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‘V1rg1n Suicides’ looks at bleak matter with beauty

grY SISPIMNB ANGELYN CASOLA
AFY Wi
scasola@oo. humncnmm.uot

With a title like “The Virgin
Sulcides,” movie-goers may have
a tendency to cringe, rather than
embrace the directorial debut by
Sofia Coppola. But judging by
this polgnant work, she secms
poised-to follow in her father's
famoua footstapa,

*Tho Virgin Sulcides® offors a
disturbingly beautiful look at
five falr-haired sisters crushed
beneath tho strong-hold of a
domincering mother and weak-
willed father. Set among the lush
tree-lined streots of Grosso
Pointe in the mid 1970s, the film
welcomes viewers into the Lis-

toacher (Jumes Woods) and his
wife (Kathleon Turner) koep a
tight lock on its deors, and it's
that atifling climato that ulti-
mately leads to tra 3
=Cecilin was the first to go,”
the narrated voico (Glovan-
ni Ribisi) in tho opening line.
The first, youngest and most del-
icate of the five girls, she was lit-
orally dying for frecdom. You can
hear it through the wandering
voices of noighbors: “That girl
wanted out of that house.” Cocil-
ia, 13 (Hanna Hall), Lux, 14
(Kiraten Dunat), Bonnie, 156
{Chelsea Swaln), Mary, 16 (A.J.
Cook) and Therese, 17 (Leslio
Hayman) aro the Lisbon sisters,

their upper-middle class family,
But the film fan't about sui-
cide, as much ns it is about the
lifo thoy loft behind. Dealing
with issues of ropression, long-
ing, sox and death, Coppola
somehow painta a soft portrait of

a time when the automotive
industry hit n lul! and the air
was ripe with adolescent curioai-
ty. Young Tim Weiner (Jonathan
Tucker) leads his friends in pur-
suing the mystery. The girls
growing entrapment {a repro-
sonted bolically through the

the beauty in life while
- in the most profound manner
- the simple queation of why.
Rather than a public seryico
announcement againat suicide
the film comments on how soci-
oty can oasily crush and over-
whelm the innocence of life with
its rules, expectationa and fears.
Told through tho eyes of four
young boya obsessed with the
onchanting Lisbon girls, “The

bon home, Mr, Lisbon, a math  all trapped by the fons of Virgin Suicides,” flashes back to
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oak trees which are cut down in
the Lisbon's front yard, Parks
officials insiat they are diseased;
that if the trees aren't cut down,
tho disease will spread.

But the diseasc that began
with Cecilia did spread through-
out the home. The boys can only
collect pieces of the Lisbon girls
— lipstick, a diary, postcards —
and try to fit them together to
make senso of the eventa that
dostroyed their fantasies and an
entire family.

James Woods gave a fabulous
performance as the undor-stated,
dovastated father who rotreats
into his collectable war planes
and televised ball games. Kath-
leon Turner is chilling as tho
overbearing, nervous-minded
mother. Her plight is described
through the words of a whisper-
ing noighbor “You always wonder
if there was something you
could've done.”

Danny DoVito, Michael Pare
and Scott Glenn make notable
cameo appenrances in the film.
But ita true impact lies in its
young, and somewhat unknown,
cast. Josh Hartnett portrays Trip

Fontaine, the football hero avery-

one wants to date - evoryone
except Lux. Jonathan Tucker
and Anthony DeSimone portray
Tim and Chase, the wide oyes
through which thia story is told.

The Lisbon girls: Chelsea Swain, Kirsten Dunst, Leshe
Hayman and A.J. Cook star in The Virgin Suicides.

Thanks to Coppola’s careful
attontion to detail, from the red
velvet suit trip weara to Home-
coming to the sack-like flower-
printed dresses Mrs. Lisbon sows
for her daughters, the film never
strays from its setting. Cine-
matographer Ed Lachman uscs
quick close-up glimpses of the
girls in an amber glow, dream-
like sequences and miragea that
blend reality with imagination to

make a seamless film. The
denths are jarring without offer-
ing an explicit look at the after-
math,

With an original score by Air
and a soundtrack packed with
Todd Rundgren and Heart, “The
Virgin Suicides™ transforms Jof-
frey Bugenides’ novel of the
same name into a hauntingly
beautiful film bound to be
remembered come Oscar time.

‘Gladiator’ recreates ancient Rome

BY Jox EATZ
SPECIAL WRITER

The Roman Empire, circa A.D.
180, was apparently run less like
an empire and more like a family
business. Sort of a Cacsar and

n Inc,

“Gladiator,” an epic on 2 scale
rarely seen in four decades, ia at
its core the story of Son being
passed over in favor of the hired
holp. Put into local perspective,
imagine if Richard Golden had
been told by his father that one
of the optometrists, not him, was
going to take over D.O.C.

“You are the son I should have
had,” aging Emperor Marcus
Aurelius (Richard Harris} tells
General Maximus (Russell
Crowe). When spoiled and cow-
ardly Commodus (Jomquin
Phoenix) gets wind of Pater's
plan, he does the old man in and
oozes hia way onto the throne,

the fon of Max-

nnclunt Rome and put 35,000

imus, his wife and son. Eampmg
his assassins, Maximus is caught
by slavers and shipped to a
training school for gladiators.
There ho vows to return to
Rome, take his revenge on Com-
modus and fulfill Aurelius’
dream of reatoring the cmpire to
the will of tho people.

