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Though the
Detroit Music
Awards  have
nearly faded
from mind, I
thought  we
could all use a
recap, a little
aomething for
those who didn’t
attend, those
hiding back-
3 atoge before
they performed, and those who
Jjust weren't paying attention.
Besides, like many, it was my
{irst time at the event. So music
fans, hore goes:
Pulling a no-show
‘The atory at the preshow was,
a no-show. Thia year it was
almost fashionable to be toa late
ar not show up at all to receive
ono of the (gasp) 63 awards given
- gut at the event prior to the 2000
Detroit Music Awards, While the
State Bar was packed back to
front, only a few of the winners
wero present to accept their stat.
uettes. Perhaps it waa a simple
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matter, liko parking.

With a ball game across the
avenuu at Comerica Park (where
Kid Rock tossod out the first
ball) and the eatire music com-
munity converging on the State
‘Theatre, the minime) parking
apots went fast and cost more
than ever beforo. If the winners
weren't stuck looking for o apot
to park in the Motor City, maybe
they just didn’t know about the
preshow. tever the case, pre-
aonters Poter Shorn and The
Impaler cracked endloss jokes
about the abundance of statucs
and lack of winnera present.
There's always next year.

DMA fashion

The awards show drew musi-
ciana from all genres, and people
whoso fashion aense ran the
gamut from dingy jeans to tai-
lored auits, and even e fow Cin-
derellas searching for the ball.
The common threads included
the obviously-symbelic cowboy
hata worn mostly on stunning
blondes in honor of the First
Cowboy of Detroit, host Kid

Rock,

Then there was an abundance
of low-cut dteases, outlined in
faux fur and feathers, tight sil-
ver arm bands and some daring-
ly short skirts. Oh, 1 almost for-
got about sequined halter tops,
imagine that, With ali the shim-

mer and glitter around, the room -

lit up like fireworks in July. But
I don't think anyene could feel
out of place, not even noked.

Not so secure

Security at the awarda acemed
to be lacking something called
organization, I can't reeall how
many times security personnel
asked me where I should be,
Some cven changed their minda
half-way through the show. [
waan't wearing a sticker on my
gold dress for nothing. Despite
the kinks, it was o fabuloua
event,

“Live"ning it up
The performers at the DMA
kept the event rolling along even

as it ran late into the night.
Those Howling Diablos ~ fronted

The winning groove: The
Brothers Groove’s Chris
Codish wins Outstanding
Blues Songwriter at the
preshow.

by twice-charmed DMA winning
vocalist and songwriter Tino ~
filled in with funky spots as
house band. The Diablos man-
nged to snag the Qutstanding
Loecal Funk Group award as well.
Livonia native, Paradime, got the
crowd out of their seats and
hooked onto a hip hop vibe. The
Contours catered to the crowd
with meticulously timed move-

showtime.

ments in sync, both musically
and rhythmically, and The Frost
got everyone talking. Robert
Bradley's Blackwater Surprise
stole the stage Inst.

While the list of performers,
winners, hnppenings and gossip
is much too long to mention, The
Deotroit Music Awards certainly
left its mark. If only there were
more opportunities for local
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Backstage: Paradime gets support from the hottest
Chili Pepper around, Chad Smith, 10 minutes before
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musicians to mingle, perform
and support one another. [ can
wait to see how sponsors top
this ane gext spring.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for -
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers. She can be reached ot
(734) 953-2130 or by e-mail at :
scasola@oe. homecomm.net.

