Ethan Hawhe (lef? to rtglxt),
Diane Venora and Kyle
MacLachlan star in Hamlet,
I;Jcmng today at metro

troit movie theaters,

The Detroit Sympimny Civic

orchestra of Detroit, celebrates
its 30th season, 3 p.m. with a
concert at Orchestra Hall.
67.‘}'c1kets 84-35, call (313) 676-

Medeski, Martin and Wood

perform 8 E m. at Clutch

.Cargo, 66 E. Huron, Pontiac.
Tickets $22.60-$33.50, call
(248) 645-6666.

Rebecca Zimmerman’s

colorful teapot is one of

the items you'll see at the
- 18th annual Birmingham
. Fine Art Festival 10 a. m.

to 6 p.m, Saturday, Mt

13 and 10am.to6pm.

Sunday, May 14 in down-
town Birmingham, Call
(248) 644-0866 or (248)
644-1700 for information,

J. e ¥

Orchestra, the premicr yauth_ ..

Comedlc yln yang: Sally Bondi has won accolades for
her comic portrayals of 12 characters in “Dreams of

Martha Stewart.” Rob Dubac,

stars in “Male Intellect. . . an oxymoron?”

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
AY P
fprovenzanoOoe.bomecomm.not

Merely asking, “What do men and
women really want?” usually opens
the psychobabble floodgatea. Qut
flows a stream of armchair analysis
about love, and the nature of rela-
tionshipa delivered with Oprah-like,
drive-thru efficiency.

The popular theory goes: Men arg
one-dimensional hedonists, and
women, well, they're grounded alj
right. Grounded in making mon'a
lives & miserablo scrics of practical

And so it goes. ..
-=~—. Butwheo'sfooling who?If the eclees
. tic 1880's taught anything, it was
that there's no use for stereotypes,
and dofinitely a blurring of differ-
encea between the genders, Deapite
all the talk about diversity, men and
womean
share
more anx-
ietiocs

On Stage
8 Drasma of Mastha Stewart,
& one-person ploy written by
Pameta Parker, starring Sally
Bonal 8p.m. h(dny-salurdxry
oy 12:13; 3 p.m. Sunday,

forences.
In the

Mny 14, gy show I8 5013
out. Tickets $27.50-$37.50, il-
R Maie inteiloct. . . an oxy- 1’::;:“3‘;:_
moran?, a one-porsan play
wtittan and staring Robert [ 880 male
Dubac; Tueaday.-Sunday, Moy | sensitivi-
18 21, porformancas 7:30| ty and
‘| p.m. Tussday-Thursdoy: apm female
Fnuny.sa 9 pm. Saturday: 7| Jibhora-
p.m. Sunday, Tlckets $15| .0 o "y o0
{opening night only), $20-$35. Y
Whare: Botn shows at the | COmedic
Muslc Halt Conter for the Por- | Ploys —
forming Arts, 350 Madison | Dreams
Avenue, Datrolt, Coll {313)
9632368 or (248) 6456660 gﬂ‘:’,‘,’,’;’:‘:
for tickots and Informatlion. and Male
Intellect...
an  oxy-

Note: Talkback sesslons wilt
be held after May 13 & May
14 shows. .

then dif-

spirit of

below right, wrote and

moron? — at Muaic
Hall Contar for the #
Performing Arts poel
away at the eternal
queation about what
ench gendor desires.
The revelations are
neither simple or com-
plicated, Just funny,
and sometimes,
painfully true.

‘While the play titles
have a charming
accessibflity, don't B
expect anything
romotely similar to
malo ur female bash-
ing.- - -Playwrights
Pamela Parker and
Rob Dubac have con-
structed n rangs of
truthful characters in
their respective one-
person plays.

Dreams of
reflection

To her followaers,
she's known simply as
“Martha.” Perhaps
there's some symbolic
connection to the first
mother of the country,
Martha Washington, §
Then again, to those N
who find Stewart more
than a bit irritating, S
perhaps not.

In the tradition of Betty Crocker
and Donna Reed, Stewart is held up
a8 the contemporary model of female

AT WHAT MEN,
WOMEN REALLY"

. WANT

one made from admiration,
*I find her fascinating. She's teach-
ing how to be a better housawile,

domesticity. Of course, her
- sense of marketing and reinvention
makes her firmly rooted in the cash-
cow present,
For playwright Parker, thc cholcc
of Stewart was both and

how to take hing that might be
shabby, and make it clegant,” said
Parker in her heavy Southern
accent, (Although Stewart hasn't
seon Parker's work, she has commu-
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Robert '
Bradley —
discovered,
uncovered

Robert Bradley’s
Blackwater Sur-
prise sounds more
like a story title
than a five-piece
band. Here's how
the fairy-tale goes,

Three young
Dotroit musiciana
are playing in the
atudio when -
much to their sur-
prise — they hear o
blind street-singer &
crooning outside.
‘They nppmu:h him
and after time convince the well-trav.
eled Alabama native to join the band, .

