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Preparation: Stella Murphy spaons broccoli into trays.

- Diamond award winner

BY MARY RODRIQUE
HTAYY WrrTEn

Bhe's 87 years old but doesn’t
look o day over 70.

Stella Mur-
phy, Diamond
Award winner
aslected by
the Parming-
ton Area Com-
mission on
Aging, was
honored at o
Volunteor
Recognition Luncheon Tucsday
sponsorced by the city of Farm-
ington Hills Sonizré\dult divi-

bounce in her step.”
She received a plaque from
i on Aging chai
John Washburn. Her name will
also be added to permanent
plagues to hang in the Costick
Center as wel! as both Farming-

Bouthfield, who also volunteers
at the Benior Certer, noted that
*Stelln dances overy week in the
line dancing hers. She has
boundless energy.”
Mary DiManneo, sonior adult
div\hicn supervisor, sald 6800

ton and Far Hills city in the "are
halls. The Diomond Award is  what makes this so successful. A
given lly to the vol lot of our wouldn't run

75 years of age or older who is
still actively v:llunluorlnx in the

if it wasn't for you,” she said to
the 300 or 0 vn!unteeul who
o Hived

it be with

, wh
tho schools, church, senlors or
eany other organization.
Murphy's daughter, Sharon
Chu;ﬂmk‘y of Brighton, and

, Denise Spotts of

sian and 1
Care.

Murphy apends four or five
days a weck at the Costick
Activities Conter whore shn
packs meals for Meala on
Whoels, sorves meals in tho
noontime program, groots
soniors and counts the lunch
proceeda, Sho has been perform-
ing these tneks for 26 years,
ever since she retired from the
J. L. Hudson Co, where she
worked as a sales clerk and
supervisor. And she hasn't lot
cancer, a hip replacement or
knee replacement surgery put
her out of commission.

“Stelln §» the cxcoption to
Murphy's Law - when shoe is
around, overything goes right,”
read the nominating letter sub-
mitted by the Hills Senfor Adult
division staff, She is ane of the
most cherished volunteers, and
at 87 she maintains this sched-
ule with a jounty emile and a
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Lake Orion, were there for the
ceremony. She has three other
granddaughtera, Jackie, Linda
and Kelly, who live out of atate,
Hor friend Arley Rolph of

unch
at the Coatick Center.

She noted that last year
82,184 meala were served. That
saved the city $47,000. Drivers
alons for the Meals on Wheels
program logged 6,806 hours of
driving, which would've cost the
city $37,987 at minimum wage.
Packers put in 1,320 hours, for a
savings of $7,260.

At 87, she marks 25 years as a volunteer

ynote speaker Don Johnson
stressed “Volunteers are tho
torches of the world, the cream
of the crop. Volunteers carry the
seod of hope.”
This year’s theme was “Volun-
teors ~ plant the seeds of suc.

ceas.

Also pominated for the Dia-
mond Award were Elaine
Rousseau, 77, active in the
Women of North Farmington for
34 years, and a volunteer for
Life Care Ministries; Virginia
Starr, 77, who works with first-
graders at Forest Elomentary;
Robert Jogers, a volunteer tutor
at Lopgacre Elementary; and
Marguerite , 83, sctive in
section 36 Homeowners group,
the South Onkland Bhelter, and
active at her church, St. Alexan-
ders.

nice Szy-
manski.

Applause:
Stella Mur-
phy is
touched by
the tribute
read about
her by John
Washburn,
Commission
on Aging
chairman,
He present-
ed her with

unteering at
the Farm-
ington Hills

All smiles: Stella Murphy (center) with Linda Murphy,
senior adult specialist, and Mary DiManno, senior
adult supervisor at the volunteer recognition luncheon.

Commission
benefits seniors

The Farmington area Commis-
slon on Aging was catablished in
1977 to represent seniorn of both
Farmington and Farmington

ills.

It's made up of threo members
from Farmington and eight
members from Farmington Hills,
appointed by reapective city
councils to three-year terms.

Charged with the responaibili-
ty of identifying the needs of
older ndults; advising city coun-
cils ns to programs and services
which would be beneficial; dis.
seminating information as to the
services and programs available.

