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tors, added Nader. “We necd to
be participators. Wo necd to bo a
part of what's going on, and not
Juat visually,” she seid. “Plus,
wa'ro more health-conscience. We
noed other ways to work out our
cnlories and our feclings, and
dancing is o nice, safo way to
express yourseli”

And, while more couples and
in('l’ivldun'l- are taking up or

tho 44 professional dancers who
perform in Burn The Floor are
offering audionces an opportuni-
ty to s0e the tango, cha cha cha,
waltz, lindy hop and six other
Lallroom styles at their technical

at.

- The performers, some of the
world’s top ballroom champions,
are the “black belts® of tho form,
eaid Clark, who has scheduled a
Burn The Floor {ield trip for
inatyuctors and more
his studio’s students, from begin-
nors to compotition-level
dancers.

' “The show promises a high
‘lavel of technical and athletic
ability, but Burn The Floor,
unlike baltroom competition,
ian’t bound by rules or, for that
n:ntur, image. Burn The Floor

than 40 of

B That baliroom dance Is belng presented as the-
ater for the stago and public performance Is evi
dence of its transformation.

the caat and the show's artistic
director. "This will change peo-
ple's porapectivo on what hall-
room dancing {8.”

Created by Harloy Medealf,
promoter of Lord of the Dance,
the show not only takes audi-
ences on & journey }hm\‘xgh ﬁ""

o "

Some have ovon dubbed com.
potition-lovel ballroom “dance
sport.” Once more, there's a push
to bring ballroom compotition to
the Olympics.

“Most peopla think of ballroom
dancing and think of Lawrence
Welk and the bubble machine.
Balt: dancing today ia for all

world of
also puts n new spin on several
danco styles, “Wo tako a dance
like the cha cha che, nnd put tho
dancera in streot clothes and
Dock Martens, and thon the
nature of the danco starts to
change,” said Gilkison.

Likowise, tho show begina with .

a traditional rendition of the
waltz, “With the innocence
between men and women, the
man gently leading the woman,
and the woman never looking nt
the mon,” Gilkison said. “At tho
end of that, one of tho dancers
rips his tuxedo off ~ the man sort
of sheds off the mask of the old
ballroom to reveal the opposite of

a group of top-notck
professionals “pretty much doing
what they do best and just going
all out ... kind of like Riverdance
but with ballroom,” said Clark.

Traditions nnd new twista

that i »

A form evulving

The ahow's opening metaphor
ia an appropriate one, given ball-
room's recent growth and contin-
uing evolution.

That ball; dance is being

: pired by a crowd-pl
ballroom porformance at Elton
John's 50th-birthday party, Burn
The Floor approprintely akirts
the rules in favor of energotic
theatrieality, invention and indi-
viduality. .

“It's anything but about rules,”
said Jason Gilkisen, n member of

presented as theater for tho
stage ond public performance ia
evidenco of its transformation,

Moro importantly, technique
levels are higher than in years
past, and athleticism is playing o
significant rolo in today's ball-
room compctitions.

and working togother to express

thomsolves, and ballroom, by

definition, becomes frocatyle
ance.

And, partnorship ia perhaps
what makes Burn The Floor so
necessible to audionces, “The
audienco identifics with relation-
ships in their own life,” anid
Gilkison. "And, it's not just
happy all the time. Wo look at all
aspects of life”

Off the stage and in the dance
studio, partnership is a loarning
exporience, Noder sald of ball-
room’s appeal. While younger

N 1 ing th

ages, and it's enthusiastic and
very physical. It's really o now
goneration of dancing,” said
Clark,

Ballroom training hes alac
become much more sophisticat-
od, said Nader, who was tralned
at one of Detroit's first Arthur
Murroy dance studios in the late
*40g. Likewise, interprotation of
the form and specific styles has
become more of an art form, she
said. ‘

Eveon ballroom’s most basic
principle = man leading woman
g Tually und trana-

aro g the
form, they're also just learning
that “somcone has to lead and
someono haa to follow,” she said.
*1 ace thia all tho time ... a little
power play, ‘He can only bo as
good as I let him. Then, & give-
and-take, the considerationa in
life, tho respect in life, tho help-
ing of ench other”
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Physical
filrtations:

B Burn The
Floor, a
marathon of
ballroom
dancing,
churna out
lusty rendi-
tions of such
dances as
the tango,
samba and
rumba.

