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He wants the world to know about his loving Jo.

Author: Ken Roberts with his memoir.

It may not make the New York
Times best-soller list or be
tabbed as future movio material,
but that waan't the aim of Ken
Roberts when he self-published
his book, Rgmlmbtr My Ja.

to know about my book and
about Jo,” he said, during on
interview dominated by anec-
dotes about his beloved, items
chronicled in his 323-page paper-
back. The book sells for $20 ot
Barnes & Noble in Bloomfield
and through the com-

The Bl hip resi-
dent had one intention: to tell
the world what a loving person
his late wife, Jo, was and how
much that love meant to him.

And it was with that tunnel
vizion that he set out to tell any-
one the story —actually, count.
less short storics and pooms -
pouring out hia soul in 113 short
chapters.

Determincd effort

He waa determined to put his
thoughts on paper and in book
form, even to the point of going
to a quickie print shop to make
copies of his typeset book pages,
a method gusranteed to cost a
mint and deliver very few copics.

Eventually he got some sound
advice and wound up finding a
company willing to print his
boak. Although he only has had
1,000 copics printed so0 far and
has spent $30,000, he has mailed
gome copiea to celebritiea and is
hoping somchow the project will
soar higher than the P-39 Aira.
cobra fighter planes he piloted in
the South Pacific in World War
L

The City of Farmington Hills
senior adult division announces
upcoming activities.

Book dlscussion group: Join
friends and neighbors for lively,
informal book discussiona on the
first Thursday of each month at
1 p.m. at the Pnrmlngtnn Hills

ner. Tho June 1 book is “Pope
Joan"” by Donnn Woolfolk Cross.
Festival of the Arts Senior
Day: Once again, the festival of
the arts will offer a complimen-
tary senior day, “Scniors Cele-
brate the Arts,” on Friday, May
5. The day lncludns prizes, a

Senior Center, Paperback copies
will be available in advance for
check-out. Fee is 50 cents for res-
idents, $1 for non-residents per
session. May 4 book is “The
Spectator Bird” by Wallace Steg-

unt, to a big
band jazz bund lunch and a
variety show/concert by Ham-
mell Music. Pre-registration is
in the

necessary.
Glory Flower:

‘Whether it's a back door spot or
a meandow, city naturalist Joe
Derck shows how to landscape
with glorious wildflowers, Catch
spring fever on Tuesdny, May 9,
at 10:30 a.m, Pre-registration is
nece . 2.

What's in 8 name? May 23
ot 1 p.m. take a look at Detroit's
by-gone days with Mary Ellen
Busch of the Detroit Historical
Society and Museum. In a pleas-
antly gosaipy fashion, “What's in
o name?” talka about the people

pany’s website: (http//shop.bar.
nesandnoble.com/boo) and also
on the wobsite of the Jenkins
Group, Inc. of Traverse City
(hitp/iwww.bigbookbuys.com/act
an).

Ho is also trying to get a com-
pnny to produce the book on

Robem synopsis of the book
on the Barnes & Noble site says
"Jo was a wonderful child, a fan-
tastic teennger and a beautiful
young lady. She stopped aging
for me. I loved her that much.
The storiea tell about the love
she radiated her entire life, an
inspiration to all who knew her.
Please tip-toe through her life
with me, she desired a quict
journey on a loving path. This
adorable lady gave me a life that
cven surpassed magnificent, 1
love you, Jo. See you in heaven.”

Nostalgic look

Anyone over 40 whe reads the
book ahould be able to relate to
the history, the old photoa (more
than 100), and the friends and
relatives who croased the

on their lives. They are likely to
strike a chord with anyone who
has grown up in southeast

gan.

Jo's maiden nnmo was Savage
and the couple met when she
was 16 and worked at an ice
cream shop at Hamilton and
Seward in Detroit just prior to
WW I1. They scon fell in love
and her love letters helped sus-
tain Roberts during the war.
They were married after the
war, on June 1, 1846, at Our
Lady of the Rosary Church in
Detroit.

Chrysler employees

Both worked for Chrysler
Corp., her for 30 years ax an
executive secretary he for 20
years as a technician. He also
worked at a Marathon Qil refin-
ery, Along the way, the couple

managed to invent a toy in 1960

called “Solar Orbit.® They built
the first 8,000 in their garage
and spent a lot of money for
commercials. The couple made
some money from the toy, but a
distributing deal went bad,
Roberts said, and they walked
away from the whole thing.

“Thankfully, we had kept our
day jobs,” he wrote in his book.
*Jo and I found out in business
who our real fricnds were, Some
who we thought would help
didn't and some we were not
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g_r ul-'rAm PALADINO “I want everybody in the world  Roberts’ paths and had an effect  sure of came through for us. B;‘d

to say, some hoped we wouldn
striko it rich. I'm sure buvaq
‘won't be like that, all good peds
ple. Jo always rejoiced at any-
ane'a success nm:l she taught mi
to do the same,

His wife, Roberta said, ‘nmrnr
said a bad word,” even to the
point of not wanting to say dam
when talking of Hoover Dam:

od it the Hoover Power
Plant.” Also, he said, ahe didn't
want to refer to her mother by
her name, Helen, because IM
didn't want to say “hell.”

Shn died July B. 1896, lfur

hunpltulluﬂon with a broken
hip, Roberts said, and a couple
months later he calied the nuns
at St. Owen Church in Bloom-
field Hills to visit bim to talk
about Jo.

'l asked them about Purgato-
ry,” he aaid, “and they said Jo
went Purgatory so fast.”

Catholics believe everyone dea-
tined for heaven first spends
time in Purgatory for their sins.

Roberts’ book theme could be
found in the last sentence of the.
first chapter: *I feel sure that’
God would want you to know;
about my Jo &nd try to live your;
llfoumuchhkeshed:duyuu

Roberu welcomes phone calls
about his book. Anyone interested
can call kim ot 248-626-8157.

SENIOR ADULT HAPPENINGS

Detroit atrects were named
after. Raspberry chantilly, a spe-
cial springtime dessert, will be
served following the program.
Pre-registration is necessary as
there is a limit of 25 persona. $3.

Student/scnior adult prom:
The ninth annual spring dance
for local high school students
and senior adults will be held on
Thursday, May 25, from 3:30-
5:30 p.m. at 8 new Iocauon. the
Farmington High School. The
dance i3 complimentary to all

soniors and includes music,
dancing and refreshments. For
registration call 489-3333.

It’s a party: Celebrate Ameri-
cana in the “good old summer-
time.” Take a musical walk down
memory Jane with the Oakland
County Parks song and dance
show on Tucsday, June 20, at
noon. Enjoy lunch and a nostal.
gic dessert - Boston cooler or
root beer float. Cool stuff for siz-
zling days. Admm:o ticket pur-
chase necessary, limited to 200.

$4. .

MPRO - Patient's rights:;
Have you ever been rushed out
of the hospital? Queationed the
quality of your care? Michigan
Peer Review Organization will
be at the Senior Center on Tues-
day, June 6, st 10:30 a.m. to
address these concerns and help
you ensure high quality health
care. Pre-registration is neces-

sary.
The Costick Center is at 28600
11 Mile Road west of Middlebelt.
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