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y all accounts, Ken Rekicl and Todd
Davis, owners of Red Crown Body Art at
12 Mile and Orchnrd Lnko Road, will be
~responsiblo and i owners
“and community partners.

The idea of a tattoo parlor undoubtedly
may mako some residents and local govern-
ment officials nervous. After all, tattoos nnd
those sporting them in some cases have creat-
ed a certain stercotype, especially to thoso
‘who wouldn't be caught dead covered in body

art.

But Rekiel and Davis have taken steps not
only to nssungo people’s fears, but they fully
intend to operate an upacale busineas that
caters safoly to adults,

For examplo, thoy have decided to close an

. hour earlicr than allowed in their lease -~ 9

p.m. instead of 10 p.m. - 8o the business is
closed before pizza and sub shops in the same
mall close. Rekiel and Davis are determined
_-that their shop will not be a hangout for teens.

Keeping young people in mind, the owners

~ also will not provide services to anyone under
18, even with a pumnt s permlsswn. State

body art busi from
tattooing nnyono under 18, or 18- and 17-year-
«olds with parents consent, Davis and Rekiel
any they are committed to their own rules.
Anyone who cannot prove their age won't be
,allowed insido Red Crown Body Art.

*"" Rokiel and Davis lso must be credited for
supporting cuunty attempts to regulate body
‘art and picrcing parlors, “I'm all for that,”
Rekiel said. “I would love to see them impose
somo restrictions, I think everyone should be
doing it right."

A resolution that offers rules to be enforced
by the public health department was uccoplod

Entreprenelirs
Give tattoo parlor a chance

BTAPY PILOTS RY DILL DRAESLIR
Ken Rekiel is one of the owners of Red
Crown Tattoo.

healthy, clean shop and to cater to adults, not
children, or the teen whe wants to sport a tat.
too because it is the thing o do,

Rekiel and Davis want their buginess to be

ful, not just fi ially, but to be

accepted within the business and socinl com-
munity. You don't have that unless you are
upfront nnd ubovu board and offer a sophisti
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Distasteful

Your selection of a featured front page story
on Eaater Sunday was distosteful and a
disgrace. How could you possibly choose what
was nothing more than a free ndvertisement
for a tattoo parlor to run as a front pago story
on any day, lot alone on one of the most holy
Christian duys of the year.
Ot

by the Oakiand County Board of C i

.ors during a public hmmng on the issue. The

" resolution, howover, is in the process of rovi
sion based on what commissioners heard at
the hearing. It ia expected to como before com-
missioners for final approval in early May.

© With thu rise in popularity of both umnolng

_+and body the county

.would bu wme to ‘establish mgu]utmnn that
“cover ) safety and cleanli ~all
designed to protect

Licensing and regulations — enforced by the
‘county government — would go a long way in
weeding out the fly-by-night operators and
those who tattoo customors in their homes,
cars or elsewhere,

The need for safoty and cleanliness, as well
as concern for teens, is parnmount for legiti-
mate body art businesses, Rekiel and Davis
have shown their interest in maintaining a

cated envir

Additionally, thu new v.-ntrcpmneurs are
clear that they have and will enforce policies
for loitering and business hours and fatend to
uso a security camera for safety.

While both owners promisc they will do
their part, pareats who don’t want their chil-
dren to como home with a tattoo have to do
their part.

Davis and Rekiel with any luck will succeed
in creating a new imago for body art, all with-
in a shop that provides a healthy service to
adults, i

‘The community should give the Red Crown
Body Art shop a chance. I you don't want a
tattoo, don’t get one. If you do, it will clearly
be done by experienced artiats who alse don't
mind being regulated, and in fact, want regu-
Iation. What more can you ask?

M ot of us havo already forgotten about
6-year-old Kayla Rolland.

Her face, now hidden by tho cover of
a casket, docan’t grace the pages of every
newspaper in the country any more. Kayla's
15 minutes of fame have como and gone, and
in a year, most of us will be hard prcaacd to
remember her name.

Tha child who died at the hands of a class-
mate will nover be forgotton by those who
loved her. For the rest of us, she'll bo romem-
bored as the child whose death inspired a
national debato over gun safety and trigger
locks,

Experta will endleasly debato whether a *
law requiring tho devicea would have saved
Kaoyla's life. The gun that killed her had boen
hidden in a erack house, not a place where
folka pay a great deal of attention to gun safo-
ty. But that doesn't mean trigger Iocks don't.
save lives,

In Arizona, a 1988 study of 840 chlld fatali-
ties found that guns left unlocked by adulta
werg, as in past years, the most common
weapon used in child homicides and suictdes,
A roport filed by the Arizena Child Fatality
Review Team, a volunteer organization, rac-
ommended trigger locks as o means of pre- -
venting thoso deaths,

Though its Tusi
« and leta face it, what “facts” about gun con-
trol aren’t? — a 1897 study conducted by the
Harborviow Injury Prevention and Rescarch
Center in Scattle cxamined tho results of laws
in 12 states that impose criminal penalties on
gun owners who have failed to take measures
that would keep kids from being hurt by

firearma. . .