Robert Bradley's Blackwater Surs
prise may have been blessed with a
fable-like beginning, but the band
that's reinventing the soulful Motown
sound says now is the Time Tb Discove
er what Detroit music is all about.

With a new album of the same name,
and the addition of
keyboardist and

STEPHANIE A,
CASOLA

‘What; Celebrote
Detroit  Muasic | with nobart
Award winner Tim | Bradiey's Blackwa- :
Diaz, RBBS | ter Surprise at the .|
sounds stronger |,:_,° fﬂ:u;’c party lo(-
then cver. Of [ Vimelo Discover -
course radio and ::;" :"2";' 5""'_
MTV  expoaure | whers: Magle Bog, -

never hurts, Nei.
ther do tours with
mega-stars  like
Dave Mathew'’s
Band, Beck and
Sonic Youth, appearances on Camln
O'Bricn or write-ups in The New
Yorker. Lot's start at the beginning,

Chapter one

Robert Bradley discovered music
around age 6, “I renlized I could carry
a melody and started singing along
with the radio,” he said in a phone
interview from Mt, Pleasant. Trained
on tunes by Buddy Holly, Johnny Casby

22920 Woodword »!
Ave,, Ferndale :
Ticketa: $18, call -}
(248) 544-3030 .

Pleaso sce BLACKWATER E2

B1AYY PHOTO 57 BXTAN MITCTOLL
Surprising: Robert Bradley was
one of the performers at the
2000 Detroit Music Awards
April 14 at Detroit’s State The-
atre.

Director brings more reallsm to ‘The Sound of Music’

BY KEELY WYGONIK
WRITER
kwyunnlk&e.hcmwouuu.mt

Watching The Sound of Muasic on
stago or TV s an emotional experionce
for a lot of people. It evokes momorics,
makos you want to “Climb Ev'ry Moun-
tain,” and say *I Have Confidence,”

“I seo people erying in the sudionce -
it touches their emotions,” said Joanne
Lehman who portrays Mother Abbess
in The Sound of Music opening

Schulman and
her creative
team have
brought more
realism to this
production,
They visited the
Nonnberg
Abboy in Aus-
tria to learn

mances 8 D.m wmo

Saturday.
pom, !nuuuly. .

:30 p.m. Sunday,
mn Muonle Tnmp(s

Thaetra, De
Tickets: umsb calt | how the nuns
1248) 845-6868 reul Iy lived.

he nuns

Wedneaday, May 17, at tho M
Temploe Theatro in Detroit. *It reaches
human values we can all relate to -
love, hopa in the faco of advorsity, The
music is inspiring, It touchon people in
£0 many different ways.”

Richard Chamberlain stars as Cap-
tain Georg von Trapp and Meg Tolin as
Maria Rainor in this Bmudwny revival
directed by Susan H. 8

Lehman has portrayed Maria five
different times in The Sound of Music,
but this is her firat time portraying
Mother Abbess, Sho's enjoying tha
show and tho part sho's playing,

*Maria and Mothor Abbeas have a lot
in common,” said Lohman, “They both
grow up in the mountains and have the
same lovo of lifo and advonture. The
Mothor Abbess choso a more spiritual
lifo, she sces heraclf in Marin.”

woren't honnatly represented in the
original play,” sald Lehman. “They
don't stand oround and sing. Wark and
prnynr are apiritunl commitmenta,
thay're all the same. The Mothor

Abboss is clected, it's very

Thore's lota of attention to detail in
thia Sound of Music, and more senac of
placo and timo.

“While tho crentive team was wnlk-
ing around Salzburg our sound design.
¢r Tony Meola recorded the bells,” sald
Lehman, “The bells the audience heara
are actually the bells of Salzburg. Tho
costumes are gorgeoua,”

To furthor understand hor rolo,

Music.

For her, The Sound of Music is not '

only a role to play, but a spiritual expe-
ricnco.

“I got to sing Climb Ev'ry Mountain,”
sho snid, “It's the most glorioua song. 1
Just love it, Unever tire ol’itv It's a new

i evory time I sing it, some-.

Lohman visited a B ardor in
the U.S. “Whon thoy sing, the nuns
became like eno voice, Thoy were radi-
ant, their faces were glowing with thelr
commitment.”

v

lhlng I want to ahare, There's so much
hope in this musical - it's an emotional
Jjourney for everyone.”

Bascd on the book by Howard Lind-

»

Joax Mazcts
At work: Jeanne Lehman and cast in a scene from The Sound of

aay and Ruasell Crouse with music and
lyrics by Richard Rodgers nnd Oscar
Hammersteln 11, The Sound of Music
opened ot Broudwnyn Lunt-Fontanne
Theatro on Nov. 16, 1859, The praduc-
tion won seven 'l\my Awards, including
Deat Musieal, and ran for 1,443 ptrfur-
mances.

The 1965 film version, storring Julia
Andrews as Maria, carned five Acade:
my Awards, including Rest Picturo.
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