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Trinity House Theatre presents
Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie
Wieael's “The Trial of God” 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday
through Sunday, April 30. Trini-
ty Houxe Theatre is at 38840
Weat Six Mile Road in Livonia,
(immediately west of 1.275).
General admission $10; Sunday
matinecs $5. For tickets or more
information, call (734) 484.6302.

BY SUE SUCHYTA
SPECIAL WRITER

*“Tho Trial of God” is a trogic
farce that puta God on trial in
tho aftermath of a dovastating
pogrom that all but annihilated
o small Russian Jowish commu-
nity. -

Inspired by eventa during his
childhood in Auschwitz, Nobol
Peaco Prize winning author Elle
Wiesel has created a play whose
characters demand to know why
God allows innocent peoplo to
suffor at tho hands of thoir por.
sccutors. Wiesel insisted that
humor in his script be presorved
amidat the horror of the sur-
vivors' nccounts. As thoy hold
court against God, we find the
proaecution aubconsciously
defending God, instead of becom-
jng more vohemently opposed to

him.
In addition to presenting high
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‘Trial of God’ commands attention at Trinity House

quality community theater pro-
ductions, Trinity House has
;L)lc':igod to prosent works that it

yredralE siawes
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have been masaacred,
Hammoll's portrayal of Borish
i{s strong nnfl intense. His agony

are - *brave, 'y
and truthful.® In the midst of
othnlc cleansing atrocities
around the world daily, it
beeomes imporative that the hor-
ror ol'! such crimes ngainat

Mo moro p

than a sound bite on CNN, lest
wo becomo desensitized. Trinity
House nccomplishes this by
bringing this compelling atory to
its intense and intimate theator
sotting. Director Thomas Mal-
colm Oluon has assembled and
haned a atrong and talented
cast. e

Cast -

Mark Hammell of Lathrup Vil
lage portrays the embittored
innkeopor Borish, who, along
with his daughter Hannah, por-
trayed by Hannah Riddell of
Canton, are the only surviving
Jows aftor a brutal Pogrom in
their village. Berish strugglos
with grief and guilt, and mourns
silently over Hannoh's d

an with lifo's cruelty
is reflected in both his worda and
his actions — his bedy is a masa
of dofeated tonsion, and his
worda ring out with the finality
of bitternoss toward God and
man. Hia face is a fluid mask of
emotiona: anger, fruatration and
gullt.

Anossa Maortin of Redford
plays Marin, o lapsed Catholic
sorvant at the ond, with unro-
lonting intensity. She too carrics
a hoavy burden of anger and dis-
trust, aince she witnossed the
massacre of closo friends, but she
harbors her own acerot tragedy.
Tho physical defent of hor anger
and grief ia reflected in both her
faco and slumped body. Sho’
moves mechanically, without any
Jjoy, never allowing horsslf to
relax, Her faco shows tho ton-
alon and debilitation of one
always on guard and unable to
seok of rocolve solace. Martin
delivers her linea with forco and

us a trio as woll as in their indi-
vidual roles. Henry, the unoffi-
cial leader of tho band of playora,
exuded wisdom and pati

times, ostensibly to drink, but in
renlity to warn him of an emi-
nent nltnck' I{y_ an angry mob of

and becama the judge during the

trial of God. Martin, the
youngest and least patience of
the three, oxhibited the group’s
_:ollod.lvu anxictiea with his body

his own par

Dan Gumina of Redford is
intriguing and contradictory as
Sam, the mysterious stranger who
arrives to defend God. Sam
a?prnnehnl the defense unomo-

and exp: . How-
evor, his impaticnce disappenred
when Hannah's muddled recol-

lly, forcing the charactors
hg]dlnz_aod up md:;igment to
1 posith

loction of the Purim legend
called upon his chivalry and
patience, Art Colling, the third
of the trio, blonds well into the
camaradorie of the

up.
Hannah Riddell's portrayal of
lonally shattered and

and justify their anger. Gumina
in clover with a phrase, with well
placed inflections and impeceable
timing. His gazo is intenso and
startling, and ho effoctively

the
hyaically battered daughtor is
aunting and trancelike.
Though her madness limits her

character’a cognizance, she effec.

tively vents conveys Hannoh's
suppressed rage and sorrow
through her explosive grief for
Queen Esthor’s ordeal.

Guy Saydor of Livonin offoc-
tively portrays tho startling con-
flicts of the village pricst, Clum-

s d 1od

ed emotional state, Into thie set-
ting come three Purim Playors,
who nro aghast when they dis-
cover their hoart-wrenching
crror: they have come to a town
whare the intended colobranta

and roturning all verbal volleys
with intense ferocity.

