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Local smoke shop owners wouldn’t mind

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
STAYY WRITER

it's hard to find bidis {n the
Farmington arca,

The tiny cigarettes mostly
imported from India have been
attracting child emokers since
the early 1980s. With flavors
such as mandarin orange and
mongo, the hand-rolled
cigarettos provide a smoky treat
for youngsters. .

Unfortunately, the great taste
is decelving.

Children tead to think bidis
(BEE-dcos) nre lesa harmful
becauso they’re small and taste
great. Although they contain less
tobacco, bidis unleash much
more tar and nicotine than regu-
lar cigarottes.

Bidis made local hoadlines
lately whon the city of Warren
discussed bonning them. There's
a bill in Congress to ban bidi
importation completely.

Locally, the only place The
Observer could locato the funny-
looking amokes with colarful
packages waa the Cigar Empori-
um in Farmington.

Many local shopa stopped sell.
ing bidin because they attracted
children too young to legally pur-
chase cigareltea.

Smokers and More in Farm-
ington Hills carried bidis until a
year ago whan the owners heard
that underpaid and sometimen
mistreated children were rolling
them in India,

Milllons of young, Indian chil-

Award-winning video offered on Natural Beauty Roads

The Farmington Hills Beauti-
fication C ission and tha

dren ore ed in ed
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Controversial; Indian cigarettes, called bidis, come in
different flavors.

a lot of younger peo-

servants, rolling up to n thou.
sand bidis a day for pennies.

cate the public about their

city's Video Production Division
have created nn award-winning
video called "Natural Beauty
Roads * Enhancing our Commu-

nity.”
The video is designed to edu.

P to our
The video has been chosen to
rucc‘l‘vo the Telly Awnsd for

ple tried to buy them,” said store
manager Robin Sabbagh. *I

als.

“Natural Beauty Road"” is an
official designation used to pro-
tect the rights-of-way of roads

in video product
The awards will be presented
this summer at a national con-
ference of production profession-

with 1 or outstanding
natural featurcs,

The video illustrates the vari.
oua growth stages and informs

. niques.

# 'The government tries to tell you what to buy
and what to sell.’ He hasn't sold bidis for a cou-
ple of years, but when he did seil them, he says It
was mostly youths who asked for thom. ‘Maybe
the younger kids llke them because they look dif-
forent. | don't sell to anyone under 18, so they
didn’t sell that well for me.’
Bob Thomas
—-Smokers Only owner,

nation cigar and wine store.
He's been selling bidis for the

think they liked them'becouse
they look like jointa.”

Sabbngh doean’t mind if the
government bans bidis.

“Let them ban all cigarettea,”
he said. “I don't care, really.
Everybody would quit then,
including me.”

Bob Thomas isn't as fond of
government intervention.

“The government triea to tell
you what to buy and what to
scll,” said tho owner of Smokers

Only in Farmington Hills. He
hasn't sold bidis for a couple of
years, but when he did sell them,
he says it was moatly youths
who asked for them.

“Maybe the younger kida like
them because they look differ-
ent,” he said. *I don't sell to any-
one under 18, so they didn't sell
that well for me.”

Tom Petros, owner of Farm-
ington's Cigar Emporium, said
he has very few teennge tobaceo
patrons. He attributes that to
the upscale nature of his combi-

the public asbout proper tree
planting and maintenance tech-

The video has been playing on
Cable TV Channel 8 and be will
be played more often ns the
planting season progresses.

(Don't let time spin away from you.)
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Take an additiona12 Ar- O/gﬂ:*

items on 2nd and 3rd markdown

Now is the time to shop — prices are reduced even more!

Ends Saturday, April 29

* Savings off doms on 2nd and 3rf markdown, 03 Kdontdnxd Dy SGNS.
Rocuchions takon at tho regrston, No auUSIMonts mada o1 PHor purchiasos.

After Easter

alrance

a ban

four years he's been in businesa.
Ho sells the cquivalent of o car-
ton a weck. He charges $3.99 o
pack of SBher Bidi cigarettes,
which contains 20 tiny
cigarettes. . .

Just like a pack of Marlboro's,
bidis have s surgeon general's
warning and are taxed.

“Bidis ore just one simple
product,” Petros said. “It's not a
big product for me, anyway. If
they were ever banned here, it
wouldn't be a major problem for
me.”
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BAKER BIRMINGHAM FURNITURE, FABRIC AND ACCI‘.SSORI!S_;
34500 WOODWARD AVE 24€.993.9600 ’

Children’s
Clearance

30%off*

. Save on selected .
children's apparel and, accessories!
Begins Wadnesday, Aprit 26

* Savings off ongnal prices of sokxclod itoms, as kienkihod by signs.
+ No DpsSImOnts MK O PO PRACIISOS.

Ms. J Prom
Clearance

50%0ff*

It's your time to dazzle — and these
savings help you do it up right!
Begins Wednesday, April 26

* Savengs off ongei pCos of sKluCtd foms, as Kiontited by sgns.
NO adwstmants mirda on phor purchases.

Attention investors...
Merrill Lynch
- has relocated its

Downtown
Detroit Office!

“Continuing our 85-year
committment to the
City of Detroit”

Jacobsons ==

Birmingham » (248) 644-6900  Livania « (734) 5917698  Rochostor « (248) 651-8000
SHOPPING HOURS * MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON

www.Jacobsons.com

1-800-777-9413

Merrill Lynch
One Detroit Center
500 Woodward Avenue
Suite 3000
Detroit, Michigan 48226

be bullish
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