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author. But instead, the girl was
Bicked to ba part of tho audience.

Eager participants
2 The studesta in tho “audience”
..~ - fould have to provide questiona
fo ask the “author,” Bonglinn
¢xplained. All the questions had
bo based on the book thoy just
finished.
~ Agaln, Lisa raised her hand,
She had a question to ask.
7 That kind of ne-big-deal par-
gicipation by SXI students in
sther classrooms is what the pro-
xram is all about.
7 "Wo don't even call it main.
$treaming,” snid Underys, in hia
30th yoar of teaching tha pro-
at Graco and recently hon-
ored as Farmington Public
Schoels’ Elementary School
Teacher of the Year. “Wo think
¢f it as inclusion. We feel wa are
part of the mainstream. Qur goal
18 to have kids fecl they'ro part
6f the room and not just visit-

g,

¢ The program includes young-
rs from several achool dia-
icts, who share per-pupil costa
with tho state, Underys said.
SXI studenta attend genoral edu-
¢ation classrooms in tho morning
gnd then pasticipate in physical,
h and occupational therapy

Esmons during the afternoon.
% There aleo are regular field
rips, such as a recont junket'to

=
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H ‘it’s about not belng

: afrald of children with

speclal needs. A lot of
times In the shopping
malls, the grocery
stores, aduits some-
times aro afrald to got
close to the child.’

Lisa Tocco

~—Paraprofessional

meore than one physical impair-
mont) are welcomed as part of
the group. Not only do gencral
education students learn to not
form sterootypes, learning
becomes casior for the impaired
kids, who have some hurdles to

- clear relax and start to feel bot-

tor about themseolves, Underys
said.

Underys valucs the way
youngsters with a wide varicty of
physical;and mental neceds
progress bocause of that
opproach. He can't help but hold
back . whon ‘talking about
Jonathan.

*“Jonathan wasn't talking a
couple years ago when he cameo
here,* Underys said, *“Now, he's
telling jokes, He enme out of hia
shell” -

's class-

Country Lanes in Farmingt
Hills for ramp bowling,
> The SXI students (who have
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room, noea nothing but good:

things coming out of the inclu.

sion model.

“It's good for the other kids
and good for our (SXI) kida,”
Hildinger said. *And Jonathan,
.. he's ready, He's doing the
math just liko tho regular kids
are, and he gets a lot of soclaliza-
tion with the other kids.” .

Unique program

Besides  Benglian  and
Hildinger, helping Underys are
classroom paraprofessionals
Shatha Fatoohi and Lisa Tocco,

*I've been here five months,”
Fatoohi eaid, “And this is the
first time I've secn a program
like thia.

“Wa take tho kids to regular
classrooms and they learn a lot
from other kids, feel part of the
regular classrooms. Thoy sce a
lot, they learn a lot.”

Toceo gaid the inclusion pro-
gram e not just Underya’ mis-
sion, it has become that of tho
ontire school. Without mintmiz-
ing the social and acadomic
progress mode by SXT atudents,
she scea a benefit to socioty.

“It's about not being afrald of
children with special needs,”

. Tocco said. "A lot of times in the

shopping malls, the grocery
stores, adults sometimos are

_ afraid to get close to the child.”

Taachers Donise Gundle-
White and Fay Stone agreed

Linda Hildinger, o X1 para- . that programs such as the one at
rosatonal In Jonat}

William Grace will stretch the
fabric of acceptance,
“I just find that once the kids

engine * Power

Get ready: Helen Currie (at left) from the American Legion Auxiliary helps 9-year
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old Stephen Das prepare to bowl. Also assisting Stephen are his mom, Carolyn, and
S-year-old brother, Michael.

look nt the (SXI) child as a per-
son, that's where the relation.
ship ‘starts,” said Gundle-White,
a third.grade teacher.,

Stone, wheo toaches fourth
grado, is optimistic that when
today's elomentary school stu-
dents ore adults, they will lead &
world where “everybody is valu.
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able, everybody has a place and
has something to contribute.
What we're doing here is recog.
nlzing the strengths and dealing
with tho wenknesses, and work-
ing as a team.”

That team includes SXI atu-
dents. It doesn't matter whether
they use wheelchairs. When they
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make their way down the hall-
ways at William Grace, they
exchange hellos with their new
friends and teachers,

“I've seen growth,” said Under-
ys, probably not limiting that
statement to the progress made
by his eight special kida.
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