Tho three Purim Players,
played by Paul Henry of Wost.
Iand, Scot Martin of Redford and
Art Colling of Livonin, are strong

aily anti-Somiti
his indoctrination, he is non-

shokes up the collection of
h ity gathered in the {nn.

Costumes

The costumea were mostly
suporb, from Maria's worn and
dirty yot provocative tavern
wench gown, to Hannah's inno-
cent white night gown. The
Purim Players' maska added an
approprinte flavar to the show,
providing much needed humor to
a tense play. However, while the
Purim players, Borish and the

priost seomed to be costumed
from compatiblo tims poriods,
Sam's modern turtlenack and
Alpine jucket seem out of place.

The set captured the clements
of a rough countryaide tavern
woll, but Trinity House's stain
glasa windowa should have boen
masked - what were they doing
in a Jowish tavern? And the
three cabarot stylo tables with
checkered cloths would have
been botter served by rough
woaden benches. And Maria
needs to alop sweeping into cor-
ners - got the poor girl o dust.
pan{ The modern grecn glassow
seomod out of place; mugs or
tankards, or ot lenst shot glasscs
might be more appropriate to
our conceptions of the era.

While it Is a long production,
nearly three hours with two
intermisalons, Trinity Housc's
presentation of *The Trial of
Gad" i an intense, well-actod
and thought-provoking drama,
and is a compelling cholce for
thoso who like to ba moved and
challenged by their theater expe-
rience.

the-less uncomfortablo with the
absolutea of the positions, and its
contradictiona of Christ'a exhor-
tationa to love anc’a neighbor.
He returna to Beriah thres

“The Pied Piper of Hamelin’ perfect family event

The Marquis Theatre, 135 E.
Main St., Northville, presents
*The Pied Piper of Hamelin® 2:30
p.m. Monday-Friday, April 24-28
and Saturday April 29 at 2:30
p.m. Tickets $7.50, call (248) 349.
8110, Please, no children under
age 3.

BY EMILY PRYSBY
SPECIAL WIUTER

Maybe, it is the mora) of the
story - “Parents, love your chil-
dren well and children, leam to
read and spell!® - that made this
o perfect family event, Or it could
ba the squeaks of the rats, which
brought a smile to everyonc's
face. It could be these and ro
many more things that make
“The Pied Piper of Hamelin,” now
playing at the Marquis Theatar in
Northvilie, a great spring evont
and a nice vacation treat for chil
dren and adults of all ages.

Hamelin, a myatical village
somowhare, has o problom with
an infestation of rats. Enter the
Picd Pipor. Through the magic of
his flute, ho promiscs to get rid
of the rats. When he doesn't get
paid for his work by tho mayor,
ho takes the children for pay-
ment,

So goes the atory, which, lucki-
1y, has a happy ending. In the
process, the audience is treated
to delightful musical presonta-
tiona,

Ken Haering, who plays the
Piper, leads the talented cast of
18 adults and children, ranging
in age from 8-15, with his atrong
voice. )

Three young acteesses do an
exceptional job nnd are believ-
able in male roles. Thoy are
Emily Moses, an cighth grade
atudent, and Ashloy Hernandez,
n soventh grader, both at Power

Middle School in Farmington;
and Lauren B tter, a fith

short, sweet, but complete. Tho
icals are never too lengthy.

grade student at Country Oaks
E

This is especially good for young

ry in C Town-
ship.

Another notoworthy performer
is Debbiec Lannen, who plays
“Mabol” and serves as the pro-
duction’s director. She sings
“Qreat Day” in a groat way that
gets a great response from tho
nudience. Onoe of the show-stop-
ping numbers, which especially
appeals to the youngstera in tho
audience, ia the dance and
aquenks of the rata to “Hall of
the Mountain King.”

In addition to the lively muaic,
the show is enhanced by simple
but belicvable scenery and cre-
ative and colorful costumes. One
of tho beat trademarks of Mar-
quis Theatre productions, which
is also found in “The Pied Piper
of Hamelin,” ia that thoy are

Another feature that appeals
to the youthful theatergoors ia
that audicnce participation is

ged. Audicnce bers
are Invited to join {n the ainging
and ore asked questions by the
cast. The cast also performs in
the aisles making the audience
truly a part of the production.

