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Awards from page E1

De ivering from page E1

For a band that didn’t win, two
of three Brothers Groove mem-
bera made it to the podium more
timea than moat nomineoca,
Vocaliat Chris Codish tied with
Butler Twine’ Clarence Butler
for Outstanding Blucs Songwrit.
or and vowed to share his award
with his father Bob Codish, also
anomineo. Codish and his broth
erin-groove, bassist Jim Simon-
agn of Clarkston, accepted
awnrds on behalf of Johnnie Bas-

aiftt ~ who won for Qutatqnding ,

Rlues Recording, lnnlmmenml-
ist and Group. Bot

Tha reggao wild mon in Immu-
nity wera all smiles while accept-
ing four awards. Jonathan Pet.
tus, who works in Birmingham,
took the Qutstanding Roggae
Vocealist award from nominated
band tntes Tom Varga, Tom
Wall and Tony Mitchell, Bassiat
Bill Kuunnhup won for Out-

Reggae Instr 1
ist, His wife, band manager and
MCMF-mombor Torri Koggen-
hop, was proudest when Immu-
nity scized tho Outstanding reg-
gae group award, o entogary

'a boon d for

petformed on the wlnning
n, “Party My Blues Away."

throe yoara running. “It was
quite a nlght sho said;
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That night finished off on &
hopoful note for 13-year-old
Ryan Riachack and Kathleen
Coules, 17. Michigan's favorite
*Cowboy,* Kid Rack, sauntered
out with the twe representatives
of The Rainbow Connection. The
organization granta wiahos to
children with, life-threatoning ill-
nesacs.

Kid Rock, who has a long his-
tory with The Rainbow Connec-
tion, aponsored both of tha kids'
wishes to go to Disney World, He
handed them cowboy hats and
both Dotroit Music Awards he
oarned that night. “He's baen
very kind to this organization,”
sald Patricia Tossmer-Flack,

executive director of tho charity
and an Oxford rosident. “Ho
obvlously cares about tho kids.
Wao'va seen tho softor sida of him,
He's a very gentle porson.

The Rainbow Conncction
raised $4,000 by auctioning off
Kid Rock's guitar. Tho rest of the
money raised has not yet been
tabulated.

For a complote list of DMA
2000 winners, pleaso refer to the
Web aite at www. dotroitmuai.
cawards, com/ winnoera. html.
For more information on The
Rainbow Connection or to
donate, call (248) 338-7760.

See related column on Page E7,

ﬂnteraction from page E1

“It's kind of hard to explain tha
production,” said Belcher, vico
prosident of Tho Theatre Guild's
board of directors. “It's an inter-
active evening. There's some peo-
ple planted in the audience.
You'll never know what's the
show and what'a not.”

Debbia Tedrick of Farmington
Hilla wrote the cabaret-stylo pro-
duction with help from Tim Jof-
freys. The comedy opens on the
final rehearaal for a cabaret
show that's gone awry, Tedrick,
who olso directs the New and
IMPROVed Comedy, is an old
hond when it comos to theater.
She's the music director and
plays the part of Celeato Romano
in Tony n’ Tina’s Wedding at the
Bm:l Thmtm in Pontiac.

o blurring the lines,” said
'Dcdnck “It’s like Tony n* 1‘mul
Wedding which mimics i

plo’s Chelce award for Best Sup-
rorﬂng Actress as Helon Koller
n The Miracle Worker. Gary
Blumer, a musician who toured
with Martha Recves, plays piano
in Cabaret Calypso.

“We're working with a lot of
profeasional performers who
come from such venuea na Sec-
ond City, the Michigan Opera
Theatre and Meadow Brook,”
said Belcher, “It's golng to be o
fun ovening and ticket salea go
to aupport our 2000-2001 season,
Tha nearly $10,000'apent last
year in renovations dried up the
budget.

“We're coming out of a one-
show season which didn't make
cnough to keep the theater alive,
80 wa're shifting our relinnce
from mombaorahip to a board of
diroctors. It's a difforent
h for ity theater

you might encounter if you were
attending a wodding. There's
improvised bits going on oven
during intermission. I always
like to do a skeletally improvised
show with actors making up
their lines aa they go along.”
Chip Duford, a cast member
along with Tedrick in Tony n’
Tina's Wedding, plays the emcce.
Stacie Guerreso is ono of the
younger actora in the production,
A Canton rosident, Guerreso
recently played the lead role in

‘the Plymouth Theatre Guild’s

production of Oliver! During tho
1998.99 acason at Meadow
Brook Theatre, she won the Peo-

but one we hope will work, We'll
still have members who want to
act in plays but it will be run
like a businesa.”