‘Reverend Horton Heat sizzles with new release, nationwide tour
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Rockabilly can be a-religious
experience, No one knows that
better than the reverend himself,
Reverend Horton Heat,

To his friends and his dog,
Chuck, the Rev is known simply
as Jim Heanth, n Texas native
with a knack for stirring up rock,
punk, swamp, surf, swing and
country into 8 musical genre he
alone can rightly preach to the
masses. Backing him up at the

' pulpit are bassist Jimbo Wallace
» and drummer Scott Churilla.
. ‘The Reverend Horton Huat
_ releaned their seventh album,
Spend a Night in the Box, to
prove that rockabilly is alive,
well and hotter than ever. Tear-
ing through the Bible Belt and
beyond, the Rev's been touring
nsince late January,

you ub L

Talking to the guitaralinging
rock 'n’ roll rabble-rouser while
at his Las Vegas hotel April 12,

‘the Observer Eccentric got a

healthy dose of the Reverend’s
dogmas, " .
Spend a Night In the Box is a
throwback to Reverend Horton
Heat's earlier rockabilly rhythms
with enough references to
women, booze and bad relation-
shipa to make listeners shiver. A
good-time cocktail of wailing
tracks, the album is the band’s
first for Time Bomb Recordings.

*I'm always trying to do some-
thing different; that geta me in
trouble, I think,” he laughed. “On
this particular one, we kinda
backpedaled a little.”

With some songs written in
the ‘80s, Spead a Night in the
Box revisits a freedom that was
long stifled by previous record
companies. “It’s a little bit roatsi-
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er than the last album,”® said
Heath. “Our label Time Bomb
didn't really care.”

‘Whenever he strayed from the
formula under previous record
contracts, the songs wouldn't
make the final cut. “The real
energy shapes the power and fla-
vor of the CD, see what I'm say-
ing? A lot of rockabilly got
ignored by the last label.”

‘The album isn't filled with o
lot of flash, just straight-up Rev-
erend, *We kinda wanted a
stripped down sound.”

‘The new deal encourages
Heath to write and produce a lot
of material, which was good

news for a guy who never slows
down. “It's the first time in our
career we've been a priority”
With renewed spirit, The Rev
hooked up with Paul Leary as
producer. “It's good to have an
outside car,” said Heath. “After
you work on something so many
times you start to lose your per-
spective of things. It's hard to
tell if you're doing everything in

_time and in pitch.”

As for the songa, all 14 were
written by Heath. The title track
came from the band's obsession
with the film Cool Hand Luke.
It's the kind of movie they have
watched over and over again

while on tour. It turned into a
joke - if anything goes wrong,
spend a night in the box, And
there's another reason for the
song title: “We're rolling around
in a big box, it's kinda like,” he
said of the tour bus,

Heath said al} the songa have
gotten a good response live, espe-
cially Big D Boogie Woogie,
Slveper Car Driver, and Sue Jack
Daniels,
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Ho gets inspiration for writing
rausic by just driving around, ho
aaid. I purposely don't have a
radio, I drive around and sing. *
I've gotten into a lot of crashes.®

Cateh the big box when The
Reverend Horton Heat and guest
Hank Williams Iil roll into the
Motor City, 8 p m. Monday, May
1, St. Andrews Hall, Detroit. All .
ages $18. Call (248) 645-6656.

NOW PLAYING
Fa
[_STAR Guatior At 13w, TSTAR Geeat Laxts cabssmc] S

.

D UNIVEESITY N BE0L A

. '"MEADOW 'BROOK THEATRE

SHTATHL LOAMRANY

pulitzer
prize-winning,
poignant an
personal
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BY BETH HENLEY
Inthis Pulitzer Prize-winning
comedy, three Mississippi
sisters reunite to be with their
dying grandfathet. Lenny, Meg
and Babe ate very different
women, but they share powerful
bonds. Togethet, they come to
terms with death, thei: lives,
and ther enduring love foi coe
anathet, 1% 2 wonderful mixture
of both comedy and drama.
MBYT RATING - PG

MAY NOT BE APPACPRIATE
FOR PRE-TEENS

MBT, BOX OFFICE: (248) 377-3300
GROUP SALES 1248} 370-3316
www.mbitheatre.com
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Hased an the troe stuey of Patry Choe's frienduhip
with an adhucing fan. Always... Patsy Choe 1 0
hearsfelt ey festuring rver 20 of Cline's most

rerwable sngs.
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“Some comedies have laughs
weame- by the dozen. Escanaba has

them by the gross.”
Martn F, Kobn, Dewcit Free Press

A Hilartous Comedy
BY JEFF DANKELS
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