formation, Nnd’(’!l‘ added, recall-

.ing a recont clnsa in which a

young male student asked her
why he had to lead when his
pariner had better timing. *And,
that was true,” eaid Nader. *But
tradition says tho guys are sup-
posed to lead. T think it may be
whoever {a the atronger of tho
two that will be the leader”

Partnership

One thing that will never come
under siege in ballroom dancing
is partnership, *That's what ball-
room is about,” enid Gilkison.
Take away partnership, two
dancora engaged in a dialogue

bost frliend, Alyce. Sho was
alrendy planning the event
beiore we got off tho phone,”

Together, Miller and Fayo
enlisted the holp of other come-
dians to hoat an annual benefit
for Gilda’a Club. In 1897 theoo
Motor City Women of Comedy
enlisted the help of a fow good
men, too,

“Alyce had a real knack for
making everything an ovent, she
thrived on it,” said Miller. “She
made it a spectacular, elogant
event, Sho made it happen. Sho
was the ultimato hostess.”

Milier nlse commonted on
Faye's ability to motivate others.
“When Rosie O'Donnel! got her
own show, Alyce and I sent her
flowers to congratulato her. Tho
card that said ‘you go girl,’ we
signed it Motor City of Comedy.
Alyce kept in touch with Rosie,
and in 1998 when it was time to
begin planning our bonefit for
Gilda's Club, she asked Rosio to
make a d ion, From hi

being able to see her perform
becauso she was so talented. 1
wes fortunate to be ablo to visit
her when sho was sick, just to
help out. Even when she was
tired from tho tr ts aho

Knsle, ond sister and brotherin-
faw, Lisa and Gary Shiffman,
will serve as honorary chairper-
sona for Gilda's Big Night Out 11,
Tho event will foinuru a per-

fe Jeffrey

would think of somothing to say
to bring a smile to someone's
face. She wanted everyonse to feel
good.

“I'm so thankful they’ro doing
thin (giving her the award), She's
an insplration to me.”

Miller — who worka na a come-
dian throughout the Midwest,
including Ohio, and books come-
dians at various clubs and
venues — will be attending the
avent.

Algo being honored is the
memery of Linda Kozlowski, who
voluntoered her time to Gilda's
Club and the community before
dying of breast eancer in 1886,

“Linda’s mission waa to bring
tha neod for brenst cancer
awareness and education to tho

the show, Alyce learned that
Rosio had just lost a friend to
cancer. You can imagine her
oxcitement when Rosie sent a
check for $10,000.

“Alyce touched so many lives,
and her laughter lives on. 1 miss

April 24-28
Young Stargazers Sky Journey - 11:30am
Planet Alignment 2000 - 12:30 & 3pm
Laser Swing - 2 & 4pm T

ity’s attention,” said
Lester. Kozlowski’a miasion con-
tinues in a fund called “Women
Alive.” .

In: honoring her memory,
Kozlowopki's husband, Dr. Jay
Kozlowski, her mother, Evelyn

Special Weekday
Planetarium Programs

o by
Roses, a ailent auction, and a
strolling supper.

*Wa havo some lovely pieces of
Jewelry, car leascs, sporta memo-
rabilia, tickets to baseball games
- n wide varicty of exciting items
in different prico ranges,” said
Lester about the auction.”

Rosa has appeared on The Late
Show with David Letterman,
The Tonight Show with Jay
Leno, and Late Night with
Conan O'Brien, Comnedy Central
fana know Ross for his Friar's
Club Rot.ata and atand-up spe-
cials, Pulp Comics nnd Lounge
Lizards.

He ia currently writing and
appearing on Comedy Central's
The Man Show, and also stars in
the Showtime original film
Karaoke Knight. He will star in a
camep role in The Rocky & Bull.
winkle Movie, starring Robert
DeNiro and Renee Russo.

“Gilda’s Club is a special
place,” said Leater, *“We hope peo-
ple will support us.”
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StarE Nights.-

Fridays, 5-10pm
The Institute remains open_
astronomy and Lasera prograim;

. open until 10pm andtggl‘p"sﬁé
. PR RO

Eco-Week

April 24.30,11am-4pm : .

Celebrate Earth Day (April 22) and learn about different
ways you can do something good for the environment.
Cranbrook’s own unique setting is our laboratory for
learning about important environmental issues like
‘recycling and water quality. Activities take place both
outdoors and indoors, so dress appropriately. Free with
museum admission. ’

Weekend Plarf‘emdg‘n ;}m\%mgs, fg_a! Cd;:}visdon to the Planetarium is extra.
! A :
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