In addition to restr

tional family nttompt to live
togothor — all under the sanme

roo .o

Aftor rending the script for
Squabbles, Bob Weibel is amazed
that the.ploy hasn't been dono
with any regularity since it pre-
miered in 1882, Written by Mar-
shail Karp, the comedy, which is
produced by Mary Lynn Kuna of
Flymouth, opens Friday, May 5,
at the Water Towor Thoatro in
Northville.

“It's a nifty acript and a funny,
funny show,” said Woibel of Weat-
land. *Tho name is apropos. It's
about a 30-something couple and
a man who moves in with his
kids. Ho lives to argue. He’s a
ratired cab driver and they're
trying to figure out what to do
with dad when things got worse
when his mather moves in after
her houso burma dawn, They both
think tho othor one haa to go,
Then the daughter gets preg-
nant. Ono night the lights go out
and the next thing you know
thoy'ra not thinking abaut get-
ting married but are golng to live
together”

Even though Weibol stopped in
at the last minuto to dircet, he's
not worried about the quality of
the production bacause of the
scasoned nctors with whom he's

working. Weibel, who's beon in’

theoter since 1958, sces a lot of
plays os & roviewer for the
Obsorver Nowspapers. He
belioves theater ia a living
organism that only happens
once.

“This ia thae kind of play that's
pure oscapiam,” said Weibel.
“Theyll have a lot of fun watch-
ing thia dysfunctional family and
the warm cnding where they go

- off into the sunset togother.”

Levine continues to go through
tho script delivering one funny
line after another. Ho thinks it's
the qunluy of writing Lhn! makes

the way The Theatre Guild is
operated, Belcher and the rest of
the board plan to renovate the
extorjor of the building. Many
people, said Belcher, don’t even
know the theater is there. But
the group has como a long way
since Decembor whon its vory
existence was in doubt, Today,
thanks to the help of members
intorested in carrying on tho
nearly 60-year.tradition, The
Theatre Guild of Livonia Redford
is making plana to open o five.

. production seagon with The Fan.

tasticka in foll.

a hit with

for Levine to find rolea such aa
Droyfus or the rabbi ho plnyod in
Fiddler on the Roof with the Vil-
lago Players of Birmingham.
Over the years, the types of

_rales Levine Is ablo to play have

changed. In fact his busy lifo as
drama dircctor at sevoral motro
Dotroit high schools in tho '60s
and *70s and hia current position
as principal of the Acadomy of
Westland, haa loft little timo for
acting duﬂng the last 30 years,
He returnod to tho stage last
scason in tho guild's Wait Until
Dark. “You have to have n sense
of humor,” jokes Levlne, a ehort,

graying man on tho rotund side.
“No longer could I play the hand-

* some, 6-2 hero”

Robert Purcell is Jorry Sloan,
the son froquently in the middle
of the rows between his father
in-law and mother, Mildred
Sloan, played by Dorothy Dunne
of Livonia, Nicole Ludwig playa
his wife. Ken Kuna and Sare
Ellsworth have spent the last six
waeks conatructing the sot and
perfecting the.lighting. Nancy
Adams is responsiblo for costum-
ing the actors in clothing from
the 1980s. "In the play he's a
commercial jingle writer who
took in her father who had a
honrt attack, then his mom
moves in,” said Purcell, a Canton
resident, “and all heck breaks
loose when tha lights go out.”

‘That’s when Jim Christiansen
takes over o8 Hector Lopez, the
Puerto Rican handyman who can.
never correctly pronounce Droy-
fus’ namo.

*My challenge has to be consis-
tent with the accent and to
T b to mispr
Dreyfus,” said Christiansen of
Livonia. *Thore's a running gag
but if I forget and pronounce it
right, it blows the gag”

Delores Peeraon, who plays
Mrs. Fisher, is looking forward to
her role s tho nanny,

“It's o of ch
enid Lovine. “Abe and Mﬂdrad
are different'but similar. Ho's
always trying to get her and
gho's trying to get back at him
with plays on words. Sho says,
she had o dream about being in
o cab that stops suddenly but
thore's no jerk. Get it?

“It's w 1 to got to be so
boasy,” said Pearson of Canton.
“She thinks nobody should touch
the huhy but -hn- jult a fun

of the 'guild has muda Pearson'a
recent mova to Michigan casior.
She'd been exponundns a penso
of {solation. Back in P

I'm not in the cab”

Levino empathizes with his
character who's “a loud mouth,
insulting kind of guy but deep
down inside ho really cares.” He's
physically comfortable with‘the

part as well. It's usually difficult |
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nia, Fearson hosted her own 'syn-
dicutcd TV program on crafts
and cooking.

“It's a marveloua way to meot
new people and that's what com-
munity {a all about in"communi-
ty theater”

Fhcipiting
rach montiy