Lifting whole chapters from
“Spartacus” and “Ben-Hur,”
“Gladiator” is novertheloss a
major lengue legend of its own,

anks to bravura performances
by Crowe and Phoenix and
’I‘ltanlc “like direction by Ridley
Seott,

With computer graphic imag-
ing, the kind that gave us the
Titanic and ita 2000 passengors
and crew, “Gladiator” rebuilt

citizeris into the Colos-
seum. Chilling averhead shota of
the city give one the feeling of
being in a helicopter time
machine.

Yet for all its bigness, New
Zealander Russell Crowe (*The
Insider™) fills his armor with a
hero'’s heart and the physique to
go with it. His Maximus is a
family man; he doesn't seek the
power offered to him, nsking only
to return home after years of
war. Put a aword in his hand,
however, and heads will roll-
along with a plethora of other

ly parta,

Crowe is a senaational champi-
on and a worthy successor not
only to Aurelius but to Charlton
Heston and Kirk Douglas as

¥ Eplc
story:
Russell
,C_N’J.IUE
ights
the good
f ht in
!adm-

dl recled

Ridley
Scott,

well.

Commodus, meanwhile, is
afraid of the dark and lusts after
his older aister Lucilla (Connie
Nielsen). In some respects his
scenes with ais are grosser than
the bloodletting on the battle-
field. Phoenix (“8MM™) makes an
appropriately oily heir apparent,
acceding to vox papuli anly when
it auita his grand purpose.

In his final screen role, the late
Oliver Reed plays the sympa-
thetic gladiator procurer, the
same role and with some shame-
lessly similar lines for which
Petor Ustinov won an Oscar in
“Spartacus.” Reed died wncks
before the end of shooting.

“Gladiator” ia rated R for its
graphic fight scenes,

COMING A'ITRAG'I'IDNS

Schoduled to open Friday, May 12

THE B0 KAHUMA

Conlemporary drama tells of life on the.
rosd, Threo determinad Industrial
lubticant salesmen try to land the
Iorgost account of thalt Iives, but oaly
ono s Invited to a key convention
whera they can mako thalr move. Stors
Kevin Spacoy, Donny bovno and Petor
Faocinolll,

RATTLEFIRLD RARTH

Adaptation of Ron Hubbard's scl-fl novel
in which 10-foot liens have taken over
the worfd and farced humons to live
undierground, Sters John Travolta as tho
alien overlord of the conquored Earth,

HAMLET

Ethan Hawke ploys o brooding filmmak.
or and helr to the Denmark Corporation
in this modorn verslon of tha Shake-
spearean Lragedy set in Naw York City.

HUMAN TRAFFIG

Britlsh rave comedy nbout five friends
who spend &1 Intense weokend party-
Ing. Stars John Simm, Sheun Patkes,
Danny Dyer, Nicola Reynolds and
Andrew Lincoln, Writton sad dirocted by
Justin Kerrigon.

THE LAST

Sot In 1920s, 5 pootlc portrait of the
fino! days of British rule In Ircland, Stors
Maggla Smith, Michaol Gambon, Keely
Hawes, David Tennant and Jano Birkin,

HELD UP

Comedy stars Jomio Foxx and Nia Long.
23 8 couplo enjoylng Lheir vacation
through the Grand Canyon Stote. Foxx's
bad luck begins when his flancee
fonves, his cor I8 stolen and ha's taken
hastage at o convenlenco store, Also
stara Barry Cordin, John Cutlem, Joke
Busey ond Sarah Poulson,

SCRIWID
Norm McDonatd Is o disgsuntled, under-
oppreciated chauffeur who seeks
revenge on his boss, along with helg
from his fricnd, David Choppalte. Their
fookproof ptan, hidnopping his boss' dog
for ransom, backfises In tholr foco —
Ioaving his boss under the (mpression
that her chouffour has boan kidnopped.
rathor then her dog.

AN
1929 silent classic starring Spencer
Tracy and Ritn Johnson will bo shown at
the Historle Redford Theatro May 12-13.

KIXUNRO

Touching atory of a boy who belriends n
hoodlum named Klkujlro, A fitm about
welf-discovory with comic tendoncies.
Direcied by and starring Takoskl Kitano,
Shown at the Dotroit Fllm Thaatro May
1214,

LES BONNIS FDMMIES .
Ctoude Chabrol's 1960 crime film about,
{our Parislenno gitis who work et the
sama nelghborhood store. Showing at +
the Detrolt Film Theatre 7:30 p.m, MM-
doy, Mey 15.

Scheduled ta open Friday, May 19

DINCSALR .
Tha fuiength computer-animated fanta-
8y tella the story of 8 dinosaur, separat-.
od from his famlly ot birth, who s ralsed
by maonkeys. Following on nsterold hit -
on oarth, he Is reunited with his family,
saving Thelr lives using the kno«lodu N
be tearned from Lhe monkeys,

LoSER .
Romantic comedy in which two colloge
students who ate alwoys token ndvan-
togo of, fall In lovo and gather the
rourage 1o tyrn Lhe tables, Stars Joson
Dggs ond Mena Suverl,