The commission meets the
fourth Tueaday of the month at
7:30 p.m. The first three months
of the year at Farmington City
Hall, the balance at the Costick
Center. Mectings are open and
input from seniora ia welcome.

Accarding to Hall, it’s like one big happy family.

“We're all so excited about the award,” said Hall. “Good choral is

Service award

from page Bl

“The chorus experienco really did change my life,” she said. Com-
ing to Farmington Hills ns the mother of three young sons, the cho-
rus gave her o much needed creative outlet.

“My hushand was happy for me to leave because I always came

really good art.

210 (88 for
seniors and

helm for eight years ond now directs the Livonia chorus, and Donald
Strombers, who followed as director for two years, are coming back
to be a part of the 20th anniversary show.

For the past decade, Steven SeGraves, who directs musical groups
at Schooleraft College, has served aa director of the Farmington cho-
rus,

Susan Carr, a chorus co-founder, has served as the group's accom-
panist since 1880. Six years ago, Garr wos honored as the FAAC's
Distinguished Service to the Arts winner. She s tho music director
at 8t. Alphonsus Church in Dearborn and haa served as choir accom-
panist for the Farmington, Livonia and Royal Oak schoal districts,

The chorua was blished under the hip of the Farming-
ton Hills Parks and Recreation Department. Every Tuesday night
during the school yoar, the chorus practices at the Costick Activities
Centor.

MS-WALK

presented by@

home emiling,” she said,

“It's truly o lobor of love. The people have so much fun. On atnge,
magic happena,”

For the anniversary show, her son, Brad, will recreate the ‘Big
Spender’ number he performed with Melissa Patterson several years
ago when they were pro-teena, Melissa is the daughter of Randy Pat-
terson, who with Maria Kruse “are twe of the hardest working cho-
rus members - tho chorcographers,” said Hall.

So much 80 are the chorus members like family that Angie Nelor,
a singer who maved back to her native England when her huaband
was reassigned by Ford Motor Co., is coming to Farmington Hills
with hueband, Arnio, just for the anniversary show. +48331. Or call

When Susan Garr's doughter, Melissa, waa comntose two years (248)  788.
ngo fallowing a freak acci the chorus dedi d a hing Her- 8332 for more
itage Park concert to her. Mellssa, who made n remarkable recovery, information.
now takes volce lessons and sings with the chorus.

students} by
sending a
check payable
to Farmington
Community
Chorus and
an SASE to
Dixie Doerr,
30404 Hanley
Ct., Farming.
ton Hills, MI

Take comfortinthis elegant community that
offers the uitimate In Independent living. Choose from

Take a step in the right
direction, register for

the Walk near you!
Call 800/247-7382 for

details or register online

at www.nmssmi.orgl

Thete are

ey

one or two-bedroom luxury apartments with kitchens

4 w'“:h'"'" and patios ot balconles, Enjoy our fitness center, halr
“’“”l nd. ding: salon, activities, transportation and more. We offer every-
:‘:“'w:' ng: thing you need to live In style with extras such as pre-
llr:‘nln ham pared meals, housckeeping and laundry. Just minutes
Deart o away from shopplng, dining, golf and other pleasures. Call
Datrolt (Balle Iste) today for more information about our exclting new com-
Grosse Painte n)unlty or visit our website at www.waltonwood.com.
Warren www.waltonwood.com.

Tickets to “It's a Grand Night for Singing" may be purchased for

MALTIVLE SCLEROSIS May 6 & 7,2000 : —N—
! SocieT WALTONWGDD
"-—\ 3 K7
. Redefining Retirement Living
Michigan Chapter, Inc. N . P
Experience the pleasure of independent living
THE W ; e i Waltonwood at Twelve Oaks
Visit our new center at:
27475 Huron Clrcle
(248) 735-1500

adjacent to Tweive Oaks Malt

Waltonwood communities offer
the finest In Independent living
and assisted living. Cali today
for a personal tour:

Rochaster Hills (248) 375-2500
3250 Walton Bivd,

Royal Ock (248) 549-6400
3450 W.Thirteen Mile Rd.
Canton (734) 844-3060

2000 N.Canton Center Rd,
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