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POINTS OF VIEW

Telecommunications: Open up to free market

ow much do you pay for tolo-
phone eervice? For cable TV?
For your ccll phone? For

providers when thoy believe “incum-
bent companics” — meaning
Ameritech nnd G’[‘E hnve engaged

modem tinns for your put

in anti

er?

. Ifyour houschold is anything like
mine, thess bills add up to a big piece
of change each month,

. Michigan law has a lot ta do with
the cost and quality of telecommuni-
¢ations services, The current law,
which governs all phone companies in
tho state, was passed in 1995 and
qxpirea at the end of the year. A big
fight is already under way in Lansing
dbout how best to write the now law,

. Everybody says they want the
same thing: better consumer protec-
tlon, better servico, more competition,
more innovation, rensonable rates,
The argument is how best todo it,

. Rep. Marc Shulman, R-West
Bloomficld, proposes to restore some
authority to the stato Public Service
e iasion to late tolanh

Shulman argues that the net effect
of the 1095 telecommunications law
was to usher in an essentially unregu-
lated monopoly to tho big phone com-
panies, He says the law allowed exist.
ing phone companics to keep competi-
tors out whilo charging customers
:’ﬁ: prices disguised by confusing

Thore is little doubt there's virtual-
ly no competition in Michigan for
local phone scrvice. And, despite
detailed deninla from Ameritech, most
evidence suggesta phono rates hero
are relatively high,

The Michigan Alliance for Competi-
tive Telecommunications (an alliance
of phone companies trying to
entry into tho Michigan market) says
the cost for base phone service in

and other telecommunications ser-
vices, His House Bill 4804 would give
the PSC the power to hear complainta
from competing local service

Michigan is $10.77 per month, higher
than any other Great Lakes state. By
another estimate, phone users here
pay overall $250 million more per

petitive markot. A Small Business
Alliance of Michigan eurvey of mem-
bers found that high phona rates are
tho biggest obstaclo ta buainess
growth in Michigan,

State Sen, Mat Dunnskiu Ranka

llowing the 1995 act to
lnpw ot l.hn und aft.ho year without a
successor would leave the hlz phnne

might be for Rep. Shulman and his
Internet Caucus to read the report of
the Michigan Infe -y

jes with an C insi iuuednmplcofye«n

monopoly. Rep. Shulman says hear- ago. I served on that group, which
ings will have to start within two concluded that Michigan had a big
weeks in order to got legislation future in information tochnology, but
moved by the time the Legislature that much needs to be done to bring
quita for the summar. our telecommunications infrastruc-

Shulman is also trying te start an ture up to snufl.
“Intornet Caucua” in the legislature. The Legislature needs to frame the

In n notice faxed around to members
of the House and Senatae, he pointed
out, “Michigan has always been in the
forefront of technology. However, to
remain there, it is essential for us to

Orion, takes the
His Senate Bill 1193 slmply rapenla
the 1895 telecommunications act, so
08 to provide the Legislature witha

debate in terms of how beat to achiove
an ult.ruJuL. rel.mbla, Juta-of r.he-m

rather than engage in ideological
argumenta about regulatory philoso-

understand the innovations in the phy. Oncoe this is done, it should not

hanging of tha technological land. be difficult, even for the Legialature,
scape.” to realize that the best way to do this
Shulmmadnndnghl.lf"' hi is by opening the Michigan market to

isto nlny anywhem near the

ition rather than hobbli

of the I 1 mem-

“new starting point” before d i
ing what regulations are in fact need-
ed. While Ameritech npokesmnu Miko
Barnhart says this

to a “zero-based nppnmch to regula-
tion,” critics charge that ropealing the
1895 act would simply let Ameritech

bers of the Legislature must inform
themselvea about what'a going on in
this very rapidly changing world.
More than that, they need to be pre-
pared to act as a bipartisan group to
enact sensible leginlation.

along with unregulated monopolies,
Phil Power is chairman of Home-
Town Communications Network Inc.,
the company that owns this newspa-
per. He welcomes your comments,

ext. 1880, or by e-mail at

Frlghtenlng thought

en is the tido gnlng to turn?
‘When are we all going to begin
to take responsibility for our actions
and teach that responaibility to our
children?

* This morning a woman driving a
uubuumual family-style Chrysler
mini-van ran down our mailbox, sus-
taining damage to her vehicle, She
stopped her van, surveyed her dented
fender and drove on. She did not
nttompt to make contact with either
of the homes whoso mailboxea she had
knocked to the ground. She did not
Ipave her name and phone number in
ano of the boxes. She just went on
with her life,

. Alittle over 24 hours agoon a
streot in Detroit o woman returning
hore from a wake waa run down just
1iko our mailbex. No ono stopped. No
one took responsibility, Whoovar

Send in your yea

either by voice mail at (734) 953.2047, |

year than they would in a freely com-  hoino +0 dominate the market. this case, a good starting point  ppower@homecomm.net
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
killed this woman just went on with violations of tho *Gun-Free School becomo part of the “American Beauty”  trying not to surrender these .
his or her lifo. Zones Act” {federal law), under 10 that wa all love and respect. weapons. On Friday, July 14, 1867,1
If we do not learn to take responsi: jons have Ited of the Eevin M. Scane wunwmmnfanumedmbbuy
bility for mailboxes, how are we going  mugh publicized violations of the Farmi which the put the gun to
o learn to tako responaibility for the  “Brady” and “Instant Check” acta, my head. This incident was a total
lives of those around us? Where does  Perhaps Ma. Kambouris could ask the surprise. My back was turned, three -
it start? honorable Car! Levin why so fow pros- What you know armed robbers invaded the saloon and |
ns e S el o 0P g s oo o llowing e S0pple vinpmed b
. “Guns, guns and ignorant people .
O (e et ST sl
” (at m; glisc{or!l.lst'm) is not infringed b thelr ignorance” one customer was .ahat in th';pe :
i — urchyuo limits, This is hard u;"anly- A recont letter from a Farmington ) 30005 "He wanted to display his  *
ruw and impossl'hln to digest. ?;ﬁ;ﬂ?&:“ﬁmg:;?:x hubris, H.e paid the price.
Imposslble to d'gest 1 do find much common ground ot quickly defend themselves The mora! of the story is if you

find it highly inventive on Ma, Kam-
baurin' purt, to talk of her belief: of

when she speaks of *No-Nonsense™
enforcement of the law. Within New
York City and Richmond, Va.,

ibility and
nbxhty" on one hand, and then declare
additional government intervention
{*laws"} is the remedy to juvenile gun
violence.
Consider of the moro than 6,000

and. recelve a money-saumg

can use in places like these

; peymen! for the year.
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of existing law has
caused major reductions in violeat
and gun-related crime,

‘While participating at this march,
perhaps these questions and topics
will be discussed, This could also

from Intruders.” My opinion is that he
speaks through years of watching
John Wayne movies — a faker and
charlatan - just like Mr, Heston. I
was a 19-yenr-old combat pmtmoper
in World War I,

1 own two hxmdgu.na that once
belonged to two young men who died

travel to Mackinac Island please feel
free to discuss the manure. But unless’
one does actually experience viclence,
blood, guns, bullets and death pleass :
keep your anti-Clinton (Republican)

rhetoric only to matters of which yon |
have experience, :

Richard 'l’.vKrnndlez
Farmington Hills:
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