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Plymouth Theatre Guild pre.
scnts Squabbles, a comedy by
Marshall Karp, 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, May 12.13 and May
19-20, and 8 p.m. Sunday, May
14, Water Tower Theater on the
campus of Northville Psychiatric
Hoapital, 41001 W, Seven Mile
Road, west of Haggerty. Tickets
$10, 87 children ages 18 and
under; call (248) 349.7110.

BY DAVID MACGREGOR
SPECIAL WAITER

“I wna born to squabble,”
declares Abe Droyfus in the Int-
cat offering from the Plymouth
Theatre Guild, and squabble ha
does, In fact, this comedy by
Marshall Karp is called, appro-
priately enough, Squabbles.

Abe, played with considerable
vigor and guato by Barry Lovine,
is a cantankerous olderly gentle.
man who has taken up residence
with his daughter and her hua-
band upon the passing of hia
wile. While we are encouraged to
beliove that Abe has a heart of
gold, hia exterior is formed of o

ou’ll enjoy Plymdutli

and auddon intakes of breath as
ho wallowa {n personal invective
ond political incorrectness flor
the sheer joy of annoying others.
Either you like Abe or you hate
him, or more likely, you love him
one minute, then hate him the
noxt.

Abe’s personality ia elearly the
driving force behind the play,
and it s the job of hia doughter
Alice Sloan and hor husband
Jerry to rein him in a8 best thoy
can. Alice is played with long-
auffering graco by Nicolo Lud-
wig, while Jerry, played by
Robert Purcell, is relentlessly
chipper and upbeat despite the
best (or worat) that Abo can
throw at him, Just when they
scem to have adapted thom-
sclves to Abe’s motto (“to argue
is to live!™), the walls start cloa-
ing in on them when Alice

that she is

him an argument.

Mildred, nbly played by
Dorothy Dunne, at first scoms
no match for the strafing
attacks of Abe, but hor retorts
grow increaaingly pointed until
Abe is getting as good as he

ives.

Indeed, the sparks that fly
between Abe and Mildred effec-
tively put thelr children in the
role of playing parents to their
own parents, and there are
many occanions when Abe and
Mildred ‘sound mare like squab.
bling siblings than senior citi-
zens. How it will all turn out is
helped along by the ticking clock
of Alice’s pregnancy, because it
ia apparent that once the baby
arrives, the house will simply
not hold all of them. In other
words, someone has to go. After
much agonizing and debate, the

lution to this dilemma may

Immediately after thia, Jorvy'a
mother calls with the news that
she just burned down her house
while making chicken zoup.
When Mildred Sloan moves in,
Abe s but at the same

much less precious ial, and
he is o character whose one-line
era altornately provoke laughter

time porverscly appreciative of
the fact that he finally hna some-
one around him who will give

not surprise you, but it ia aa elo-
gant as it is effective.

On its opening night, Squab-
bles played to a highly apprecia-
tive audionco who gladly went
along for tho ride, nnd with good
reason. Director Bob Woibel and
producer Mary Lynn Kuna have
put togother a very enjoyable

production and the detail and
care that went into it ia evident
from the sct design down to the
costumea, The only problem one
could point to is a sound eystom
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which was, at times, not as coop-
erativo as it could have been,
Still, that s a relatively minor
flaw in an otherwise fine produc-
tion with a first-rate cast which

brings a considerable degree of
cralt and professionaliam to the
play. ’

David MacGregor is a Livonia
resident and playwright.

Clever set, great costumes, acting, singing in ‘My Fair Lady’

The Players Guild of Dearborn
presents the Lerner and Loewe
musical, My Fair Lady 8 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, May 12-13;
May 18-20, May 26-27, and 2:30
p.m. Sunday, May 14 and May
21 at the playhouse on Madison,
near the southwest corner of
Monroe and Outer Drive, in
Dcarborn, Tickcts, $14, senior cit-
izen and student discounts avail.
able; call (313) 561-TKTS.

BY SUB SUCHYTA
BPECIAL WRITER

The Players Guild of Dearborn
presenta the toe-tapping, feel-
good musical, My Fair Lady, the
next three weokends in May.
From the ragged atrect vendors
to the chic aristocracy, divector
Ron Deihl brought together a
cnat whose acting and singing is
stellar and gave the show a live-
1y, quick pace. The set ia cleverly
conceived and exccuted, and the
costumes are breathtaking.

My Fair Lady ia the story of an
unconventional language prafes-
sor who turns a poor flower girl
into o lady by transforming her
speech, As Professor Henry Hig-
gins uncovera the princess inside
Eliza Dolittle, she touches and
changes his life as well,

Ron Otulakowaki is the con-
summate Higgins - articulate
and rude in a gentlemanly way,
delivering deliciously funny lines
with impeccable timing and per-
fect aplomb, He improves the
role ench time he plays the part.

Otulakowski wos well matched
by Emily Tyrybon's Eliza Dolit-
tie, whose flashing eyes, quick
comebacks and resilient dignity
bring class to the role. And oh,
that girl can sing - a challenge
made even moro diflicult by the
demanding attention to precise
accenta required by her songa.

Dennis Decker, a newcomer to
tho stage, is o naturnl as Alfred
P. Dolittle, n “common dustman”
and Eliza’s father. He conveys
complacent pleasure in equnl
measure for both beer and his
total lack of status in life.

Joff Ostrowski, ns a bright.
oyed and devoted Freddy Eyns-
ford-Hill, was vocally stronger in
the second nct than the first, He
suffered the indignity of redun-
dant pratfalls when one would
have been sulficed, However, he
brought a likely affability to the
role, as Bill Rumloy did to the
role of Colanel Pickering.

The supporting cast, which
includes Annctte Riper of West-
land as Mrs. Eynaford-Hill and
Mark Ripper ns Prof. Zoltan
Knrpnthy, and chorus strengthen
the show and deliver some of ita
finest moments.

The Cockney quartst waa a
voeal and visual treat. The Ascot
raco scone was delightfully
entertaining with overy mincing
atep and head toss chore-
ographed with amazing detail.

Jomes Cape's incredible Ascot
and Embpssy Ball costumos
were atard in their own right,
His stunning black-nnd-white
Ascot creations, eapped by cle-
gant hats, captured both the
privilege nnd the wasteflul
frivolity of the ruling clans,

Hia ball gowns nqinlod a
bright paletto of aparkling colur,
adding richness and clegnnce to
a Cindorella scene.

Dinna Reynolds and hor coa-
tuma cormittes clothed the reat
of the show wlthl nu‘umllm to

Eliza’s simple but elegant night-
gown to tho careworn but color-
ful garmenta of the flower sell-
cra.

Chorus membera handled
thelr many costume and charac-
ter changea with speed and tal-

ent, removing facial grime and
becoming elegant aocialites in
rapid order.

One of their finest numbers,
Get Me To The Church On Time,
showeased their talent and dis-
played chorcographer Valerie

Mould’s creativity and ability to
add imagination to the dances on
a relatively amall stage,

David Reynold's set design was

cloverly versatile and overcamo:

the handicap of limited space.
Mary Both Oravec's richly ren-
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dered backdrops added a soft
pastel dreaminess to the garden
scenes,

Sue Suchyta is a Dearborn res-
ident and writes about theater

for the Obscrver Newspapers.
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MADE FRESH DAILY FROM OUR 75YEAR OLD FAMILY RECIPE

$3.21 4 1AX_Stutted Cabbage; Saiacs: Cookles: Carrot Cake.

| ——— 18310 Middistatt
Livonla, Mi 43154
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