‘The researchers found accidental deaths
among children under age 15 were almoat 25
, percent lower than expected, Whilo ovorall

3 luﬂndu t'ur accidentnl gun donthu were Iuwcr

have been di d .

Trigger-lock program good move

H Even when it's properly stored, a
gun can fall Into the hands of a
determined child. Adding a trigger
lock provides another layer of pro-
tection, another chance to prevent
an accldental or purposeful dis-
charge.

nationwide during that timo peried, cortainly
it makes acnse to assume at least one trigger
lock has saved one child'a life, somewhero
down the line.

That'a why we applaud the Farmington
Hills Polico Department's now triggor-lock
givoaway program, This I8 just tho kind of
community whore those devices will do lho
most good.”

Crime lsn't rnmpnnt hore and people fcol
safe walking tho streots, When peoplo buy
guns, it’s pmbnbly not to carry them concealed
for puraonnl ‘protoction. Those who aron't hob-
bylats or hunters aro probably keeping d gun
in tho house to dofond Lhomsolvns in thu event

: ofn break-in,

+ .Even when it’s p-rnporly awrcd a gun can

 fall into tho hiands of n dotormined child.

Adding a trigger lock provides unothvr layerof '
protoction, another chance to provent an accl-
dental or purposeful discharge,

This community should bo proud of the
Hills Polico Dopartment’s leadorship in cstab-

lishing thia program, which is supported with -

drug forfoiture funds. If makes perfect sonse
to uso tho 1ll-gotten galns from illicit drugs —
from an environment that ulhmntuly led to -

| Koyla Rollnnd'u death - to pay for daviccs that
cotitd mnko this community safer for childron,

.Muybe lt_buluncevs‘thu bhooka a little,

" hopes rose when Mr. Brickner added his voice.

at tho Observer
thought thia to be more important or news-
worthy than the Jewish celebration of
Passover on the prior Thursday or the Christ-

_ian celebration of Easter. Then again, per-
haps you felt your readers would be more
attracted to the full color phatograph that
accompanied the articlo than thoy would have
been by a picture of a local synagogue or
church. If so, the Observer haa sunk to new
depths of journalistic insensitivity.

Tom DoWard
Farmington Hilla
Unfalr assessment '
he Farmington Observer's editorial on

Thursday, April 13, hit tha nail on l.hn

‘over 30 years.

but aro all in support of this being & mainte.
nance isauo, paid for by tho city.

Finally, wo appreciate the fine job that the
city docs on rond grading, snow removal and
the opplications of sand on jcy roads in the
winter, al! considered part of road mainte.
nance. Wo;unt dnn t underatand why four

of ide over a six
month or more alrcuh of summer weather is
labeled an improvement. Will road grading
become the next improvement? As Ms. Bar-
nott so tly pointed out, mai is
something that nendu to be done over and
aver, improvements do not. Calcium chloride
applications last for only a few daeys, four of
them over tho summer is no improvement.
Believe me, I've lived on an unpaved road for

This {asue will come up every year until it
is resolved fairly. Maybe next year we will do
better, Thank you again for your continued
support.

Ireno Kernicky
Farmington Hills

Good advice
reh\lt Melody Joske'a letter berating the

hend, stating that maintai city
should be part of what Farmington Hills oﬁ'om
its taxpayers, including those who live on

. gravel roads, approximately 22 miles of them.
Speaking for those residents, I am most grate-
ful to the Observer for their support, both this
year and last, also to reporter Joni Hubred for
her excellont article on this topic in the same
jssua,

Mayor Bates, Councilmembers Barnett and
Brickner were most supportive in calling this
an unfair assesament at the public hearing on
dust control d tion and cost heari
held at City Hall on Monday, April 10. Over
the years, both Mrs, Batea and Ms. Barnott
have cloquently pleaded our causo and our

Huwuver. the vote was 4-3 to continuc this
ly i d As

at the hearing, it's not the cost, nvaryone

agreos on this fact, it is tho principlo.

* Thanks too, for tlw uupport of Councll of

H ions’ now presi Mr.

Ed Spring, who was the first speukor at the

April 10 public hearing. Ho reminded councit

‘lsten to the car radio, or overhear conversa-

Public Schools for their deci-
sion to Inform her fifth grader about the shoot-
ing in Fiint, ono might ask, is she living in the
samo world as the reat of ua?

" Ifhor fifth grader doesn't watch television,

tions, chances aro good that her achoolmates
do. And she decided not to tell her fifth grader
about the shooting! ’

The achool district has a duty to educate
our children. Part of the educational process
requires students to become aware of the
world around them.

1am also the parent of a fifth grader who
attends the Farmington Public Schools, My
child is secure, well-ndjusted, loves school, and
(gasp!) ind dently reads the
‘When tho schools adviao the atudcnta to toll
an adult if they know of anybody who has a
gun, they aro ndvising thoso students to bo
aware of their surroundings and keep their
oyes open. This sounds like good ndvico to me.

Sara Ventura .
Farmington Hiils

members that COHA is made of many i
tions, most of whom reside on paved roads,
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hc ider th

independent from the stories and it
ional and then dashing off to cover

s they cover,

R

ping in to write the unusual or
else. We regard ourselies a2 both accurate

Journalists and as caring citizens of the communi

ties where we work,”
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— Philip Power




