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" Following is Mercy High School freshman Kelley

Pitts’ account of her experience as a participant in
the recent JASON XI “Going to Extremes” program.
“The 16-year-old student Argonaut was sponsored by
Electronic Data Systems Corp.

Day L

Tuesday e Fed. 22: R

Finally the day waa here. [
would mect Barh Zimmerman,
my teacher Argonaut from Ohio,
and fellow student Argonauta
‘Whitnoy Brown from California
and Seth Tucker from Connecti-
;cut, That was to be my group;
.we made up tho Week 1 Arg-
‘onauta in Koy Largo, Fla. After

‘a year of chatting online, calling
each other, and e-mailing across
the country, we were finally
‘meeting. Barb, Seth, and I met
firat.

. All of our planes came in
around the same time, 8 a.m,
We had to walt at tha airport
though for Whitney’s plane to -
come In, at 8 p.m, Seven hours
‘after I got into Minmi, we drove
‘off inte the sunset (literally) to
‘Koy Largo. As soon a8 wa got
thore, we met Mark Patterson,
‘host researcher from JASON XI.
' Wao then went to our hotel, the
:Marina Del Mar Resort and
‘Marina, When Whitney, Barb
‘ond I walked into our *homoe” for
‘the next two weeks, wo could
‘not believe thoy got us a suita,
‘Wo shared one auite, while Soth
‘and Todd shared another. Whit-
‘ney, Seth and I ate dinnor and
‘talked nbout tho upcoming dive
test for tho next day. Wo all
‘hoped wao were not going to fail.

Day 2
Wednesday ¢ Feb. 23:

‘Tho next day, Barb woke
Whitnoy and me up. It was
time for the dreaded dive test,
First up was the awim test. For
me it waa easy. Seth told me,
*“Don’t do any of thoso fancy
{lips, and don't show off.” 1
lapped everyone!

Next camo snorkeling. We had
to snorkel around our hotel peol
a couple of times. Doug
Kesaling wanted us to practice
being with a dive buddy, even
though we were juat snorkeling.
Whitney waa my buddy.

Tha last test waa tho dive test.
Wo all passed with flying colors,
‘When wae finished at the hotel
pool, wo went over to NURC
{the National Undersea
Resoarch Center), Thero we met
Ellen Prager, another hoat
rosearcher, Mark Patterson
then assigned jobs to hia gradu.
ate students (us). We bad to
assomblo the motabolism cham-
bers and the velocity probo,
That night we went out to din.
ner with our host rescarchers. -

Day 3

Thursday » Feb. 24: .
‘We could not go diving by

Aquarius today becausa the

waves wore hugo; thoy wore

:S,w!m: Kelley Pitts; one of the Arg
1

over six feet, Instend of diving,
wa wont snorkeling in the Flori-
da mangroves, When we got
back to NURC, we worked on
tho jobs nssigned to us the day
before, Ellen Prager govo us a
lecture on the halimeda experi-
ment we woyld ducti

terson and Ellen Prager had
some health problems, so wo
watched Houston rehearse.
Today, we also went diving on
Little Canch Reef to start col-
lecting data for the coral survey
weo would bo conducting during
broad le we were

during the broadcasts, When we
got back *home,” a package was
waliting for Barb, It was the wet
suits, Henderson Aquatics
donated wet suita for all the
Argonauta in Key Largo, so 1

havo my own wot suit now,

Day 4
s Fob, 25;

Today was our firat dive in the
ocean, We dove Little Conch
Reef. Whitney was my dive
buddy, Seeing coral for the firat
time was awesome. We also aaw

o
diving, Todd saw a nurse shark.

Day 6

Sunday e Feb. 27: .

Today we went to the Jules
Vern Undersea Lodge. We had a
lecture on the history of under-
sea habitats before we dove
down into the underwater hotel.
Once wo were inside, Sol
turned on “Batman,” and we
watched about half of it.

From thero we swam over to
thie lab that they have there. We

Aquarius for the first time; we went inside all three underwa-

‘went inside the gazebo and the tor habits that ars in use in the

wet porch, The workers on world today.