*Tho Pied Piper of Hamelin® is
till another of The Marquia The-
ntre's child-nppenling presenta-
tions intended to introduce
youngstera to the joy of live the-
ater, It is worthwhile entertain.
ment, like all the thenter's offer-
ings.

Emily Prysby is a junior at
Birmingham Grovea High School
in Beverly Hills.

TV p'rogram showcases a broad range of talent

As host of Detroit Public TV's
“Bnckstage Pass” serios, I'm
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BACKSTAGE
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often asked how
the performers
are selocted to
appear on the
program. The
truth ia that
thore is no con-
sistent formula
that is used. It
might be the
result of somo
scouting by our
music producer
Ron Pangbern or
the i
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addition to tremendoua talent,
cach had semething special to
offer.

Al Jarreau is coming off a hin.
tus from the recording industry
and has relensed a new album,
But mostly, he's Al Jarrenu, and
if you have a chance to beal him,
you taka it.

Robert Bradley'a Blackwater
Surprise was making a return
visit to the program after an
astonishingly auccessful year for
the Detroit-based rhythm-and-
blues band, We wore able to foa-
ture music from & new album

of one of our music segment
hoats, I've even been known to
campoign successfully for some
of my favorite artista. With so
many worthy bands and musi-
cinns to choose from, the final
decision i8 never casy.

Standouts
During the month of April,

“Backatage Pass” has featured®

in-studio performnnces by such
standouts ns Al Jarreau, Robert
Bradley's Blackwater Surprise
and Marshall Crenshaw. In

and also sh o group that
will be among the headliners at
the Detroit Music Awards.

The Marshall Crenshaw
appearance, which you can atill
catch on Detroit Public TV 5:30
p.m. Thursday; or 1 a.m. Friday,
was special to mo for severa! rea-
sons. His music is outstanding,
of course, It was an important
acknowledgment of a gifted,
homegrown artist, who con-
tributed much to the national
muaic scene at a time whon
there wore few performera
emerging from Detroit, What

made it especially memorable
was the purpose for the Berkloy
High grad's return to our area:
Marshall Crenshaw waa the top
name on the marquee for the
Stewart Francke Leukemin
Foundation benefit concert at
the Royal Oak Music Theatre,

Local bands

Although we've featured big
names in jazz {Jarrenu), blues
(Bradley), and pop/ rock (Cren-
shaw), lesser-known local bands
also had an opportunity this
month. Perhaps you caught the
outrageous performance by
Stunning Amazon last week or
are leoking forward to the Atom-
ic Numbers this Sundny at 7:30

pm.

Maybe the classical piano play-
ing of Joc! Hastings presented
this week or the classicnl guitar
and flute of the Denring Concert
Duo on this Sundny's show is
more to your taste.

The criteria for selecting the
music porformers for Detroit
Public TV's “Backslage Pass™ 1
don't know whore it ends, but it

starts with talent and diversity. -

Celebrate
With
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BUDDY’S...

Voted ¢1 Pizza In Metro Detrolt!
Call us about,..
» Party Reservations
« Carry-out Party Trays
« All-you-can-eat Party Packages
www.buddyspizza.com
tor special deals!

33605 P!

“We're Your Pizsa
Livonia
outh Ad. » Just W. ol Farmingt

Party Place!”
* 734°201°3550
on Rd.

Let us know what you'd like ta
sce by checking out our Web site
nt www, backstagepass. org

thfee

the original brat pack

.Flw rovhiion

ROMAC CXAPOELL L5 TR CISAA MMT L) TASTIAR THRS MMASNT £ TURYORY LS LW &3 LAMKY'

- Three
. - Performances

_Detroit & Windsor Arca!

Rescrve Your
Scat Today!

Malambo and Bol.eadoras
“The Obsession!”

¥ 12 Dancers plus Musicians on Stage

_ Friday, Aprl 260 - 8 PM to 10FM

Eastern Michigan Unlversity, Ypsi
Phone (734) 487-2282

Q Admisslon:.$40

Students w/1D $25

www,lickets.com

"'Saturday, April 29th - 7 PM to 9 PM '

Royal Oak Music Theatre, Roya! Oak
1.1 $30

O Admisslon: $40

V.,

Ticket Master (248) 645-6666
RoyalOakTheatre.com or purchasc at theatre

~Sunday, Aprit 30th - 3 PM to 5PM

apitol Theatre and Arts Center

Windsor

Q Admission: $40 US (380 Ca)
“V.L.P. Includes Afterglow

($30 US) ($70 Ca}
Ticket Office:
(519) 253.7729

- Fos moee Into call -
Armgentine Tango Club




