of camedy, food and fun 1o
benafit Gilda's Club Metro Dateoil.

Whaen: 8 p.m. silent auction ond strolling
suppet, 8 p.m, perfosmance by comedian
Jetficy Ross, Wednesday, May 3.

Whers: Temple Beth E), 7400 Telegraph
Rood, Bloomficid Hills.

Ticketa: $125 donor, $200 patron, call
{248) 577-0800, Ext. 22.

White hot: More than 40 of the world’s best
ballreom dancers strut their stuffin Burn The
Floor, an clectrifying and fast-paced showcase
of standard and Latin dance styles.



