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. Mnrvln Gaye, Elvu Prcnlay and
Otis Redding, Bradloy moved to

. Michigan with his parents in tho

18608, when he said “Dotroit was
hip.” “Thore wag a ot of.gaod
musie going on.”

So he started singing on the
strocta of Motown, finding semo
good spots whers his voico would
ocho boneath the buildings. He
was singing for almost 17 years
before brothers Michael (guitar)
and Androw Nehra (bass) and
drummer Joff Fowlkes ever
caught sight or nound of his tal-
‘ent.

"’l‘hoy were :uburhnn guyu,"
oxplained Bradley. So when
awked to join the band, he first

- said no, *I didn't bellova a word
they said.”

About aix months later, he
changed his tune and picked up
tho. phone, It waa the cerly

. 1990s, and Bradley was making
$500 to $600 singing in Dotroit’s
Eastern Markot - he didn’t
exactly noed another gig. But he
split his time between singing
for himself and jamming ot
White Room Studio with the
band. That's where he met Kid
fRock ~ who appears on two
songs on T¥me To Discover, *He
was Bob, just a white boy trying
to rap,” recalled Bradley.

In 1886, the band wont from
the atudio to a muaic showcaso
in Now York City. “Bob went
with ue,” anid Bradley, “He was
the emcoo at tho ahow.”

‘What's happened sinco then is
of no consequence to this musie-
made man. *I'm living for what's
happening right now," he said
with conviction. I was always
auccessful in my head, hore
is just fame. That's all it 1s.”

On Time to Discover,RBBS
takes its recipe for success ono
stop further, with 11 solid songs
loaded with old-school soul and
modern style. Bassist and Royal
Oak resident Andrew Nehra was
basking in the band's success
and the flood of good press
has received while at tho Detroit
Music Awnrds.

He aaid the new album took
seven montha to complete, “It
was all pretty spiritual,” he aaid,
“To get perfection, it tock time to
find the magic and go that extra
step.” ' -

Nehra, whoae influences
include The Tomptationa and
Stone Roses, said notoriety for
the Detroit bands is “way over-
duo.” “People have been asleop”

“We juat want to be happy
with the music firat,” said
Bradley of this album. “That's
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the way we feel about it.” Two of
his favorite songs on the album
romind him of his flancoe, You
and Me ond Ul Sacrifice

1 "

*He is ext
dinary. He writes groat songa
?nd plays :overal different

roftect thoir rolationship and
impending May wodding.
Bradley said it's all about beilng
*“for real,”

Another change reflected by .

the album {s tho addition of Tim
Diaz, whom Bradloy said fit
right in. *He's one of the most
talented musicians in tho atate
of Michigan,” said Bradley. I
ain't tatkin’ no jive,” .

And ho ain't the only one
talkin®, Scott Forbes, aingor and

uj
guitarist of The Forbes Brothers,
couldn't say enough about friend -

and musical colleague Tim Diazx,

. Forbea predicts RBBS will be
“the noxt big thing” out of
Dotroit.

“Dotroit is in my soul,” said
Bradloy. “Whon I come to Dotroit
thlnu happened.” The band with

hio namesake iv one reason the
city is on this musical upswing.

*Back ix the '60s, it was boom-
ing. Now it's jogging, We're hop-

get it running. We noed to
-ku.p ‘moving to really pump it

Take it from someone who's
neen it before, Robert Bradloy:
“Dotroit City, Tho Motor City, it's
gonna rhw cgnln.

eithon ‘Hu 30 duurvinz, uld
the Far Hills

after Diaz won the Detroit Music
Award for outstanding rock

Casola writes about
popular music for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers,

Ge“der from bage El

Timo to Diacover: Robert Bradley’s Blackwalcr Sur-
prise is Tim Diaz, Jeff Fowlkes, Michael Nehra, Robert
Bradley and Andrew Nehra.

nicated her support for tho play.).
Dreams of Martha Stewart is’

Parkor's first one-peraon play. -
She incorporated the storics of

12 characters with her friend
and collaborator, actroas Sally
Bondi, in mind. Bondi has
roceived a long list of improssive

critical reviewa for her portray- .