Aquﬁu:h H:k‘eld u‘i"h out of the

gazebo, though — The gazebo is

where rosearchers goif thereis a Day 7

major cmergency in Aquarius, Monday » Feb, 28:

They swim inside and wait for Ht'a the first day of broadcasts.

tho rescue boat, Tharo scemed to | | waa the diver for the first

bo f awim. broadeasta, Luckily the TV show

ming around every sido of ua. *Todny” was just outaldo of

Aquarius, 80 we did not have

Day 5 any speaking to do since we

Saturday ¢ Feb.268: | wore not wearing aqua-masks,
We were aupposed to have We worked with Mark Patter-

rohoearsals today, but Mark Pat- son, the underwater vehicle

onaut students, does her work.

Fotch and with tho velocity
probo to find tho flaw rate of
water being pumped out of a
barrel sponge.

Day 8
Tuosday » Feb, 29:

The second day of broadcaata
was today. I was in the third
broadeast. We talked about how
thoy bring olectricity down to
Aquarius and the LSB (lifo sup-
port buoy), We also discussed
the way thﬁ' depressurize
Aquarius, Mike Pattorson gave
s a tour of Aquarius, too.

Day 9
We

Wednesday » March L:

‘Third day of broadcasts is
already here, It scoms like wo
Just got hore. ABC waaoutona
boat todoy, gotting interviewa
from ua, Wa were inside Aquar-
jua today, with Ellen Prager and
Miko Patterson, Weok 2 Arg-
onnuts got here today.

‘Temorrow thoy take their dive
tosta,

Extremes: Kelley Pitts, a
?{le student, diue7 0,

ey Largo as part of the
Jason 'Gmelg to
Extremes” program. Bar-
racuda surrounded the
divers.

Day 10

Fourth dny of broadcasts, and
wo have decided that we don't
want to leave Koy Largo. We
were inaide Aquarius again
today. Wo talked with Mark
Pattorson about food. Wo talked
about tho types of food that theoy
eat inside Aquarius and what
happens to the food under two-
and-one-half atmoapheres of
pressure. We alsa learned that
your taste buds can be affected
at the {ncrensed pressure,

Mark Patterson also discussed
the head (nautical word for
bathroom) on the broadcasts.
Later in tho broadcasts, wo
learned about the types of
SCUBA diving equipment thoy
use, and how it'a different from
regular recreationn) SCUBA
diving cquipment. Everyono
passed his dive tests for tho

Week 2 Argonnuta.

Day 411
Fridny o MarchS:
Last day of broadcasts far us.
We arc 8o depressed. The Week
2 Argonauts came out on the
boat to shadow us, Maria shad-
owed me, We discussed emer-
gency procedurea on Aquarius
with Ellen Prager, I found this
one of the most {nteresting
broadcasts,

Day 12
Saturday « March 4: .
‘We did not divo today. We gat
to sleep in! NURC wanted ua to -
decompresa for 24 hours before
we flew to Houston. They want-
ed to be extra cautious that we
did not get decompresaion sick-
neas,

Day 13
Sunday ¢ March 5:

We went to bed at 1 0.m. and
woko up today to leave for Dal.
las-Fort Worth at 3:30 a.m, Our
{light left Miami at 6 a.m. From
Dallas, we flow to Houston,
Jude, who is in charge of all tho
Argonauts, picked us up at tho
airport and took us right over to
Moody Gardens in Galveston to
meet up with the Week 2 Hous-
ton Argonauta, That night we
went to the JASON board meet-
ing. The Argonauta were invited
for the firat time. I got intro~
duced to Dr. Robert Ballard for
the first timo tonight.

Day 14

Monday » March 6: .
‘Wa got n tour of NASA’s John-

son Space Center today. Woe had

picturea taken with Dr, Ballard

and also met Bill Shepherd, n

NASA nstronaut.

Day 15 :
TJuosday « March 7: :

Wo return home today. We flew
to Dallns-Fort Worth with somo of
the executives of JASON and the
Tanjor 8 rs. When we got to
the Dallaa airport, we had to split
up at Whitney'a gnte; Seth's gate
was on one side of the nirport while
mino was on tho other.

Tha hardest thing was saying
good-bye to averyone, We spent
only two weeka together, but we all
folt lika wo had known each other
forever, We know we will never for-
got each other's friendahip.