The play, on a threc-year run .

since debuting at the 1897 Picco-
lo Spalato Arts Festival in
Charleston, S.C., follows a
wife/mother searching for porfec-
tion. She's intent on living the
“perfect life," including antiquing
her bathroom, building her own
loom nnd atyling her hair dla
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Umnthﬁod without the real

© turs

thing, the unhuppy housswifo
sets out for Turkey Hill, Conn. to
come face-to-face with the real
deal. The Journoy ia more of a
confrontation of the myriad faces
of America, and an uncovering of
the illusion behind the notion of
perfoction,

Among Parker’s other plays is
A Higher Place in Heaven, nomi«
nated for a 1995 Pulitzer Prize,
Her work has been called dia-
tinctively in tho southern liter-

- ary tradition of writers such as

Ceraon McCullera, William
Faulkner and Harper Leo.
Clearly, Parker's moat recent
play is a more adventurous
statement about American cul-
her other stories, typi-
cally set in a southern milieu.

Dox't miss
Wonderland Mall’s

ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW
May 12-14, 2000
. (Fridey - Sunday)

Dreama of Martha Stewart does-

n't offer a Saturday Night Live-
type apoof. Rather, Parkor has
aet out to illuminate what's
behind Stewart's . immonae

appeal,

*Since the beginning of timo,
thera's besn symbols of perfec-
tion,” auid Parker. “I want to
show that we are good enough
with who we are, if wo can learn
to apprecinte and accept oure
solves.”

Similar to Parker’s lead char-
acter, the protagonist in Male
Inteliect. , . ia searching to dis-
cover what lies beyond the
notion of perfection. In Dubac's
story, howavaer, it's the ideal of
romantic love.

Jilted by the girl of his dreams,
the lead charactor, Bobby, {8 all-
too-ready to hear some home-
spun wisdom from five male

ters who ly know

heading into Detroit for soven
porformances. -

The show, which is part lumd-
up comedy and part dramatic
theater, hns been called by some
critics as "too storootypical.”
Dubac simply citos the roaring
approval of audiences as proof
that hia characters have more
than ane dimension. The appeal,
le said, is that each of the char
acters represents o distinctive
male porapective,

But the key is that Dubac's
messnge — “Men can't live In tho
past and have to change” — ia
delivered with a heavy dose of
humor,

“Men are so blatantly malad-
Jjusted,” said Dubac. “It's not that
wo're Jost, it’s just that the toola
we're using are outdated.”

Dubac has been approached by
lolovmon producers about

ing his play for a ait-com.

what women really want. OF
course, they have their own illu.
siona nbout how to avold denling
with what women really waiit,
The advice ranges from the

.benefits of admitting that men

are jerka to the attitude of “love
‘am fast and leave them firat.,”
None of the five characters,
Dubac was quick to point out,
are autobfographical.

' Clearly, Male Intellect. . . s
atruck a chord with audiences.
Dubac has played to sold-out
houses in Denver, and hid nn 18-
month run in Chicago and a 10-
month run in Boston before

Friday, May 12
4pm - 9pm

Saturday, May 13 -
10am - 6pm |

The Pavilion - Southfield Civic Center
. 26000 Evergreen Road Southfield, Michigan.

Enjoy the Show!

Until now, however, he haan't
been pleased that producors
have wanted to *dumb down” the
material.

*They'ro locking at demo-
graphics, rather than the come-
dy” he aaid. *Hey, | know I'm not
breaking new intellectual
ground here, This isn't the Vagi-
na Monologues. 1 almply wrote
the plny My wifo explained to it
to me” .

And what about the ldunl malo
rale model?

“I{old on,” said Duhnc. *let mo
usk my wife,”
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